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excepting that we have added to it the proviso I 
have referred to. I have stated thus much in 
justification of the committee. 

Mr. MASON. I submit to the Senator from 
Maine, that he accept this as a modification of his 
amendment, to be added to the clause which he 
proposes to retain: ‘ 

And that hereafter nothing shall pas: free by mail. 

That will shut out the Congressional Globe and 
everything else. 

Mr. HAMLIN. That will come in as an 
amendment, appropriately, after you strike out 
what I propose to strike out, and t will vote for it 
then. fet the question be first taken on striking 
out. If we strike it out, I will vote to insert the 
Senator’s amendment. 

Mr. MASON. ThenI will reserve it until the 
vote shall be taken on the Senator’s proposition. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. If I understand it, there 
are two motions now pending, to strike out; one 
is that proposed by the Post Office Committee; 





they propose to strike out the whole bill. The | 


motion of the Senator from Maine, now pending, 
also proposes to strike it out. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will 


7 


state tothe Senator from Kentucky, that the Com- | 


mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads report an 
amendment to the whole bill. Their proposition 
is to strike out the whole of the original bill after 
the enacting clause, and to insert what they rec- 


ommend. Before the question is taken on striking | 
out and inserting, it is proper to modify it by | 


amendment, or, in other words, as it is usually 
called, to perfect the matter proposed to be stricken 
out, before the question is taken on the substi- 
tate. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. That is right. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
is on the motion of the Senator from Mainc, to 
strike out all the original bill following the word 
‘‘abrogated,’’ in the first section. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. DAVIS. Now the question comes on the 
substitute, I suppose. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. Nothing is now |) 


left of the original bill after the word ‘‘abroga- | 


ted,’’ in the first section; and the question recurs 
on striking that out and inserting what is recom- 
mended by the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads, To what is proposed to be inserted, 


is pending a proposition to insert the amendment | 


moved by the Senator from Wisconsin, [Mr. Doo- 
LirtLe.| The question is on the amendment to 
the amendment, as moved by the Senator from 
Wisconsin. 

Mr. MASON. I understand that the Senate, 
by its vote just now, has stricken from the ori- 
ginal bill all but a simple abrogation of the frank- 
ing privilege. Thatis a modification of the original 
bill. Now, I propose, before any other amend- 
ment is made, still further to modify it by adding 
to the text the following words: 

And that nothing hereafter shall pass free by mail. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That is in or- 
der, the original bill being yet subject to modi- 
fication. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. POWELL. I move to amend by adding 
this proviso and section: 


_ Provided, That all persons now authorized by law to 
frank, by indorsing their names and designation by which 


uestion | 





the right is conferred upon them, on‘all matter mailed by | 


them, shall be exempt from prepayment of postage ; but 


the postage on such mail matter shall be due and payable | 


by the person or persons to whom the same may be directed, 
at the point of destination. 


proviso, if adopted, will relieve gentlemen of all 
apprehensions on that score. The section which 
I propose to add proposes that the act shall take 
effect on the 15th of April. That will give mem- 
bers an opportunity of sending the documents 
they have to their constituents, and give the peo- 


ple time to know that such a Jaw is in existence. | 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amend- 


ment contains two distinct propositions; and the 


question can be taken on both together or on each | 


separately. 
Mr. GREEN. [| ask for a division. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Then, the ques- 
tion will be on the proviso, in the first place. 
Mr. IVERSON. If I understand the operation 


of the proviso, it will be to relieve members of | 


Congress from the expense of postage and throw 
the whole of it on their constituents. If a con- 
stituent of mine writes me on public business, or 
any political question, he has to pay the postage 
in advance; but if I respond to hoon under this 
proviso, I can frank it, and it goes to his post 
office, and then he must pay the postage in order 
to take it out. 

Mr. MASON. Unless you pay it. 

Mr. IVERSON. Then itgives me the privilege 


| of throwing the burden on hin, if I choose to do 
| it. I do not want to tempt Senators and Repre- 


| enlightened. 


sentatives to do any such ungracious act, and 
therefore I shall vote against the proviso. Iam 
for letting our constituents write to us ad libitum 
without paying any postage. I think the con- 
stituency ought to be allowed to have free access 
totheir Senatorsand Representatives in Congress, 
to write on all-questions in which they are inter- 
ested; on all questions of business, as well as all 
questions affecting the interests and politics of the 
country. My opinion is, that they ought to be 
I would give them this privilege; 
and I would rather restrict the power and priv- 
ilege of the Senators and Representatives, and let 
them pay; but Lam opposed to imposing burdens 
on the constituency. I took this position two 
years ago; itis not novel with me. Ina speech 
which I made at the last session, ladvocated that 
power and privilege of the people to have access 
to their Senators and Representatives, as far as 
possible. I shall therefore vote against this amend- 
ment. 

Mr. CLAY. I shall vote against the amend- 
ment that has been offered, but for a different 
reason from that given by the Senator from Geor- 
gia. As far as my constituency are concerned, I 
think I may say that they are willing to pay three 
cents on any letters that they have addressed to 
me; but I want to be pretected against, and I want 


to have the mail relieved of,a vast deal of matter | 


that is sent to me that does not interest me—does 
not concern my constituents—that comes free, and 
which would not be sent, in my opinion, if it was 


required to be prepaid. Forinstance, this morning 


I received half a dozen letters or communications 
in letter envelopes; and I found one to be an ad- 
vertisement of a patent medicine, another of a new 
style of patent pump, another ofanew style of grist 


| mill, and another an abolition document that was 


sent to me either to enlighten or to incense me—I 
do not know which, and do not care. 

Now, sir, all these documents, | think, would 
never have reached me, and would never have 


been transmitted to me, if the patentees and the 


“ind be it further enacted, That this act shall take effect, | 


from and after the 15th day of April next. 
This is the proviso which was reported by the 


Committee on Finance in their amendment to the | 


Post Office appropriation bill. I am indifferent, 
myself,as to whether it be adopted or not. I de- 


Sire its passage for this reason, which is not per- | 


sonal to myself: When this matter was under 
debate, many members of the House of Repre- 
sentatives desired to retain the franking privilege 
because they said it would tax them very much 
to reply to the letters of their constituents. This 


0 


Abolitionists lad not been privileged to enjoy 
their transmission free of postage. 1 am embar- 
rassed continually, too, by Ictters for my auto- 
graph, as I suppose every other Senator is, and 
by Socmes asking for my speech, or for some other 
Senator’s speech, which [ am sure would never 


| be written, if it cost the persons writing them 


more than the trouble of wrifing their names and 
a line or so of manuscript and sending ithere. I 
think that any correspondent whio is not prepared 
to pay the trifling sum of three cents on his letter, 
writes on a subject that is not worthy of being 
read. I am in favor of putting us all on the same 
basis: let our constituents pay when they write 


to us, and let us prepay when we write to them. || which you have conferrec 


l trust the amendment will not be adopted. 


Mr. BROWN. Iam wholly opposed to.this 
amendment; so much opposed to it that, if it be 
carried into the bill, I am not certain that [ shall 
not vote against the whole bill. Put this amend- 


| ment in the bill, and it is to abolish all the frank- 
| ing privilege, and yet leave the privilege, I think, 


in a much worse form. Here you are allowed to 
send documents to a man at home, or anywhere 
else, with your frank on them, and they will go 
through the mail free; the Government will per- 
form all the service, and then it will de ed on 
whether some one at the other end of the fine will 
pay the postage to getthemout. Let me tell my 
friend from Kentucky that he ought to be very 
cautious how he exercises his privilege in this 
way. A man who gets his letter or speech, or 
any other document, neatly folded, pays the post- 
ave and takes it out, and if he finds that it ts not 
worth the cost, he will not thank him very much. 

Mr. POWELL. Ido not expect to send worth- 
less documents. 

Mr. BROWN. If a document is worth any- 
thing, let the postage be prepaid on it. Under 
the proposition now offered, thousands of docu- 
ments will be sent that will never be taken out of 
the post office; the Government will undergo all 
the drudgery of carrying them, and there they 
will lie to be destroyed and burnt up as mere waste 
rubbish. You will have the same books published 
that you have had published through all time, if 
you put this amendment in. One of the great 
savings which | hope to make, not only of time 
and trouble, butof money, by the adoption of this 
bill, is to get rid of the vast amount Sens and 
worthless printing that we have had. If you put 
in this proviso, however, that same printing will 
be done, and I know what will happen: members 


| of Congress will have these books printed, and 


will send them out with their franks on them, and 
they will write on the outside of the envelope 
what is inside, and then, if the man to whom it is 
addressed does not choose to pay the postage, he 
will not take the thing out of the office; thousands 
of your books willnever be taken out,and millions 
of yourspeeches will not be, toacertainty. [ want 


| a total abolition of the franking privilege, if we 


are going to do it at all. 

Mr. RICE. Is there not another objection? If 
the amendment prevails, what check will there be 
against counterfeiting a frank? I say, not only 
Representatives and Senators, but any one else 
may put on our franks; and if the man who re- 
ceives the paper pays three cents for it, it will be 
taken out of the office. 

Mr. BROWN. I am in favor of striking out 
the whole thing, and if there is any exception that 
I would make, it would not be that which my col- 


| league suggested as to the ex-Presidents and their 


widows. If I made any exceptions atall, it would 
be in favor of postmasters keeping small offices 
who could not be induced to retain the office merely 
for the commissions. But Iam willing to let the 
whole privilege be buried by this bill; and if Con- 
gress hereafter, in its wisdom, shall find it neces- 
sary to keep up the small offices where the pay is 
little, by a restoration of this privilege to them, let 
it be done; but now I think we had better take 
the bill as the committee have reported it, abol- 
ishing the whole privilege everywhere, in every- 
body, and get rid of it entirely. 

Mr. DAVIS. The greater part of my objec- 
tion to abolishing it, as to the few persons on 
whom it had been conferred by special act, was 
the indecency of the thing. My colleague obliges 
me to use plain language in tating to it, 

Mr. BROWN. I think it is,conferred on every - 
body by special legislation. 

Mr. DAVIS. Then there is the great error 
into which my colleague falls. When you confer 
it on an office, it is one thing;-when you confer 


| it On an individual, it is another and a very dif- 


ferent thing. Itisa ey act when you 
confer it on an individual; it is an official or public 


| act when it attaches to the office which he holds. 


There is a want ae in repealing a law by 
acompliment upon an 


individual. T abstained from saying so when I 
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Mr. DAVIS. 1 am am to he ar it. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 


W up first, because I thought it was barely 
necessary to sureest it—that every one’s own 
instinet wouldgeshow him that it Was, In 1ts very 


re, low and offen: ; 
As to the whole subject of distributing publi 
decumeuts, I have long thought we should revi 
) 1 
‘ mW nd Lao} new ones OmMmcLnine 
a hyie id answer the purpose far better than 
thie ve have, and which would connect itself 


printing also; for I think a vi ry large 


ptrpit of thre saving to hye anticipate d must come 


from the saving in the printing—not merely in th 
portation I had oceasion, recently, in some 
quiries in relation to th mode of distributing 


uments in England, tocompare it with ourow! 
d J think theirs far better in that respect. Ther 
Parhame Be Pay for the composiuion, for the 
oof, for the stitching and binding, and then they 
i. Printer—I think th presentone ts th erand- 
him who first contracted for it—wh ) prints 
ownacecount, Hetakesthe risk. If adocu- 

is printed and called for by al 
If, on the other hand, a 


| rve number of 
number of cepies remain with him, he loses 


, it is his profit. 
| 


at is attached another and very great ad- 
d most by those who make most 


d docu nts, that you can searcely im- 
hich you cannot co and buy: wherea 


it menbers, in hot haste to send somi thing 


) one of their constituents at home, frank 
off the most valuable books to persons who will 
ver read them; and when,in the course of time, 
the publication attracting notice, some corre spond- 
t,to Whom thi | rok would ! ave be hn? ally val- 
uable, wrat to a member for it, he must go to 


one Who has not squandered the documents 


putin his po ssion, and ask him to give him one, 
that tac may send it to the cori spondent who will 
make a proper use of it. Our mode of distribu- 


tion, L think. is vicious. Itthrowsthe documents 
wherethey are notwanted,and itexhausts the edi- 
tion before many persons who would makea valua- 
bleuse ofthem haveascertamed that - vy have been 
pull hed and had « ino} port unity te sk for them. 
So far as abolishing the fi are arf) e wil re- 
duce the printing, it will bea wain tothe "Treasury; 


it will not be an entire rain to the country. If we 
had large editions of all valuable books printed 
upon th ‘accountof the Printer,and keptuntil they 


were purchased by those who had nex d of the m, | 
think we should much better answer the public 
purpose for which these documents are printed 
than by the present system. 

Che Congressional Globe is made an excep- 
ion to the postal regulations, so as to be free of 
charge when sent through the mail, a privilege con- 
ferred on the work; it 1s made an exception, as I 
take it, for the public reason that all bills, and the 
debates upon bills, were deemed to be of that char- 
acter of information which should be disseminated 
through the country. If the y Were transporte “dd by 
public carriers of treight, the price whic 5 would 
be charged by an express, by a railroad, or by a 

teamboat carrying them, per ton or per anata 


would require but very little to seatterthemall over | 
the United States; but you make laws which pro- | 


hibit the public carriers from taking mailable mat- 
ter; you then charge your own mails with it, make 
contracts for transporting it, and, when you abol- 
ish the franking privilege, you impose an expense 


upon the individualwho receives one of these pub- | 


le documents, which will exceed the price that 
any one can afford to pay. 

! think the whole subject requires revision. I 
have looked forward to that revision by the Post 
Office Committee, and in the meantime, have de- 
sired to see a franking privilege abolished, ex- 
cept in a littl very unimportant partic ular which 
was reserve dt y the committee; and then I be- 
leve the obstacle will be cleared away to the pro- 
wress of a reform, in the wake of which will come 
: law in relation to the printing ofall public matter, 
dividing it into those great documents which now 
constitute the principal complaint, then those re- 
ports which are required for current use, and those 
bills which the me mbers require to be laid upon 
the "r a sks. By thus dividing the printing into 
two or three classes, it may be done upon asystem 
far more economical than any we have ever had, 
and answering more fully the great publhie purpose 


for which we have heretofore printed documents. | 


now is on the proviso offered by the Senator from 
Kentucky. : 

Mr. HAMLIN. The objection which I have 
to this amendment, is one which wa suggest d 
the other day by my friend from — ois, [Mr. 
Tri MBULL. | Wi may Say what w » pl ase about 
it, the country will regard itasa right to frank 
on the other side of the Chamber, and the denial 
of it to this side You place your name on your 
printed speech, for that is precisely what | sup- 
pose it means to cover, and it goesin packages In 





any quantity to your small post offices all over the 
country. | knew of no law which provides for 
disposing of those speeches if thew are not called 


for. The postmaster may therefore give them 
away ifhe chooses. You have a class of post- 
masters in the country, all of whom econeur with 
the polity il party in pow: r: and we may come to 
the conclusion, think ve ry jusdy, that toa very 
rreat extent such a provision Ww ould be abused. 

Mr. DAVIS. Will the Senator from Maine 
allow me, just there, to ask him whether he sup- 
poses, If the postage were to be paid on a speech 
before it started, or at the office of delivery, we 
should continue to print the speeches here, and 
send them throurh the mails; or, would it not re- 
sult in printing them elsewhere, in each locality 
by the local press? If the Senator wanted to dis- 
tribute through Maine a speech which he made in 
the Senate, would he notsendasingle ce opy to some 
printer in his s State, there to be publish d for dis- 
tribution among his constituents? 

Mr. HAMLIN. If I understand the scope of 
the Senator’s remark, he is aiming at precisely 
the same thing that | am. 

Mr. DAVIS. I hope so; but the criticism of 
the Senator induced me to show to him that it 
could not result in accumulating post offices 
( - where, speeches sent from Washington; be- 

‘ause | could not imagine that, under such cir- 
cumstances, any one would print a speech here 
to distribute it, either by prepayment or re quiring 
the constituent to pay for it at the place of de- 
livery. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I think otherwise. I think, 
if the simple writing of the name of a Senator on 
a speech would allow it to go free, or subject the 
person who received it to pay postage on its re- 
ceipt, large quantities aan ro olf. 

Mr. POWELL. If the Senator from Maine 
will allow me to do so, I desire, with the permis- 
sion of the Senate, to withdraw the proviso. 
{** Agreed !””] 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is compe- 
tent for the Senator to withdraw his amendment. 
The proviso being withdrawn, the question now 
is on the additional section -—proposed by the Sen- 
ator from Kentucky, as an amendment to the 
original bill: 

Ind he it further enacted, That this act shall take effect 
from and after the 15th of April next. 


Mr. COLLAMER. I wish to suggest to the 
gentlems m that the natural time of entering on 
matters of this kind would be at the end of the 
quarter. Would it not be advisable to fix the time 
at the 30th of June—the end of the quarter? 

Mr. POWELL. I fixed the 15th of April to 
meetthe objection of the Senatorfrom New Hamp- 
shire, [Mr. Hae;] so astotake effect before either 
of the national conventions meets. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


'| ‘The PRESIDING OFFICER. If no farther 


' 


Mr. RICE, A bill for that purpose 18 now | 


b: fore the Sx ‘nate 


amendment be proposed to the original bill, or, in 
other words, to the matter proposed to be stricken 
out, the question is on the amendment of the Sen- 
ator from Wisconsin to the substitute of the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and PossRoads. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. For myself, Mr. Presi- 
dent, I confess that I am very 1 radical in my opin- 
ions on the whole subject of the Post Office De- 


partment. I am inclined to the opinion that, if 


| the whole Department were abolished, and all the 
patronage and power that is exercised by the Fed- 

eral Government growing out of that De ‘partment 
were entirely done away with, it would bea bless- 
ing to the country. On this subject of the frank- 
ing privilege , | would regard it as a relief from 
a burde n if it were entirely abolished; but I will 
state, in a single word, that while, for one, I was 
willing to go for the abolition of the franking priv- 
ilege, and for its abolition entirely, I do not be- 

lieve, from what I have learned of the previous 


_Febr uary Ab, 


legi islation of f thisc ountry between the two Houses 
on this subject, that it is a thing which is attain-" 
able at the present time; and therefore I go, by 

this amendment, for the abolition of that portion 

of the franking privilege which creates the greatest 

abuses—th: abolition of the franking privilege on 
he documents which do encumber the mails. If 
they continue to be franked, there is the tempta- 
tion te a certain extent to print documents that 
they may be franked all over the country. The 

fre aiiene? of mailable matter below two ounces is 
a very small item in the carrying of the mi side. 

On this matter of the franking of speeches of 
members of Congress, I can only spe: ak from my 
own e = rience when a youth. 1 know that 
twenty or twenty-five years ago it was the means 
of the « ah ation ‘of the young men of the country 
in political matters and political knowledge. 1 
know that, for myself, I felt instructed by the 
speeches which I receivedfrom members of Con- 
gress on political affairs; and while I do notassume 
that the Congress of the United States are at all 
the instructors of the people in political matters; 
while we are their agents, and are to obey their 
instructions, yet, toace ‘rtainextent,thisis a means 
of the education of the young men of the country 
on political subjects. ‘A presidential election is 
now coming off. Upon both sides speeches are 
being cireulated, or are about to be,as a means of 
information to the people of the country, bearing 
on the presidential clection. There is no disguis- 
ing this fact. We may just as well speak right 
out as to have any concealments. We al] know 
this is the truth. On both sides of the Chamber 
interest is felt in this very matter; and it is not we 
alone who feel the interest; itis the people through- 
out the country who are feeling that interest; and 
every member of Congress is receiving, I doubt 
not, letters, perhaps by the dozen every day, ask- 
ing him to frank the speech of some member upon 
a given subject. When these speeches are pub- 

lished in this form, the y are published in a form 
for prese rvation or for use. 

I shall vote for this bill though my amendment 
be rejected; but | believe that it is going as far as 
we can go with the expectation of success to abol- 
ish the franking privilege as to those documents 
in regard to which this privilege is most abused; 
and therefore I propose to go forthisamendment. 
However, sir, | shall not very strenuously urge 
it upon the consideration of the Senate. I simply 
submit it as my view of what ts the most that will 
be likely to be attained. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the amendment offered by the Senator from 
Wisconsin to the amendment reported by the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads 

Mr. MALLORY. I should like to hear it. 
What is it? 

The Secretary read it, as follows: 

And provided further, That the President and Vice Pres- 
ident of the United States, each of the heads of Depart 
ments, each member of the Senate, each member of the 
House of Representatives, and cach Delegate from a 'Ter- 
ritory of the United States, may, during each session o! 
Congress, and for a period of thirty days before the com 
mencement, and thirty days after the end, of cach and every 
session of Congress, send and receive through the mail tree 
of postage any letter, newspaper, or packet, containing mail- 
able matter, not exceeding two ounces in weight. 

The amendment tothe amendment was rejected. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
now is on the amendment reported by the Com- 
miitee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. GWIN. I think the first section of th: 
original bill is so amended as to cover the whole 

| ground of the substitute reported by the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. [have 
no powar to withdraw that, but I think it may, 
pickane, as well be rejected. 

The PR ISIDING t OFFICER. The question 

is on striking out the whole of the original bill 

s perfected, “and inse rting what the committee 

report as an amendment. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Thereisa difference between 
the first section of the bill as it now stands, and 
the substitute of the committee. The first sec- 
tion of the substitute gives the franking privilege 
to certain persons. I move to strike that out. 

Mr. PUGH. Let us vote it down. 

Mr. HAMLIN. [move to strike out the pro- 
viso in the substitute of the committee, in these 
words: 

Provided, That this act shall not apply to any person ot 


persons to whom the franking privilege may have been 
granted by name. 
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Mr. M ASON. I want to say 
upon that, in addition to gvhat was said by the 
Senator from Mississippi, Mr. mene } The Sen- 

+ from Missi issip pi has placed it, as 1 under- 
aul him, on the ground het it was a proper 
compliment, and that it was due to the persons 
who held those stations 

Mr. DAVIS. Idid not say whether it was que 
or not: but it has been paid to certain persons. 
Whether it shall be paid to others, 1s a question 
to be disposed of when that comes up. 

Mr. M ASON. He placed it, as I understood, 

very properly, on the ground of a courtesy—a 
compliment paid to persons who held those posi- 
tions. It has always struck me that there was a 
degree of justice in conferring it, and, of course, 
justice in leaving it, in this: those who have at- 
tained the position of President, and the widows 
of those who have attained the position of Presi- 
dent, it is presumed, and, in truth, of necessity, 
have had devolved on them a great deal of cor- 
respondence that they would not have had but 
for that very eminent position given them by the 
American people; and after they cease to hold 
the position, the burden remains, while t 1e emolu- 
ment is taken away. I think, therefore, it is but 
right that it should be left to them. But 1 would 
add, in a single word, although such are my very 
strong opinions, I would agree to cut away the 
whole, rather than lose the scheme. 

Mr. BROWN. |§I certainly do not rise to op- 
pose this amendment; and if it is to pass, | am 
quite content that it shall be so. It isa very small 
matter any way, and the idea suggested ‘by my 
colleague strikes me as being the only thing in it— 
that we conferred a personal compliment by a 
special act of the Legislature, and it would look 
ungracious to take it aw ay. That is a view 
which did not occur to me before; but the areu- 
ment of the Senator from Virginia does not strike 
me at all, that because persons who have occupied 
the high position of President of the United States, 
and their widows, have their correspondence 
thereby increased, they should not pay pestage. 
That is an argument which would apply equally, 
I apprehend, to Senators and Representatives. 
We do not, it is true, obtain the same general and 
universal ac qui aintance with the world; but every 
man who sits in this body or the other House 
has his acquaintance enlarged and his correspond- 
ence necessarily extended thereby; and the argu- 
ment, to some extent, would apply tousall. ifit 
be the pleasure of the Senate, [say again, to make 
ex-Presidents and their widows an exception, I 
am content to have it done. I confess that the 
suggestion that it would be ungracious, after hav- | 
ing done a complime ntary act, to undo it, is all 
there is in it; but still it is a vi ‘ry small matter, 
and I do not sup pose any ex- -Presidents or their 
widows care one sixpence whether you do it or 
not. 

Mr. GWIN. I do not believe there are more 
than half a dozen persons on whom this privilege 
has been conferred by special act. I hope it will 
be retained. 


a single nak 





Mr. ANTHONY. Does this apply to any || 
persons except Presidents and the widows of | 
Presidents ? 

Mr. BENJAMIN. That is all. 


Mr. HAMLIN ealled for the yeas 
and they were ordered. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I hope gentlemen on the 
other side will reflect auamoment before insisting 
on this amendment. It really seems to me that, 
if they would reflect an instant, they would not 
insist on it. I believe there are four or five per- 
sons who, under the statutes of the United States, | 
are entitled, asa personal compliment, to the frank- 
ing privilege. Among them is Mrs. Polk, of Ten- 
nessee, the widow of anex-President. Thatlady, 
I be lieve, is the only one in the United States now | 
who will be entitled to the franking privilege under 
the billin its presentshape. I[ know of no other. 
{i was conferred upon her by special law. It is 
a compliment to her personally; and I would as 
soon think of voting to ask an officer who had 
distinguished himself upon the field of battle, to 
return a sword of honor because we had concluded 
for the future that we would offer no more such 
compliments, as to ask that lady for the future to | 
abandon the privilege which the Congress of the 
United States conferred upon her asa compliment. 
Iam sure that the people of the United States | 
would reprobate any such legislation as that. I 


and nays; 


THE CONGRESSION 


| if there 


do not think gentlemen on th 
for it, when they know exactly what it is. 
Mr. CLARK. By tie law ws If NOW sta d: 


your Presidentin powercan frank. You Do 
to take away from him that power, When h 
wants to 1 now for his business, and leave it 
tor those who | vi e out of office. ‘That is 
wh l idea As | regard the franku 
privilege, itis a bencfit to my constituents, not to 


me. You propose to sweep it away from my 
constituents, who derive the benefit, and leave tt 
as a compliment to others who occupy no official 
station. I say let the benefit and complimy nt go 
together, if « ithe r must go, 

Mr. TRUMBULL. 1 am in favor of striking 
out the proviso, although I do not understand 1 


exactly as the Senator from New Hampshi 


does. I think we had better get rid of this whol 
free matter. [tis hardly worth while to conti 
the franking privilege to a sing! imdivide ils b 
I do not understand that ex-Presidents will hav 
the right to frank. The proviso reads, that 

This act s I} not apply to any person or persons to 
Whom the tranking privilege may bave been granted by 
name. 

The franking privilege is not grant d by nam 
to ex-Presidents. It is granted to them as offi 
cers, as it is to members of Congress, and no ex 
President could frank if the proviso were adopted. 
It i ot a hol ap} ly to asine! h Iman bein Pr. l up- 
pr hen d, pt it be Mrs. Polk. I donot know 
whi eae anmiee Sa. mar: by HAM. 

Mr. GW I? Me id others. Yes. 


1 

Mr. TRU MBU em So far as Ll know, that is 
the only CASE, if it be one. I do not think it 
would ; ippiy to cx- Presidents. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. As th 
nois wants to understand it, 
that the reason is this: in 
the franking privilege 
been conferred « 
as a proper means of carrying on the publie busi- 
Four or five persons have had it conferred 
on them by name as a compliment, and for life. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Who are they: 

Mr. BENJAMIN. Mrs. Polk, among 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Who are the rest 

Mr. BENJAMIN. One or two ex-Presidents; 
Mr. Pierce, them. Mr. Van Bu- 
ren is one. 

Mr, TRUMBULL. I in 
conferred upon the ex-Presidents by name. Is 
there not a general law giving ex-Presidents the 
right to frank? I have before me the statutes, and 
I find that a statute confers upon ex-Vice Presi- 


Senator from Ili- 
] will State sunply 
all other cases where 
rred, it has 
us of public 


has been conf 


n consideratk policy, 


ness. 


‘the rest. 


I think, among 


quire whether it is 


dents the right to frank during life, but this amend- 
ment wo not save their rizht, | wuse itis not 
conferred on ex-Vice Presidents by name. It is 


only on the officers. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. The object is simply not 
to withdraw acompliment that has been conferred 
on anybody by name. I think that is what the 
proviso claims to reach. That is all that any one 
pretends to save from the bill. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. ThenI should liketo know 
, other than that of Mrs. 
Polk, if that be one, where the franking privilege 
has been conferred by name? 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I am told that there are one 
or two other names. It is said Mr. Fillmore and 
Mr. Tyler enjoy that privilege by name. I am 
not certain; | have not looke d: but whoe ver has 
it by name ought to retain it. 

Mr. NICHOLSON. I think wna Senator from 
Illinois is entirely correct. There is hut one pet r- 
son who, by name, enjoys the franking privilege, 
and that is Mrs. Polk. 

Mr. HAMLIN. If it be true that there is no 
person to whom it applies by name, except Mrs 
Polk, I make no objection to that, if she is the 
only person. With the consent of the Senate, I 
will withdraw my motion to strike out the pro- 


is a single case 


| viso, for I have certainly no disposition to strike 


| a sound one 
| youe ertainly should 


| sent the proposition to strike 


at he r, if she is the only one; but ‘the reason stated 
by the Senator from New Hampshire is certainly 
If you give it to the ex-Presidents, 
) not take it away from the 
President for the time being. 

The PRESIDINGOFFICER. By general con- 
out may be with- 
drawn. 

Mr. CAMERON. I object to its 
drawn, because, as I understand it, 
men will retain this privilege. 


be ing with- 
three or four 
Let us strike itall 


NAL GLOBE. 


do not, nt will be the beginning 
other alterations m the system. bt will be said 


ecause some gentleman, Who wasonce Vice 
President, receives matter through’the mail free, 
therefore, somebody else should have the sam 
privilege. T want to have it cleared out entirely, 


Let us rin the world anew on this subject 

Mr. CLARK. If this proviso does extend to 

but Mrs. Polk, let it be stricken out, lt 
not, let hes be named in the proviso, and 
1 shall vote for it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. ‘The question 
is ov striking out the proviso im the amendment 
reported by the committer 

Mr. MALLORY. I understood the Senator 
from Maine to withdraw his amendment. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER, 


yooay 


o a 
! Goes 


Obj clioh W ~ 


made to his withdrawing it. The Secretary will 
call the roll on striking out the provis« 
‘The Secretary proceeded to call the roll, a d 


coneluded the eall. 

Mr. COLLAMER. I voted undes 
prehension. My present view 1 
proviso no person would 


, that under the 
reeeive or send matter 


by frank, by name, except Mrs, Polk, and there- 
fore | vote ** nay.”’ 

Mr. CAMERON, I did not understand that 
no other person was allowed this privilege by law 
except Mrs. Polk. I think the Senator from 
Louisiana said there were three or four persons, 


Mr. BENJAMIN. I said 
formed. lam not aware of 
yranting this 
ay if there 
refuse it, 

Mr. CAMERON. |! 


1 ) 
Conunuinge the privitegs 


that | was so in- 
any law expressly 
privik ve to any one else . but l 
be, it would be most ungracious to 


should not vote 
to Mrs. 


Ll will vot 


agralnst 
Polk “if that is 


the only ease. *nay,’” with th 


derstand) ne that she is the only person who will 
be entitled to the benefit of this proviso, 
The result was announced—ayes 13, nays 40; 


as follows: 


Y EAS—Messr Bingham, Chandler, 
Grim llale, Liamlin, Harlan, Kin 
ner, dnd Trumbull—ts. 

NAYS—Mesei Anthony, 
Brown, Cameron, Chesnut, Clay, Clingman, Collamer, 
Crittenden, Davis, Dixon, Doolittle, Durkee, Fiteh, Fitz 
patrick, Foot, Green, Gwin, Hammond, Hemphill, Hunter, 
Johnson of Arkansus, Johnson of Tennessee, Kennedy, 
Lane, Mallory, Mason, Nicholson, Pearce, Powell, Rice, 
Saulsbury, Sebastian, Slidell, Ten Eyck, Toombs, Wigfail, 
and Wilkinson—40 

So the motion to strike 


Mr. GWIN. Inasmuchas the amendments to 
the original bill did not inelude this proviso, I pre- 
fer having the vote on the substitute reported by 
the Committe@on the Post Office and Post Roads; 
but I wish to add to it the additional section which 
was incorporated in the original bill on the motion 
of the Senator from Kentucky. 

Mr. POWELL. 1 will offer this as an amend- 
ment to the substitute: 

And be it further enacted, That this act shall take effect 
from and after the 15th day of April, anno Domini 1860. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. If 
amendments be offered, either to the original bill 
which is proposed to be stricken out, or to the 
amendment reported by the committee, the ques- 
tion now is on striking out all the original bill 
after the enacting clause as it has been amended, 
and inserting in lie u the reof the amendment re- 
ported by the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads, as amended. 

The substitute, as amended, was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, 
and the amendments were concurred in. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I should like 
the bill read as it now stands. 

The Secretary read it, as follows: 

Be it enacted, §c., That all laws by which any person or 
persons are authorized to send or receive any mailable 
inatter free of postage, be, and the same are hereby, re 
pealed: Provided, That this act shall not apply to any per 
son Or persons to whom the franking privilsge may have 
been granted by name. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enact That this act shall 
take effect from and after the I sth day of April, A. D. 1°60. 


Mt. MASON. I was under the impression that 
this bill, in the various mutations it h: *¢ under 
gone, contained a clause that nothing should | 
free through the mails. I peres ive, however, that 
the franking privilege only aken way. 

Mr. POWELL. I cand su 


tor from Virginia, that the amendment propose d 


Clark, Foster, 
¢g, Pugh, Seward, Sum 


tSenjamin, Bigler, Bragg, 


out was not agreed to. 


no further 


to hear 






st tothe Sei 








t 
t 
q 
¥ 





788 


was placed on the first section of the original bill, | 


and this has been substituted for that. 

Mr. MASON. I know that. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill is now 
open to further amendment. 

Mr. MASON. I move to insert in the bill as it 
now stands, after the word ** repealed,”’ 

And that hereafter nothing shall pass free by mail. 

Mr. CAMERON. I propose to except from 
that amendment the exchanges between ne wspa- 
pers. [**Oh, no.’’} I can make the motion, I sup- 
ose, [**Certainly.”’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
ison the amendment of the Senator from Virginia. 

Mr. CAMERON. I propose to amend the 
amendment by adding to it, ‘fexcept exchanges 
between the editors of newspapers,’’ 

Mr. COLLAMER. The present provision in 
relation to newspapers, as near as [ can recollect 
it, is something lite this: Newspapers sent regu- 
larly from the office of publication, are sent to the 
different subscribers for a quarter—either paid mn 
advance or oe at the end of the quarter, at the 
post office, by the person receiving them. They 
pass, in one sense, free; that is, they are not ne- 
cessarily prepaid by the quarter. ‘The adoptior 
of the amendment proposed by the Senator from 
Virginia, it seems to me, would embarrass that. 

Another thing: They now pass free, for thirty 
miles, [ think, or within the county within which 
they are publishe d. This would cut that off. I 
do not think either of these purposes was intended 
by the honorable mover of this amendment. It 
was intended, as I supposed, to cut off the man- 


ner in which the Congressional Globe passes | 


through the mail, by a general act. The Con- 
gressional Globe passe& free through the mails 
now, without being franked. 

Mr. MASON. It was aimed at that, because 
I did not recollect that anything else did pass free; 
but if anything does pass free I should be disposed 
to aim at the whole, and let nothing go free. 

Mr. COLLAMER. The exchanges between 
publishers of newspapers also go free. ‘These are 
all I have now on my mind of free matter. The 
amendment will cover all those cases, and will 
create, as I think, very considerable embarrass- 
ment unless it be in some measure modified, and 
I have not time now to draw a proper amendment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from Pennsylvania moves to amend the amend- 
ment by inserting ** except the exchanges between 
the editors of newspapers.’’ 

Mr. SEWARD. oe the honorable Senator 
from Pennsylvania whether it will not answer his 





they have frequently a cart load by the day. 
want the Senator from Pennsylvania to let us have 
a separate vote on excepting newspapers from 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


postage within twenty miles of the office of pub- || 


lication. &. 

Mr. RICE. The Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads have now under consideration 
the matter of an entire revision of the postal laws, 
and I think it would be better that no amendment 
of this kind. should now be adopted; because, if 
it be, it will certainly embarrass the committee in 
the labors it has now undertaken. When the bill 
which the committee is about to report comes be- 
fore the Senate, any of these amendments can be 
offered and adopted if the Senate sees fit. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Let ws adjourn. 

Mr. RICE. I move that when the Senate ad- 


journs, it adjourn to meet hereafter at twelve || 


o'clock. 

Mr. MASON. The motion is out of order 
now. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I move that the Senate 
do now adjourn. 

Mr. GWIN. I hope not. 

Mr. SLIDELL. 
be acreed to. 
than proper facility 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Thope there will be no 
debate on the question. ‘The motion is not a de- 
batable one. 


Mr. SLIDELL. 





I would simply say to the 


I hope the motion will not | 
I have yielded, I think, with more | 


honorable Senator from Kentucky that there was | 
avery distinct understanding, I thought, assented | 
to by the Senate, that after this bill should be dis- 


posed of, the bill for the regulation of the banks in | 


the District of Columbia should be taken up in- | 


formally, that it might remain as the unfinished || 
I hope the Senator from | 
Kentucky, under these circumstances, will allow || 
| think we can dispose of | 


business of the day. 


us to finish this bill. 
it very soon. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Chair | 


understand the Senator from Kentucky to with- 
draw the motion to adjourn ? : 
Mr. CRITTENDEN. Yes, sir; for the pur- 
pose indicated by the Senator from Louisiana. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from Minnesota moves that, when the Senate ad- 


journs, it be to meet hereafter at twelve o’clock. 


Mr. MASON. I object to that motion. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The motion 


being objected to, it cannot be entertained in this 


| stage. ‘The question now is on the amendment 
, moved by the Senator from Pennsylvania to the 


purpose to enlarge his amendment and say, ‘‘ex- || 


cept newspapers which are left as now provided 
by law.’”’ 

Mr. CAMERON. I accept that amendment. 

Mr. CLAY. I hope that amendment will not 
prevail. That would just achieve one of the most 
objectionable features of this privilege of the free 
transmission of matter through the mails, which 
is to centralize power in the* great cities, and to 
vive an immense circulation to such papers as the 
Herald and the Tribune, which I do not think do 
much to mmprove the morals or the politics of the 
country. The effect of it would be to destroy 
all the local papers and to give increased power 
to the papers in the great metropolis of the Union, 
and | presume that is the object of the Senator 


haps the object of the Senator from Pennsylvania 
in accepting It, 

Mr. MASON. I think it would be better if 
the Senator from Pennsylvania would restore his 
amendment to the form in which he at first pro- 
posed it, so as to-aflect only the exchanges be- 
tween newspapers; because if it leaves newspapers 
as they now stand by law, it will embrace the 
Globe, which is the only newspaper now that 
passes free of postage to everybody. 

Mr. PUGH. The Senator is mistaken. There 
if & provision that a newspaper may circulate 
within the county where it is published free of 
postage. Now, | am willing to retain that pro- 
vision, because the fact is that it is an advagtage 
to the Department. Where the newspaper circu- 
lates in its county, Many postmasters act as agents 


for it. Their compensation is small, and it is | 


really an encouragement to the local press, and it 


does not injure the revenue. I am willing te re- | 


tain that; but I am not willing to except from the 


general rule the exchanges of newspapers, for | 





amendment of the Senator ftom Virginia to the 
bill. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Then I renew my mo- 
tion to adjourn. I surrendered it only for the 


purpose of allowing the Senator from Louisiana | 


| made the special order for to-morrow. 


to have his bill taken up, in order that it might be 
It is to 
get rid of any further action on this bill now, that 
I make the motion to adjourn. 


Mr. GREEN called forthe yeas and nays, and || 


they were ordered; and being taken, resulted— 


yeas 2], nays 35; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Anthony, Bingham, Chandler, Clark, | 


| Mr. HALE. I desire to offer an amendment 


Collamer, Crittenden, Dixon. Doolittie, Durkee, Fessen- 


den, Foster, Grimes, Hale, Hamlin, King, Simmons, Sum- 
ner, Ten Eyck, Trumbull, Wade, and Wilkinson—21. 
NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Benjamin, Bragg, Brown, Cam- 


| eron, Chesnut, Clay, Clingman, Davis, Fitch, Fitzpatrick, | 
from New York in making the motion, and per- || 





Foot, Green, Gwin, Hammond, Harlan, Hemphill, Hunter, 
Iverson, Johnson of Arkansas, Johnson of Tennessee, Ken- 
nedy, Lane, Mallory, Mason, Nicholson, Powell, Pugh, 
Rice, Saulsbury, Sebastian, Seward, Slidell, Toombs, and 
Wigtall—s. + , 

So the Senate refused to adjourn. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the amendment of the Senator from Penn- 


| sylvania to the amendmegt of the Senator from 


Virginia. 
Mr. MASON. Under the assurence that this 


| measure will be provided for in the general Post 


Office bill, and to avoid embarrassing this meas- 
ure, I withdraw my amendment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will 
regard the amendment offered by the Senator from 
Virginia as withdrawn, no objection being made; 
and of course the amendment to the amendment 


will fall with it. The question is on ordering the |) 


bill to be engrossed and read a third time. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. I offer the following 
amendment: 


And be it further enacted, That in addition to the name 
and address of the person to whom any newspaper, period- 


| 





it 
| || ical, or magazine, is sent by mail, the publisher thereof shal! 


be allowed to write or print.on the same the date to which 
the subscription has been hall be paid, without subject- 
ing him to the payment of any additional postage. 


The object of the amendment is simply this: 
as the law now stands, newspaper publishers are 
authorized to send receipts for subscriptions with 
their newspapers, and they are authorized to print 
or write the name and address of the subscriber 
upon the paper. A number of newspapers in this 
country have adopted a plan of adding the date 
to which the subscription for the paper has been 
paid. It is a great accommodation both to the 


|, person who receives the paper and to the publisher. 


‘hey have a little machine by which this is done, 
and with which, I am told, a single individual can 
direct two thousand papers in an hour. Itisa 
very great convenience. The Post Office Depart- 
ment has decided that they have no right to affix 
the date; that the printing in figures of the date 
when the subscription expires subjects the news- 
| paper to letter postage. It is to obviate that dif- 

ficulty that I offer this amendment. It defrauds 
the Department in no respect, because the printer 
may now write out a receipt, and send it with the 
paper. It is a very great convenience to news- 
er publishers, and itis a great convenience to 

subscribers to know when their subscriptions run 
out. I presume every Senator has seen on some 
of the newspapers he receives his name in print, 
with the date to which his subscription had been 
paid. The object of this amendment, and all there 
1S in it, is simply to allow that date to be affixed. 
| When the matter was brought to the notice of the 
| Post Office Department, the Postmater General, 
as I understand, considered that technically, under 
the law as it stood, the publisher had no right to 
affix this. I apprehend there can be no objection 
to the amendment. 

Mr. GWIN. As it has been stated by the Sen- 
ator from Minnesota that we are preparing a gen- 
eral bill on this subject, we can provide for this 
case there; and I would much prefer that the Sen- 
ate shguld not amend this bill. 

Mr. BIGLER. It belongsto. 
of the subject. 

The amendment was rejected. 

Mr. HALE. Ido not know that I heard the 
last remark of the Senator from California. 

Mr. GWIN. I stated that we were preparing 
in the Post Office Committee a general Pill in re- 
| gard to the postal system, and in that we can pro- 
vide for questions such as have been presented in 
the amendment of the Senator from Illinois. 
| Mr. HALE. Iam on that committee, and | 

was not aware of that fact. . 
Mr. GWIN. The matter has been discussed 
in the committee. The Senator from Minnesota 
| made the statement. 
| Mr. HALE. It is news to me. [did not know 
| that any such subject had been referred to the 
| committee. 

Mr. RICE. It was discussed at the last ses- 
sion, and has been also at this session: and on 
| member of the committee was requested, and vol- 
| unteered, to look up the laws, and ascertain what 
/ amendments might be necessary. 


‘fferent branch 


to this bill. I do not know what will be its fate, 
but [ offer the amendment: 

nd be it further enacted, That all Jaws which perinit 
| mail matter to be carried outside of the maii, by express or 
otherwise, be, and the same are hereby, repealed. 
| Mr. GWIN. T have no objection to that. 
| Mr. HALE. I wish simply to state what the 
| object of the amendment is. We have certain 
| laws which require certain matter to be carried in 
_ the mail for certain prices. We are now abolish- 
| ing, as I understand, all special favors and privi- 
_ leges, and commanding everybody to pay postage. 
There are certain exceptions made in the existing 
| laws by which certain. things that go under the 
description of mailable matter, and that ought to 
be sent by mail, may be carried outside of the 
mail, by express. I want to take away that ex- 
ception and make the laws general. If we are 
going to abolish the franking privilege, let us 
abolish all these privileges, and do not give to one 
class of people privileges that others do not have. 
It is against the law to carry letters outside the 
, mail; but there is an exception in favor of certain 
newspapers, that they may be carried by express. 
| Let us have a clean thing of it. 
| ‘The amendment was rejected. 


February 15, . 


degen 


aang. 4 


ae eae 0 0 aK as 


etn 


Seta 4 ot Mase oe AP 


Mivahe 


am sue @ ec aw 


rT eS ee 


a 


ane 


ees aw 





ot 


2 age ena ra Se Ragagantne aot. 


Bean e's. 


"ett + Raat. So 


Nite. 


L860. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unanimous 
consent, the bill can now be read the third time. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. [| object to its third read- 
ing at this time. ' 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The third 
reading of the bill being objected to, it must lie 
over. 

Mr. SLIDELL. Mr. Presidgnt—— 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I -will Sate, if the Sena- 
tor from Louisiana will allow me, why I object. 
I have had no opportunity ,*unti! this bill came WP 

1 


T 


to-day, of looking into it and examining it, and 
have not been able to attend to the debate. 
wanted an adjournment for the purpose of allow- 
ing me to examine it, but the majority chose to 
say that we should not adjourn, and that the bill 
should be forced through. Understanding that 
one objection carries the bill over a day, I make 
that objection. 

Mr. PUGH. Does one objection carry the 
third reading over? I understand that a bill can- 
not be read twice in one day, but the first and 
second readings of this bill were previous to its 
reference to the committee. It was read twice 
and referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads, and reported back. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
stands corrected. He was under an erroneous 
impression that the bill had been read once to- 
day. It having been read twice before, a single 
objection does not carry it over. 

The bill was read the third time. 

Mr. SLIDELL. I ask for the yeas and nays 
on the passage of the bill. . 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Can the question be taken 
on the third reading and passage of the bill on the 
same day? [** Yes!”’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. There is noth- 
ing-in the rules to prevent it. 

Mr. HALE. Can the bill be passed unless it 
has beenengrossed? I know it used to be the rul- 
ing of*the late Vice President King that it could 
not; and I have heard it ruled a number of times 
that, unless a bill is actually engrossed, it cannot 
be read the third time. It is ordered to be en- 
grossed, and read a third time. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. If there is any objection 
that I can make, in any stage of proceeding, that 
will carry the bill over until to-morrow, I desire 
to make it. 

The PRESIDINGOFFICER. The bill having 
been read twice before to-day, there is no rule to 
interpose an objection to its being read the third 
time to-day, and finally passed. The bill having 
been three times read, the question now is, ‘ Shall 
the bill pass?’’ and upon this the yeas and nays 
are demanded. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 54, nays 2; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Benjamin, Bigler, Bingham, 
Bragg, Brown, Cameron, Chandler, Chesnut, Clark, Clay, 
Clingman, Collamer, Crittenden, Davis, Dixon, Doolittle, 
Durkee, Fessenden, Fitch, Fitzpatrick, Foot, Foster, 
Green, Grimes, Gwin, Hale, Hamlin, Hammond, Harlan, 
Haun, Hunter, Iverson, Johnson of Arkansas, Johnson of 
Tennessee, Kennedy, King, Lane, Mallory, Mason, Nichol- 
son, Powell, Pugh, Rice, Saulsbury, Sebastian, Seward, 


Slidell, Sumner, Ten Eyck, Toombs, Trumbull, Wade, 
and Wigfall—54. 


NAYS—Messrs. Hemphill and Wilkinson. 
So the bill was passed. 


STATUE OF WASHINGTON. 


Mr. BROWN. I desire to introduce a resolu- 
tion, and ask for its present consideration. I 
think every Senator who will hear it will under- 
stand its propriety: 


Resolved, That acommittee of three be appointed on the | 


part of the Senate to act in concert with such committee 
as may be appointed on the part of the House of Represent- 
atives, in making suitable arrangements for the inaugura- 
tion of the equestrian statue of General Washington, on 
the 22d February. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I object to the present 
consideration of the resolution. 
_ The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objection,be- 
ing made, the resolution must lie over. 


BANK ISSUES IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 


Mr. SLIDELL. I now move to take up the 
bill for the regulation of banks in the District of 
Columbia, simply for the purpose of leaving it as 
the unfinished Sacken for to-morrow. 

_ The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as 
in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to eon- 


| and demoralizing in its influences. 


| sirable reform in this respect; and have no objec- | hand a petition of B. D. Williams, Delegate lect 


HE 


| transmitting, in pursuance of the act of May 1, 


as ; : ; 
| appropriations carried to the surplus fund; which, | 


I 
sider the bill (S. No. 50) to prohibit the issue of 
bank notes by corporations, associations, or in- 
dividuals, within the District of Columbia: and 
further to prevent the circulation of bank notes 
by any incorporated company or association of 
individuals beyond the limits of the District of 
Columbia of a less denomination than twenty dol- 
lars. 


Mr. SLIDELL. 


I now move that the Senate 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


adjourn. || 


r . o | 
[he motion was agreed to; and the Senate 
adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Wepnespay, February 15, 1860. 

The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 
by Rev. J. L. Exuiorr. 

‘The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


Prayer 


The SPEAKER presented the following ex- || 


ecutive communications; which were referred as 
indicated below: 
A communication from the War Department, 


1820, a statement of the appropriations applicable 
to the service of that Department for the fiscal 
year ending June 30, 1859; the amount drawn 
from the Treasury by requisition during the same 
period; the balance on the Ist of July, 1859; and 


on motion of Mr. Suerman, was referred to the | 
Committee of Ways and Means, and ordered to | 


be pone. 
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knowingly vote for any such proposition; and I 
certainly misapprehended the purport of the Senate 
amendment yesterday, if such a meaning can be 
imputed to it. I regard such a proposition as a 
retrograde movement, a step backward, not at all 
in keeping with liberal legislation and the progress 
of the age. Rather than encumber the spread of 
information among the masses by shackling the 
mails, | would vote for increased facilities to the 
circulation of our country newspapers. 1 will 
never consent to impose the tax vnon knowledg: 
which a previous Congress wise’ y removed; and 
therefore desire to enter my protest against any 
such legislation. In my section of the country the 
post office sustains itselfunder present regulations; 
and even if it did not, I ane be unwilling to re-, 
turn to the former practice. It is more important, 
in my opinion, that we should have free mails, 
cheap postage, and unrestricted circulation for 
country newspapers, than that we should main- 
tain armies, navies, and a diplomatic serviée. I 
would vote for the abolition of the latter, before I 
would embarrass or curtail the former. 
Mr. FLORENCE. I submitted yesterday a 


1] a of the highest privilege, and I now ask 


the consentof the House to make an explanation 
of that matter. I labored under a misapprehen- 
sion in relation to the construction of the law by 


the Superintendent of Public Printing. I find that 


communication from the War Department, || 


transmitting statements, exhibiting the contracts 


| made under the authority ofthe Department during | 


referred to our committee. 


the year 1859; which, on motion of Mr. Stanton, ] 


was referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, 
and ordered to be printed 


Testimony in the Michigan contested-election | 


case. 

The SPEAKER. Ifthere be no objection, this 
testimony will be referred to the Committee of Elec- 
tions. 

Mr. FLORENCE. Whatdisposition was made 
of that communication ? 


The SPEAKER. It was testimony taken in 


the contested-election case from Michigan, and || 


was referred to the Committee of Elections. Ifthe 
Committee of Elections desire it to be printed, it 
will be ordered accordingly. 

Mr.CAMPBELL. We donotdesireany such | 


motion at this time. Wemerely want the papers 


PERSONAL EXPLANATIONS. 


Mr. KILLINGER. Yesterday I voted for the 
Senategamendment to the Post Office deficiency 
bill, providing for the abolition of the franking 
yrivilege. As now exercised, that privilege has | 
yecome a great public evil, and leads to abuses of | 
a most flagrant character. It costs the Govern- | 
ment immense sums of moncy, and is corrupting | 
I was willing | 
to strain a point to obtain what I regard as a de- 


| tion to vote for any measure of reform, even if it 


comes before us in the somewhat irregular shape | 
of an amendment to a deficiency or appropriation | 
bill. I would not hesitate to vote a measure of 


State into an appropriation or deficiency bill, if 


I saw no other mode of obtaining the consent of | State constitution pre aratory to admission into 


the Senate to such relief. Such a contingency | 


| may arise in the present Congress; and I had, 


therefore, no hesitation on thatscore. Itis a poor 


rule that will not work both ways. | Committee on Territories, and ordered to be 


I] printed. 


But it seems there is a clause attached to the 
Senate amendment, the purport of which escaped 
my attention, and which, as | have since yester- 
day heard it construed, does not meet my ap- | 
proval. I djd not hear the section read at the 


Clerk’s desk; and in the confusion which prevailed || 


in the Hall at the time, I obtained an indisting 
impression of its import. I understand it is con- | 
strued to interfere with the free transmission of | 
our country newspapers through the mails. There | 


| was nothing said on this point in the discussions | 


| change in the Post Office laws. 


we heard yesterday; and I believe it was not the | 


intention of the, Senate to embrace so sweeping a 
3ut lest my vote | 
might be misapprehended, I take this early occa- 
sion to say, in explanation of it, that I would not | 


_ 





| resolution that the Committee on Printin 


document to which I referred yesterday—the an- 
nual report of the State Department on our for- 
eign commercial relations—came here regularly, 
and that the Superintendent of Public Printing 
construed the pedal to print, made by the House, 
properly under the law. I now merely submita 
ing be in- 
structed to consider the propriety of printing five 
thousand extra copies. That motion did not ae- 
company the resolution yesterday, and it can now 
go to the Committee on Printing. The resolution 
to refer the subject of printing the extra copies 
was not considered at the time the document itself 
was ordered to be printed by the House, and it is 
proper it should now be referred to, when there is 
no objection. That is the course the rules of the 
House require upon motions to print extra copies 
of all documents referred to this House. 
Mr. WINSLOW. I move that there be aeall 


of the House; and upon that I demand the yeas 
and nays. 


KENTUCKY CONTESTED-ELECTION CASE. 


Mr. ADAMS, of Kentucky, by unanimous 
consent, presented the response of Mr. Anper- 
son, of Kentucky, to Mr. Chrisman, in the mat- 
ter of the contested-election case from Kentucky; 
which was referred to the Committee of Elections, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WINSLOW. I call for the regular order 
of business. 

The SPEAKER. The first business in order 
is the election of a Public Printer. A preliminary 
motion, that there be a call of the House, has 
been made. 


| DELEGATE FROM JEFFERSON TERRITORY, ETC. 


Mr. ADAMS, of Kentucky. I hold in my 


from the Territory of Jefferson, together with the 
memorial of the provisional government of that 


| Territory, asking that Mr. Williams shall be ree 


, a ; eee || ognized as such Delegate. 
relief to the suffering industrial interests of my |! 


Also, a petition from 
the said provisional government, requesting Con- 
gress to pass an act authorizing them to frame a 


the Union as one of the sovereign States of the 


same. . 


The petitions were severally referred to the 


MICHIGAN CONTESTED-§LECTION CASE. 
Mr. FLORENCE. I desire to submit a mo- 


tion in reference to the disposition of the evidence 
in the Michigan contested-election case. A gen- 
tleman who is upon the Committee of Elections 
informs me that it is impossible for the committee 
to consider those papers unless they are printed. 
They cannot find time to read written testimony. 
I move that that testimony be printed. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair understands that 
tle practice is to leave that matter to the Com- 
mittee of Elections. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. The committee can make 
that motion at the proper time. 
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ject, 1 will now vote “ay. 
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Mr. FLORENCE 


mouon.,. 


Very well; I withdraw my 
CALL OF THE HOUSE. 


Mr. WINSLOW 
tion being put. : 
Mr. SHERMAN. Th re 18 ho obj ctuuon to a 


call of the Ilous . and hence no neces SSILy for the 


I now Insist upon my mo- 


Vet nays. 
" The yeas and nays were ordered. 
Mr. HOARD. Iceall for tellers upon the yeas 
ul d nays : 
The SPEAKER. The Chair has decided that 
yeas and nays were ord red, and the call 
omes too late. ‘The Clerk will call the roll 
the motion ** Shall there be a call of the House?’ 
Mr. BARKSDALE I desire tos iy that the 
ord rine of the yi as and naysisa violau m of th 
eroeement made y' sterday by both sides Vi 
rreed that after a call of th House, by which 
rentlemen might have an opportunity to get here, 
we would go into an election for Public Printer. 
Ir. WINSLOW. Ifgentlemen upon the other 
ide seriously think that my motion Isa violation 
of the agreement of yest rday, | will withdraw it 
instantly. But I thought it was expressly under- 
stood that we should have the preliminary mo- 
tions 
Mr. BURNETT. Irise to a question of order 
The yeas and nays have been ordered on the mo- 
tion that there be a call of the House, and no de- 
bate is in order. 
Mr. BARKSDALE. I was oniy making an 
explanation, which | clearly had aright. to make. 
The question was then put; and it was decided 
in the affirmative—yeas 122, nays 54; as follows: 
Y EFAS—Mesers. Green Adams, Allen, Alley, Thomas L. 
Anderson, Ashmore, Avery, Barksdale, Barrett, Beale, 
Bingham, Bocock, Boteler, Buren, Burnett, Burrouch 
Carter, John B. Clark, Clemen Ab sy” John Cochrane, 


Colfax, Cooper, Cox, Burton Craige, Curry, Curtis, David 
son, John G. Davis, Reuben poate: Dawce, De Jarnette, 
Duchl, Edmundson, Edwards, Florence, Fe-ter, Frank, 


Gartrell, Gurley, Hamilton, J. Morrison Harris, Hatton, Hill, 
Hindman, Lloard, Houston, Hioward, Hutchins, Jackson, 
Jones, Keitt, aoe . Killinger, Kunkel, Landrum, James 
M. Leach, Leake, Logan, Love, Charles D. Martin, Elbert 
S. Martin, Mareard Me lernand, McKean, McKnight, 
McPherson, McQueen, Miles, Millson, Montgomery, Moor- 
head, Edward Joy Morris, Isaac N. Morris, Morse, Nelson, 
Niblack, Nixon, Noell, Pendleton, Pettit, Peyton, Phelps, 
Porter, Potter, Pryor, Quarles, Reagan, Reynolds, Riggs, 
Christopher Robinson, James C. Robinson, Rust, Schwartz, 
Sherman, Sickles, William Smith, Spinner, Stallworth, 
Stanton, Stevens, Stevenson, Siokes, Stout, Stratton, Tay 

lor, Thayer, Theaker, Thomas, Tompkins, Train, Vallan 

digham, Vance, Vandever, Wade, Isracl Washburn, Wells, 
Wilson, Windom, Winslow, Wood, Woodrull, and Wood 

son 122, 

NAYS—Messrs. Charles F. Adams, Aldrich, Babbitt, 
Blake, Brayton, Briggs, Bristow, Buflinton, Burlingame, 
Burnham, Butterfield, Campbell, Carey, Case, Cobb, Conk 
ling, Corwin, James Craig, Dunn, Edgerton, Ely, Etheridge, 
Farnsworth, Fenton, Ferry, Gooch, Grow, Hale, Nardeman, 
Helmick, Holman, Humphrey, Irvine, Junkin, Francis W. 
Kellogg, Larrabee, DeWitt C. Leach, Lee, Loomis, Love- 
joy, Marston, Laban ‘I’. Moore, Morrill, Palmer, Royce, 
Sedgwick, Singleton, William N. Hl. Smith, Spaulding, 
Trimble, Van Wyck, Walton, Cadwalader C. Washburn, 
and Eilihu B. Washburne—4 


So a call of the House was ordered. 

During the call, 

Mr. LOGAN stated*that his colleague, Mr. 
Fouke, had paired off with Mr. Devano for two 
wecks from to-day. 

Mr. McKEAN. Lunderstood yester ‘ay that 
there was not to be a call of the House; but as I 
find I was mistaken, I change my vote from *‘ no’”’ 
to “Say _¥P 7 

Mr. FLORENCE. It was understood by unan- 
imous consent ~ it there should be a vote at one 
o’clock to-day; but the gentleman from Missouri 
made a reservation of the usual eall of thaHouse. 
| vote ** no,”’ 

Mr. CLEMENS lor the reasons already 

ated upon both sides, I vote in the affirmative. 


Mr. SHERMAN. I regard this call for the 


yeas and nays a viol&tion of the understanding of 


the House vi sterday, and for that reason I voted 


against a call of the House: but for the purpose of 


clearing away any misappre +hension upon the sub- 
Yet 1 do understand, 
and so do gentlemen upon this side of the House, 
that this motion for the yeas and nays isa dila- 
tory motion, and, as such, is in violation of the 
understanding of the House. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I change my vote from 
‘*no’’ to ‘Say.”’ } 

The result was then announced, as above re- 
corded. 

The roll of the House was then called, when 


the following members failed to answer to their 


> 


names: 

Messrs. Adrain. William C. Anderson, Ashley. Barry, 
Blair, Brabson, Branch, Brown, Horace FP. Clark, Clark B. 
Cochrane, Covode, Crawtord, Di iano, Eliot, English, Flor 
ence, Fouke, French, Graham, Hall, John T. Harris, Haw 
kins, Hickman. Holman, Hughes, ie nkins, William Kel- 
logg, Kenyon, Longnecker, Maclay, Mallory, Olin, Perry, 
Potule, Pugh, Rice, Seranton, Simms, Somes, James A. 
Stewart, William Stewart, Tappin, Underwood, Verree, 
Waldron, Webster, Whiteley, and Wriglit 

During the call of the roll, 

Mr. JOLIN COCHRANE stated that his col- 
league, Mr. Ciark, was paired off with Mr. Ken- 
YON. 

Mr. CAMPBELL stated that Mr. Hickman 
was paired off with Mr. Winre vey; that Mr 
Stewart, of Pennsylvania, was paired off with 
Mr. Srewart, of Maryland; that Mr. Brair was 
paired off with Mr. Marrix, of Ohio, upon all 
questions relating to the election of a Printer for 
the House of Ru prese ntatives:andthat Mr. Scran- 
TON was paired off with Mr. Statiworrtn. 


Mr. McPHERSON stated that Mr. Lone- 


' Bocock, Bonham, 


NECKER’s pair sull continued with Mr. Harris, 


of Virginia. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine, stated that Mr. 
Somes was paired off with Mr. Hawks. 

Mr. HOARD stated that Mr. PotrrLte was 
paired off with Mr. Crawrorp. 

The names of the absentees having been noted, 
by unanimous consent all further proceedings un- 
der the call were dispensed with. 

ELECTION OF PRINTER. 

The SPEAKER declared the first business in 
order to be the election of Printer to the Llouse of 
Representatives for the 'Thirty-Sixth Congress. 

Mr. WILSON. I MiovV to p stpone the elee- 
tion of Printer till to-morrow, at one o’elock. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Hlinois. 
cial order, and cannot be postpone d. 

Mr. WILSON. | call for the yeas and nays. 

The SPEAKER. TheC hair considers the mo- 
tron to postpone in ord Ss 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. After the 
election being made a spe cial orde r, a postpone- 
ment is, evidently, not m order. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair does not under- 
stand that there was any special order. 

Mr. SHERMAN. By the resolution adopted 
the other day by the House, it was madea special 
order. : 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is of opinion that 
the motion to postpone 1s in order, 

Mr. BOCOCK. 


It is a spe- 


F } , ao <r 1 

ebruary 15, 
Francis W. Kellogg, William Kellogg, Kilgore, Killinger, 
DeWitt C. Leach, Lee, Loomis, Lovejoy, Marston, Mc- 
Kean, McKnight, MePherson, Millward, Moorhead, Mor 

rill, Edward Joy Morris, Morse, Nixon, Palmer, Pettit, 
Porter, Potter, Christopher Robinson, Royce, Schwartz, 
Sedgwick, Sherman, Spaulding, Spinner, Stevens, Thayer, 
Theaker, Tompkins, Train, Trimble, Vandever, Van 
Wyek, Wade, Walton, Cadwalader C, Washburn, Elliliu 
B. Washburne, Isracl Washhurn, Wells, Wilson, Windom, 
Wood, Woodruff, and Mr. Speaker. 

For Mr. Glossbrenner—Messrs. Greeti Adams, Allen, 
Thomas L. Anderson, Ashmore, Avery, Barksdale, Barrett, 
eler, Bouligny, Boyce, Briggs, Bris 
tow, Burch, Burnett, John B. Clark, Clemens, Clopton, 
Cobb, John Cochrane, Cooper, Cox, James Craig, Curry, 
Davidson, John G. Davit, Reuben Davis, De Jarnette, 
Edmundson, Florence, Garnett. Gartrell, Hamilton, Harde - 
man, Hatton, Will, Hindman, Houston, Howard, Jackson, 
Jenkins, Jones, Keitt, Kunkel, Lamar, Landrum, Larra 
bee, James M. Leach, Leake, Logan, Elbert 8. Martin, 
Maynard, MeClernand, MeQuecen, MeRae, Miles, Millson, 
Mouatsomery, Laban 'T’. Moore, Sydenham Moore, Isaac N. 
Morris, Nelson, Noell, Pendfston, Peyton, Phelps, Pryor, 
Quarles, Reagan, Riggs, James C. Robinson, Ruffin, Rust, 
Sickles, Singleton, William Saat, Wiliiam N. H. Smith, 
Stallworth, Stevenson, Stokes, Stout, ‘Taylor, Thomas, 
Vallandighain, Vance, Webster, Winslow, and Woodson. 

For Messrs. Gales § Seaton—Messrs. Etheridge and Gil 
mer. 

During the vote, 

Mr. VANCE said: I stated, on a previous oc- 
casion, that my colleague, Mr. Leacn, had paired 


off with Mr. Asuiey. I understand now that, 


‘by mistake, Mr. Asuey was paired off with my 


colleague, Mr. Craice. I should like to know 
how that ts. Of course Mr. AsHiey ought not to 
be paired with two. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has no knowledge 
of any pair, and has no answer to give on that 
subject. 

Mr. VANCE. 
airs? ° 
The SPEAKER. There is no such record. 

Mr. LEACH, of Michigan. Mr. Asuuey is 
paired with Mr. Leacn, of North Carolina. 

Mr. LOVE, when his name was called, said: 
I desire to say, that my pair with Mr. Exior con- 
tinues for this day. After this di Ly it expires. 

Mr. MARTIN, of Ohio, stated that he was 
paired with Mr. Buarr. 

Mr. NIBLACK stated that he was paired with 


Is there not a record kept of 


| Mr. Verree on the question of the election of 


1 want to make an inquiry of | 


the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Suerman,] and | 


rentlemen on the other side. We have heard sev- 
eral times this n iorning rof an agreement that the 
election of Printer was to come up to-day after a 
call of the House. Was that only an agréement 
on one side ? . . 

Mr. SHERMAN. No,sir; weall assented to 
it, and will stand by it 


Mr. BARKSDALE. I desire to say that, by 


the unanimous consentof the House, it was agreed | 


yesterday that, after a call of the House to-day, 
we would go into an election for Printer. There 
was no objection to it on either side of the House. 
So faras I am concerned, I think we have delayed 
long enough. 

Mr. COLFAX. That was the agreement yes- 
terday, and it ought to be lived up to in good 
faith. 

Mr. GROW. The election of Printer was 
made a special order by unanimous consent of 
the Hlouse 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

Mr. Witson’s motion was not agreed to. 

The tellers resumed their places. 

The House proceeded to vote the third inte, 
viva voce, for Printer of the House of Represent- 
atives for the Thirty-Sixth Congress, with the 
following result: Whole number of votes cast, 
181; nec ssary toa choice, 91; of which— 
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There was no election. 

The following is the vote in detail: 

For Mr. Defrees—Messrs. Aldrich, Alley, Babbitt, Beale, 
Bingham, Blake, Brayton, Buffinton, Burlingame, Burn- 
ham, Burroughs, Butterfield, Campbell Carey, Carter, 
Case, Colfax, Conkling, Curtis, H. Winter Davis, Dawes, 
Duell, Dunn, Edgerton, Edwards, Ely, Farnsworth, Fenton, 
Ferry, Foster, Frank, Gooch, Grow, Gurley, Hale, Haskin, 
Helmick, Hoard, Humphrey, Hutchins, irvine. Junkin, 


| 


Printer. 

Mr. SCOTT stated that he had paired off with 
Mr. Sranron; otherwise he should have voted for 
Mr. Glossbrenner. 

Mr. COBB said: I am going to release my col- 
league, Mr. ee from the obligation 
imposed upon him yesterday. I felt it my duty, 
after the circumstances that transpired yesterday, 
to telegraph to Mr. Scranton, informing him that 
Mr. Strattworrn was here and wanted to vote, 
and asking him what I should do with his pair. 
I have received a message in reply, saying that 
he would be pleased if I should transfer his pair, 
and that he would return by the 28th. I shall 
transfer that pair to-day to my colleague, Mr. 
Puen, and to-morrow I will get a pair for Mr. 
Scranton that will be satisfactory. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I do not like to interrupt 
the taking of the vote, but I do obje ct to gentle- 
men going to the Cle rk’s s desk where the “telle rs 
are keeping the vote. It is not in order todo so. 
[ sincerely trust that it will not be necessary for 
me to intervene again in that matter, for it is un- 
pleasant to me. As Iam governed by a convic- 
tion of duty in all that I do upon the floor of the 
House, | must make objection. 3 

The SPEAKER directed that members, and 
others not entitled to be there, should retire from 
the Clerk’s desk. 

Mr. FLORENCE. | [ object to pages going to 
the Clerk’s desk and communicating with the 
members. 1 do not want any information about 


| the vote, and trust gentlemen will observe the 


rules. 

Mr. STRATTON, when his name was called, 
stated that he had paired off on the question of 
Printer with Mr. Sims. 

Mr. scorTrT. I rise toa personal explanation. 
Some surprise has been expressed by my friends 
on this side at my having paired off with Mr. 
Sranton. I wish simply to state that Mr. Sray- 
TON informed me that it was his intention to vote 
for Mr. Defrees; and aeeneqeeneyy 1 paired off 
with him. 

Mr. REYNOLDS stated that ‘he had paired off 
with Mr. Harris, of Maryland. 

Mr. FLORENCE. [ insist on the point of 
order which I submitted a mement ago. 
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The SPEAKER. Objection is made to the 
presence of members at the Clerk’s desk. They 

will please retire. 

Mr. CR AIGE, of North Carolina. I voted 
under a paenepe hen sion. When I left the city, 

week ago, I was not able to effect a pair; ; but I 
left the matter in the hands of Mr. Wivstow. He 
effected a pair for me, and told m« that my pair 
expired this morning; but, on consultation with 
the gentleman with whom the pair was made, | 
am informed that it does notexpire ull next week. 
I therefore ask leave to withdraw my vote. 

The vote was withdrawn. 

Mr. VANCE. [am authorized to say that the 
pair between my colleague, Mr. Leacu, and Mr. 
AsuL ey, has been so arranged as that Mr. Asu- 
Ley’s pair is transferred to Mr. Wricurt, of Ten- 
nessee, both being absent, and my colleague being 
pre sent. ; 

Mr. LEACH, of North 
voted. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I shall exercise my privi- 
lege, and call gentlemen by name the next time 
they go to the Clerk’s de sk. 

‘The result of the vote was announced, as above. 

The SPEAKER. The House will proceed to 
another vote for Printer. 

Mr. SHERMAN. There is some misunder- 
standing on this side of the House about Mr. 

Asuey’s pair. I would like to know what au- 
thority there was for the transfer of that pair to 
Mr. Wright—whether it was done | y consent, 
> how ? 

Mr. AVERY. I understood that my collearue, 
Mr. Wricut, was paired off with Mr. Somes. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. So I under- 
stood. 

Mr. LEACH, of Michigan. Mr. Asuvey and 
myself board at the same place, and consequently 
when he was leaving the city he left his pair in 
my charge, and requested me to say that he was 
paired with Mr. Leacu,of North Carolina; which 
L did. I knewW of no transfer, and have author- 
ized none. 

Mr. SHERMAN. 1 am now informed that 
Mr. Wricur is paired off with Mr.Somes. Itis 
evident there is some misunderstanding, and I 
trust gentlemen will rectify it. 

Mr. LEACH, of North Carolina. Under the 
circumstances, and supposing that the transfer 
has been improperly made, | ask leave to with- 
draw my vote. 

Mr. PHELPS. Itis too Jate now. It would 
not affect the result. Let the roll be called again. 

Mr. VANCE. In justification of myself, I 
wish to state that the transfer of the pair was made 
with the consent of Mr. Burrinron. Ido not 
know whether he had authority in the matter. 

Mr. HOUSTON. 
affect the result. 

Mr. SHERMAN. 
mistake will be rectified. 

Mr. VANCE. If the responsibility rests on 
any one, it certainly rests on the gentleman from 
Massachusetts, [Mr. Burrinton. 5 I] was author- 
ized to make she announcement to the House in 
order that my colleague might vote. That is all 
| know about it. 

The House proceeded to vote the fourth time 
viva voce for Printer of the House of Represent- 
atives for the Thirty-Sixth Congress, with the 
following result: Whole number of votes cast 180; 
necessary to a choice 91; of which— 


Carolina, thereupon 


a eee ae 90 
NN iain a sd oak a wlelue herge oes asec 89 
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There was no election. 

The following is the vote in detail: 

For Mr. Defrees—Messrs. Aldrich, Alley, Babbitt, Beale, 
Bingham, Blake, Brayton, Buffinton, Burlingame, Burn- 
ham, Burroughs, Butterfield, Campbell, Carey, Carter, 
Case, Colfax, Conkling, Curtis, H. Winter Davis, Dawes, 
Duell, buon, Edgerton, Edwards, Ely, Farnsworth, Fenton, 
Ferry, Foster, Frank, Gooch, Grow, Gurley, Hale, Haskin, 
Helmick, Hoard, Humphrey, Hutchins, Irvine, Junkin, 
Francis W. Kellogg, William Kellogg, Kilgore, Killinger 
DeWitt C. Leach, Lee, Loomis, Lovejoy, Marston, Me 
Kean, McKnight, McPherson, Millward, Moorhead, Mor 
rill, Edward Joy Morris, Morse, Nixon, Palmer, Pettit, Por 
ter, Potter, Christopher Robinson, Royce, Schwartz, Sedg 
wick, Sherman, Spaulding, Spinner, Stevens, Thayer, 
‘Theaker, Tompkins, Train, Trimble, Vandever, Van Wyck 
Wade,Walton, Cadwalader C. Washburn, Ellihu B. Wash 


burne, Israel Washburn, Wells. Wilson, Windom, Wood, | 


Woodruff, and Mr. Speaker. 

kor Mr. Glossbrenner—Messrs. Green Adams, Allen, 
Thomas L. Anderson, Ashmore, Avery, Barksdale, Barrett, 
Pocock, Bonham, Boteler, Bouligny, Boyce, Briggs. Bris 


At all events, it does not 


It does not; but I trust the 


tow, Bureh, Burnett, John B. Clark, Clemens, Clopton, 
Cobb, John Cochrane, Cooper, Cox, James Craig, Curry, 
Davidson, John G. Davis, Reaben Davis, De Jarnette, Ed 
mundson, Florence, Garnett, Gartrell, Gilmer, Hamilton, 
Hardeman, Hatton, Uill, Hindman, Houston, Howard, 
Jackson, Jenkins, Jon Keitt, Kunkel, Lamar, Landrum, 
Larrabee, Leake, Logan, Elbert 8. Martin, Maynard, Me 
Clernand, McQueen, McRae, Miles, Millson, Montgomery, 
Laban ‘T. Moore, Sydenham Moore, tsaae N. Morris, Nel 


‘ 


son, Noell, : ndieton, Peyton, Phelps, Pryor, Qu ules, 
Reagan, Riggs, James C. Robinson, Ruffin, Rust, Sickles, 
Singleton, Wi liam Smith, William N. H. Smith, Stall 
worth, Stevenson, Stokes, Stout, Taylor, Thomas, Vallan- 
digham, Vance, Webster, Winslow, and Woodson. 

For Messrs. Gales ¥ Seaton—Mr. Etheridge. 

The SPEAKER. The House will now pro- 
ceed to another vote for Printer. 

Mr. BOULIGNY, (at two o’clock, p.m.) l 
move that the House do now adjourn. 

Mr. RUFFIN. Leall for the yeas and nays on 
that motion. 

Mr. CLEMENS 
and nays. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. I believe there was 
a special order set for one o’clock. 

Mr. KEITT. What is that? 

Mr. MORRIS, Illinois. The call of the 
States for the int roduction of billsand resolutions. 
The hour of one o’clock having arrived and passed 
by, L call for the exeeution ot the special order. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would inform the 
gentleman from Illinois that a motion to recon- 
sider the resolution making that order has been 
entered. 

Mr. FLORENCE. My colleague [Mr. Grow] 
had better call up his motion to peipeenapeny now. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Lilinois. I move to lay the 
motion to reconsider upon the table. 

Mr. GROW. ‘The election of a Printer is a 
special order; aud 1 should like to know how this 
other matter can come up? 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. I suggest that the 
motion to adjourn be withdrawn, and that a mo- 
tion be made to postpom 
until to-morrow. 

Mr. BOULIGNY. 
adjourn. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. I move that the 
election of a Printer be postponed until to-mor- 
row. 

Mr. SICKLES. 
on that motion. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. I[ call for the regu- 
lar order of business—the call of the States for 
the introduction of bills and resolutions. Il un- 
derstand that the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
{[Mr. Grow] moved a rec onsideration of the vote 
upon the resolution offered by the gentleman from 
Missouri, [Mr. Craig.] If he insists upon that 
motion, | move to lay it upon the table. 

Mr. PHELPS I call the centleman from Illi- 
nois to order. Debate is not in order. 

The SPEAKER. The motion to reconsider 
is not before the Hous » 

Mr. STEVENSON. I move that the rules be 
suspended, and that the House resolve itself into 
the Committee of the Whole on the state‘of the 
Union. The gentleman from Missouri [Mr. An- 
DERSON] desires to address the House to-day. 

The SPEAKER. That motion does not ap- 
pear to the Chair to be in order pending the mo- 
tion to postpone the election of Printer. That 
motion is now before the House, and no debate 
isin order. ‘The yeas and nays are demanded 
on the motion to postpone. : 

Mr. STEVENSON. lLask for tellers on the 
yeas and nays. 

Tellers were ordéred; and Messrs. Joun Cocu- 
RANE, and Kevxioce of Illinois, were appointed. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Would it be im order to 
have the understanding arrived at here yesterday 
read ? If so, l ask that it ber ead from the Glob. . 
in order that gentlemen may vote understand- 
ingly. 

‘he SPEAKER. Unless by unanimous cen- 
sent, there can be no debate. 

Mr. HOARD. We want that gentlemen oppo- 
site shall see what the agreement was, for this is 
a violation of it. 

Mr. FLORENCE. Was there a vote taken, 
or Was it merely a general understanding? We 
have had two ballots, and I do not see any viola- 
tion of faith. IL have no objection, however, to 
the read: ing of the paper. 

The Clerk read, as follows: 

‘Mr. Barxerare. On Thursday last the other side ¢ 
the House was not ready to go into an election for Printez 


1 ask for tellers on the yeas 


the election of a Printer 


I withdraw the motion to 


I call for the yeas and nays 
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and without any objection being made upon this side of the 
House, the election was postponed until yesterday. Yes 
terday there were two ballots without an election ; and I 
frankly say to the other side of the House, that we are not 

ady for a vote for Printer to-day ; that we are not willing 
to go into an election now, because of the absence of gen 
tlemen upon this side of the House, who will be here to 
morrow, and because, as has been suggested to me by the 
gentieman from Virginia, [Mr. Sarrn,] of a misapprehen 

sion upon the part of one gentleman from Maryland. i pro 
pose, then, by unanimous consent, that the rules be sus 
p ‘nded, and that the House resolve itself into the Commit 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union upon the Post 
Office bill, and that we go into the election of a Printer to 
morrow immediately atter the reading of the Journal and 
a call of the House. 

*Mr. Cortis. We have a special order to-morrow at 
one o'’cloc*® 

‘Mr. BarkspaLe. We can pass over that until a ballot 
has been taken. | then move that the rules be suspended, 
and that the House resolve itself into the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, with a view of taking up 
the Post Office appropriation bill. 

“Mr. SuermMan. [simply wish to say, that if it Is the 
understanding that to-morrow we shall at once, and with 
out any more delay or excuse, dispose of this printing busi 
ness, I, for one, shall not object 

‘Mr. BarkspaLe. ‘Phere will be no objection after a 
call of the House, so as to allow gentlemen an opportunity 
to be here. 

‘Mr. SHerman. Very well, if that is the understanding 

‘The motion of Mr. BARKSDALE Was then agreed to,”’ 

Mr. SHERMAN. The agreement was, that 
we would dispose of this printing business to-day. 

Mr. STEVENSON. How can we dispose of 
it? 

Mr.SHERMAN. We can take another ballot; 
and if that does not dispose of it, | will agree to 
a postponement, 

Mr. BARKSDALE. I desire to say that my 
understanding was that we should go into an elee 
tion to-day. Now, 1 do not know whether the 
understanding extended to more than one ballot 
or not, so far as this side of the House is con- 
cerned; but so far as = am personally concerned, 
[ feel myself pledged to go on with the election 
to-day. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I ask that there shall be 
one more ballot; and then if there is no election, 
I will agree to a postponement. 

Mr. KEITT. I wish to inquire, in order to 
de _ my _ vote, of the member from Missis- 
sippi, [Mr. Barkspax,] whether or not, if forty 
he ots were re yey ‘d to elect a Speaker, he would 
feel himself under obligation to vote to remain in 
perpetual session for two weeks? 

Mr. BARKSDALE. I would not. 

Mr. GROW. I desire to inquire of the gentle- 
man from Mississippi [Mr. Barkspare} whether 
he does not feel under obligation to continue to 
vote for Printer to-day ? 

Mr. BARKSDALE. Until the ordinary hour of 
adjournment, so far as | am concerned. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. | withdraw the mo- 
tion to postpone. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. I desire to say that Ido 
not regard any other gentleman as pledged to go 
onwith the election to-day. Each gee mau must 
construe the agreement for himself; but so far as 
I am concerned, Lregard myself pledged to goon 
with the election to-d: Ly till the ordinar y hour of 
adjournment. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. I wish to say one 
word. [submitted the motion to postpone, under- 
standing that, as we had had two votes for Printer, 
the spirit of the agreement had been observed. 
Gentlemen, however,on both sides of the House, 
seem to think that it is not so; and as it is better 
to be on the safe side, | withdraw the motion. 

Mr. HILL. I had something to do with the 
arrangement made yeste ‘rday, postponing the elec 
tion of Printer until to-day. I re quested yester 
d: Ly, of the other side of the House—as well, l 
may say, as this side of the House—that we 

should pr stpone the election until to- day ; and the 
only reason that strikes me now why we might 
not go on to its completion, is simply this: I do 
not hear of the arrival of any absent member 

r . z 
We have already had two ineffectual votes to-day 
and from ali the indications and from my know!- 
edge of the character of the gentlemen who have 
riven those votes, Iam ine lined to think that, 

another vote is taken now , it will result just as 
the last one did. We ean make the trial, how 
ever; but, if it results in no election, I suggest 
that we do not repeat it. Let us have only one 
more vote. 

= ‘veral Republic an Memsers. One more vote. 

- STANTON. I desire to say that my friend 
Me California [Mr. Scott] has paired off with 
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me twice to-day. I do not desire to hold him to || Clerk will call the name of the gentleman from 
that arrangement longer; and, inasmuch as my || Texas, if he desires to change his vote. 


friends pledge me most positively that the print- 
ine shall be reduced, so that there shall be noth- 
ing to distribute—no plunder—I shall hereafter 
vote for the nominee of the Republican party. 

Mr. HILL  Itis strange that there should be 

uch eeneral interest in this matter, if there is 
nothing to parcel out. 

‘The House then proceeded to a fifth vote viva 
rece for Printer, with the following result: Whole 
number of votes, 182; necessary to a choice, 92; 
of which— 


er ee IE, 5s in io 6 dhe ROS Ess cee eel 91 
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So there was no choice. 


The following is the vote in detail: 


For Mr. Defrees—Mesers. Aldrich, Alley, Babbitt, Beale, 
Ningham, Blake, Brayton, Uuflinton, Burlingame, Burn 
bam, Burroughs, Butterticid,C ampbell.Carecy, Carter, Case, | 
(Colfax, Conkling, Curtis, 1H. Winter Davis, Dawes, Duell, 
Hunn, Edgerton, Edwards, Ely, Farnsworth, Penton, Ferry, 
loster, Frank, Gooch, Grow, Gurley, Hale, Haskin, Hel 
mick, Hoard, Humphrey, Hutchins, irvine, Junkin, Francis 
W. Kellogg, William Kellogg, Kilgore, Killinger, DeWitt 
‘'. Leach, Lee, Loomis, Lovejoy, Marston, McKean, Me 
Knight, McPherson, Millward, Moorhead, Morrill, Edward 
loy Morris, Morse, Nixon, Palmer, Pettit, Porter, Potter, 
(Christopher Robinson, Royce, Schwartz, Sedgwick, Sher 
man, Spaulding, Spinner, Stanton, Stevens, Thayer, Thea 
ker, Tompkins, Train, Trimble, Vandever, Van Wyck, 
Wade,Walton, Cadwalader C. Washburn, Eliihu B. Wash 
burne, Isract Washburn, Wells, Wilson, Windom, Wood, 
Woodruff, and Mr. Speaker. 

For Mr. Glossbrenner—Messrs. Green Adams. Allen. 
“homas L. Anderson, Ashmore, Avery, Barksdale, Barrett, 
“ocock, Bonham, Boteler, Bouligny, Boyee, Briges, Bris 
tow, Burch, Burnett, John B. Clark, Clemens, Clopton, 
Cobb, John Cochrane, Cooper, Cox, James Craig, Curry, 
Davidson, John G. Davis, Reuben Davis, De Jarnette, Ed 
nundson, Florence, Garnett, Gartrell, Gilmer, Hamilton, 
ilardeman, Hatton, Hill, Hindman, Houston, Howard, | 
Jackson, Jenkins, Jones, Keitt, Kunkel, Lamar, Landrum, 
Larrabee, Leake, Logan, Elbert 8. Martin, Maynard, Me 
(lernand, McQueen, McRac, Miles, Millsou, Montgomery, 
Laban T. Moore, Sydenham Moore, Isaac N. Morris, Nei 
son, Noell, Pendleton, Peyton, Phelps, Pryor, Quarles, Rea- 
gan, Riggs, James C. Robinson, Ruflin, Rust, Scott, Sickles, 
Singleton, William Smith, William N. H. Smith, Stall 
worth, Stevenson, Stokes, Stout, Taylor, Thomas, Vallan- 
digham, Vance, Webster, Winslow, and Woodson. 

lor Messrs. Gales & Seaton—Mr. Etheridge. 


Refore the vote was announced, 

Mr. BONHAM said: | propose to withdraw 
my vote from Mr. Glossbrenner and to vote for 
Mr. James N. Bethune, of the State of Georgia. 

Mr. HOUSTON. As the gentleman from South 


Carolina pro y0ses to vote for some eentleman if 


down in South Carolina or Georgia, I would like 
to have him tell me what sort of person he is. 

Mr. BONHAM. I will do so with great pleas- 
ure, | 

Mr. GROW. I rise to a question of order. No 
debate is in order. 

The SPEAKER. No debate is in order. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I want to know in reference 
to the qualifications of this man. I may want to 
vote for him myself. 

The SPEAKER. No debate is in order. 

Mr. BOCOCK. 1 desire to say to gentlemen | 
on the other side of the House that my colleague, 
Mr. Jenkins, supposing that there would not be 
another vote New tg has absented himself from 
the House. I hope gentlemen will indulge us 
until he comes in. 

Mr. HAMILTON. I desire to know if my 
name is recorded. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman’s name is 
recorded for Mr. Glossbrenner. 

Mr. HAMILTON. Well, sir, I propose to 
change my vote. 

Mr. GARNETT. I object to the gentleman 
from ‘Texas changing his vote, and call the yeas 
and nays. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Texas 
has the right to change his vote. 

Mr. GARNETT. I understand the Chair to 
decide that the gentleman from Texas has the | 
right to change his vote. I appeal from the de- 
cision of the Chair. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The question raised by the 
gentleman from Virginia is a very grave onc, and 
ought not to be decided without consideration. It 
affects directly the right of a member to control | 
his own vote. 

Mr. GROW. I insist upon my question of 
order, that no debate is in order. [Cries on the 
Republican side of ** Announce the vote !’"} 

The SPEAKER. The Chair so decides. The 


- 


Mr. HAMILTON. What has become of the 
question of order raised by the gentleman from 
Virginia? 

The SPEAKER That has been settled. 

Mr.GARNETT. I appealed from the decision 


of the Chair. 


The SPEAKER. Pending the taking of a vote, 
all questions must be decided peremptorily by the 
Speaker, subject toa vote of censure by the House 
hereafter. The Clerk will call the name of the 
gentleman from Texas, if he wishes to vote. 


Mr. HOUSTON. [Cries of “Order!”"] | Will | 


the Chair allow me to ask a question ? 
Mr. GROW. I insist that no debate is in or- 
der, and that the vote shall be announced. 


Mr. HAMILTON. May I be permitted to | 


|| say one word? [Republican members, ** No!’’] 


The SPEAKER. There can be no debate. 

Mr. HAMILTON. Lam willing to receive the 
decision of the Speaker. [Shouts of * Order!’’} 

Mr. FLORENCE, [Mr. Jenkins having now 
come into the Hall.) L hope the gentleman from 
Virginia will not msist upon his question of or- 
der, but that we shall have the vote announced. 
[Laughter, and cries of ** Order !’’] 


TT —— ‘ : . 
[The vote was then announced, as abeve re- 


corded. 


CALL FOR RESOLUTIONS AND BILLS. 


Mr. GROW. If the resolution offered by the 
gentleman from Missouri [Mr. Craig] on Mon- | 
day is now to be considered, I desire to state the | 


reasons why I made the motion to reconsider. I 


shall do so very briefly, and then leave the matter | 


with the House. I have no personal feeling in 


reference to it. When the gentleman from Mis- | 


souri introduced his resolution, it was for a call 
of the States for bills of which previous notice 
had been given, and for reference only, without 
debate. To that I had no objection. 
Mr. FLORENCE. That 1s as it stands now. 
Mr. GROW. I think not. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair will suggest that 


no business is in order except to proceed to vote 
for Printer. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I move to postpone that 
business until to-morrow at one o’clock. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. GROW. I now call up my motion to re- 
consider, and I shall be very brief in giving the 
reasons why I made it. I said that the resolu- 
tion as originally offered by the gentleman from 
Missouri, permitted gentlemen to offer any bills 
or resolutions for reference, without debate. It 


did not permit a single objection to prevent the 


introduction of any bill or resolution. But it was 


to be for reference only; nothing was to be puton || 
its passage. Some one appealed to the gentleman | 
to modify the resolution so as to permit a single | 


objection to prevent any bill or resolution from 
being offered. I did not understand that modifi- 
cation fo have been made, or I should have ob- 


jected to the resolution itself. If that is to be its | 
construction, I see no object in going through | 


with the call at all. 
Mr. CRAIG, of Missouri. I agree entirely 


with the gentleman from Pennsylvania. The | 


modification made by the Clerk, in good faith I 
have no doubt, destroys the resolution for all use- 
ful purposes to us or to the country. I shall vote 
for the motion to reconsider, and if some modifi- 
cation is not made, I shall vote, against the reso- 
lution myself. 

_ Mr. HOUSTON. If the gentleman will allow 
me, the modiffration made by the Clerk was pre- 


cisely in accordance with the amendment sug- | 
gested by the gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. | 


Burnett,] and accepted by the gentleman from 
Missouri. The gentleman from Kentucky sug- 
gested the amendment, and the Clerk took itdown 
precisely as the gentleman suggested it. Itis the 


‘| usual mode of making these calls, if I understand || 


it correctly. But, sir, when I asked if the resolu- 
tion, as offered by the gentleman, would allow 


resolutions to be put on their passage, to which 
objection was made, I was answered that it would 


not; then, if | was answered correctly, the amend- 
ment which was put on only carried out the con- 
struction placed upon it by the gentleman from 
Missouri himself. The usual practice 1s to per- 
mit gentlemen to introduce such bills as there 
shall be no objection to only; the object being to 
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prevent the introduction of propositions to which 
there is objection, and or which there can be no 
debate, and which may be put on their passage 
under the previous question. 

Mr. MAYNARD. Will the gentleman from 
Alabama permit me to ask him a question ? 

Mr. GROW. I hold the floor, and I will yield 
it to no one until the gentleman from Alabama 
has concluded. ’ 

Mr.MAYNARD. Then I desire to propound 
a question to the gentleman from Pennsylvania. 

_Mr.GROW. Very well, I will hear the ques- 
tion. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I wish to know whether 
the object of the resolution was not to allow bills 
and resolutions to be introduced for reference, and 
not to have the previous question sprung upon 
them? 

Mr.GROW. That the House may understand 
exactly what the resolution was designed to ac- 
complish, I will state what it is. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Will the gentleman allow 
me to state to the gentleman from Tennessee—— 

Mr. GROW. I can state it myself as well as 
the gentleman from Alabama. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. Let the resolution 
be read. 

Mr. GROW. I have no objection to that. 

The Clerk read the resolution. 

Mr. GROW. Now, in order that gentlemen 
may understand exactly what the resolution was 
designed to accomplish, | will state that, under the 
rules, when the States are called for resolutions, 
any resolution or bill offered by any gentleman 
|| may be put upon its passage by calling the previous 

question upon it to cut off debate. This resolu- 
tion, as it was offered by the gentleman from Mis- 
souri, precluded any gentleman from offering any 
bill or resolution, except for reference. 

Mr. CRAIG, of Missouri. I think the gentle- 
| man from Alabama is mistaken in saying that the 
| resolution, as originally offered, was not in accord- 
ance with the usual practice. Resolutions have 
been passed in both the last two sessions of Con- 
gress similar to the one | offered. 1 adopted, sub- 
stantially, the resolution under which we acted 
|| in the last Congress 
|| Mr. HOUSTON. Now, will the gentleman 
|| allow me to sayaword? I have not looked at the 
| resolution which the gentleman offered last ses- 
sion; but I know that the practice has been to 
| make an order of this sort by the House, leaving 


. 


resolutions to be objected to, so as to obviate the 
| possibility of a majority calling the previous ques- 
| tion, and thereby Ripitviog « minority of the night 
| of discussion. An objection, as I understand it, 
will apply to resolutions; and if gentlemen will 
|| allow the States to be called, they will find that 
but few resolutions will be ean to—only such 
as necessarily give rise to debate will be objected 
to. I do not pretend to know what the gentleman 
from Missouri has done; but I know the fact, and 
I state it as such, that the practice heretofore has 
been to introduce resolutions under orders of the 
House similar to this—I do not know that they 
were in the precise phraseology of this resolution 
—and where they gave risc to debate they have 
been excluded. 

Mr. GROW. I have occupied the floor nom- 
'inally about fifteen minutes, and have actually 
spoken only four. Now, I ask for my rights, and 
hope gentlemen will not interrupt me. 

“he gentleman from Alabama, in my judgment, 
entirely misconccives the purport of this resolu- 
tion. “The resolution, as offered, would permit 
no resolution to be put upon its passage; therefore 
it makes no difference whether the previous ques- 
tion is called or not. The gentleman says he 
wants to cut off all resolutions giving rise to de- 
bate. That was done by the resolution , as offered 
| by the gentleman from Missouri. They were 
|| simply to be introduced and referred to a commit- 
| tee for-their action. If you do not pass this res- 
olution,and the States are called, then, as the rules 
'| now stand, gentlemen can introduce bills, of which 
previous notice has been given, for reference to a 
! 


committee; and if resolutions are introduced, they 
can be put upon their passage, while bills cannot 
be. Then the one who introduces a resolution 
would call the previous question upon it, in order 
to get it toa vote, because, if it gave rise to debate, 
it would go over under the rule until the next day. 


| Missouri, [Mr. Craic,} which cuts all that off, 


| Now,a resolution is offered by the gentleman from. 
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and which will require a geference of a resolution || 


directly to a committee. What I object to is, that 
you should have to call the States and go through 
all this trouble when only such matters can be in- 
troduced as shall be so unobjectionable that nota 
single member can be found upon either side of the 
House to object to it. I will read the resolution 
which was offered last session by the gentleman 
from Missouri, [Mr. Cratc.] It is as follows: 

“ Resolved, That the States be called, beginning where 
the Speaker left off; and that upon such call, members may 
introduce bills for reference only, of which previous notice 
has been given, and resolutions for reference, to which no 
objection shall be made; and that said bills shall not be 
brought before the House by motions to reconsider.’’ 

Mr. HOUSTON. That resolution sustains me 
fully. 

Mr. GROW. What I propose to the House 
is, so to modify this resolution as to let it stand as 
it was when it was first offered, that bills and res- 
olutions may be introduced for reference only, and 
without debate. Then, when the States are called, 
gentlemen can introduce whatever they have to 
ofter, for reference. ; 

Mr. HOUSTON. Will the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania accept that resolution of last session, 
which he read a moment ago ? 

Mr. GROW. [ask the unanimous consent of 
the House to modify the resolution as I have in- 
dicated. If consent is not given, then I ask fora 
vote upon the amendment. 

Mr. REAGAN. I hope the House will con- 
sent to it. 


Mr. GROW. 


desire. 
The Clerk read the resolution, as follows: 
Resolved, That on Wednesday, at one o’clock, the 
Speaker shall call the States, commencing with the State 
ot Maine, and upon such call, members may introduce bills 
and resolutions, of which previous notice shall have been 


\ If the Clerk will read the reso- 
lution, I will indicate the precise modification I 


given, for reference only, and which will not give rise to | 


debate, and to which there is no objection. 


Mr. GROW. My proposition is, to modify it 
by introducing the words ‘‘ and Territories”’ after 
the word ** States;’’ and *‘ three o’clock’’ instead 
of ‘one o’clock,’’ and omitting the words ‘ and 
which shall not give rise to debate, and to which 
there is no objection.”’ 

Mr. HOUSTON. Lobject to that. I am will- 
ing to take the resolution which was introduced 
by the gentleman from Missouri [Mr. Crate] last 
seSSION. 

Mr. GROW. Ifthe House will not consent 
to the modification, I shall call the previous ques- 
tion on the amendments I have indicated, so as 
to have bills and resolutions to be introduced for 
reference only. If the House shall vote it down, 
of course I have only to submtt. I call the pre- 
vious question upon the motion to reconsider. , 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put; and, under the 
operation thereof, the motion to reconsider was 
agreed to. 

Mr. GROW. Now, I move to strike out and 
insert the words I have indicated, so that the res- 
olution shall read as follows: 


Resolved, That on Wednesday, at three o’clock, the 
Speaker shall call the States and Territories, commencing 
with the State of Maine, and upon such call members may 
introduce bills and resolutions for reference only. 


Mr. HOUSTON. If the gentleman will ailow 
me, I will offer a resolution by way of a substi- 
tute. 

Mr. GROW. No, sir; I desire that the reso- 
lution shall be as J have moved to amend it, and 
I call the previous question-upon the amendments. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I do not know what 
the original resolution was; but that resolution, 
as modified by the gentleman from Pennsylvania, 
eer to do an impossible thing. It says the 
States and Territories shall be called ‘ei at 
one o’clock, and it is now past that hour. 

Mr. CRAIG, of Missouri. The gentleman 
from Pennsylvania has changed the hour to three 
o’clock. . 

Mr. GROW. 1 withdraw the demand for the 
previous question for a moment. If it meets the 
sense of this House that this resolution shall take 
effect to-morrow immediately after the reading of 
the Journal 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I hope not. 
Gentlemen have their bills and resolutions ready, 
and are ready to adopt the resolution, and go to 
work immediately. 

Mr. GROW. I threw out the suggestion to see 
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whether it would meet the sense of the House. I 


|| renew the call for the previous question. 


1, any decision which the Chair may make. 


; not withdraw it. 


The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put. 

Mr. HOUSTON. [call for a division of the 

| House upon the adoption of the amendment. 

The SPEAKER ordered callieneg tnd appointed 
Messrs. Burrintron and Noe.u. 

The House divided; and the tellers reported— 
ayes eighty-five, noes not counted, 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

The resolution, as amended, was then agreed to. 

The SPEAKER proceeded to call the States 
and Territories for bills, of which previous notice 


had been given, and for resolutions, commencing 


with the State of Maine. 
ELECTION OF CHAPLAIN. 


Mr. FOSTER. 
tion: 


I offer the following resolu- 


Resolved, That the House elect a Chaplain to-morrow, 
at one o'clock. 


Mr. HOUSTON. Have [a right to object to 
that? If IT have, I do object to it; and propose to 
debate that resolution. 

Mr.GROW. Under the special order, the reso- 
lution must be referred te a committee without 
debate. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from 
Maine propose to have his resolution referred to 
any committee ¢ 

Mr. FLORENCE. What committee does it 
go to under the rules? We have no committee 
to whom it can be referred. 

Mr. HOUSTON. [I have the floor, and I pro- 
pose to object to the resolution. 

Mr. FOSTER. I withdraw the resolution. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I object to the resolution 
_ being withdrawn. I have the floor, and I pro- 

pose to debate it. The resolution is bound to go 
over, under the rules of the House. 

Mr. REAGAN. Under the resolution of the 
House it is not in order for the gentleman from 
Alabama to debate the question, 

Mr. HOUSTON. 
lution goes over so soon as I propose to debate it. 

TheSPEAKER. The resolution is withdrawn, 
and is not before the House 

Mr. HOUSTON. I was on the floor, and the 
gentleman from Maine could net withdraw his 
resolution. 


Mr. FLORENCE. 


I trust the gentleman will 
Let us consider and pass it. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I was on the floor; and the 
resolution, under my proposition to debate it, is 
bound to go over under the rules of the House. 

Mr. FLORENCE. Let us pass it, and elect a 
Chaplain. 

The SPEAKER. The rulesexpressly declare 
that any motion may be withdrawn before action 
is had upon it. 

Mr. HOUSTON. But how could the gentle- 
man, withdeaw it unless he had the floor? I had 
the floor, and he could not get it to do anything. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Maine 
had the floor, as I understand it. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The Chair had given me the 
floor. 

Mr. RUST. 
in order or not ? 

The SPEAKER. He is not in order. 

Mr. RUST. Very good. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I wish to know from the 
Chair whether the Chair gave me the floor? 
the Chair assigned me the floor, as I think he did, 
then the gentleman from Maine could not take it 
from me. 

Mr. RUST. Does the gentleman appeal from 
the decision of the Chair? 

Mr. HOUSTON. The Chair has made no de- 
cision. I ask the Chair—— 

Mr.GROW. [rise to a point of order 

Mr. HOUSTON. I ask the Chair 

Mr. GROW. I amentitled to the floor to state 
my point of order. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I wish to have information 
from the Chair, so that I can decide whether to 
take an appeal or not. 

The SPEAKER. ‘The Chair decides that the 
resolution is not befere the House. 

Mr. HOUSTON. 
the Chair or myself. All that I desire to know 

| is the state of the case, and | will conform to 


1 ask 


Is the gentleman from Alabama 








NAL GLOBE. — 


That is true; but the reso- 


If 


I do not wish to embarrass | 
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whether the Chair assigned me the floor? If the 
Chair says he did not, then, as a matter of course, 
I am bound to take the word of the Chair, and to 
acaquiesce, 

The SPEAKER. The Chair did recognize the 
gentleman from Alabama. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Then,if the Chair assigned 
me the floor, how couldany other gentleman with- 
draw the resolution? I occupied the floor, and 
the gentleman could not get it to withdraw his 
resolution, I being legitimately on the floor. 

The SPEAKER. As soon as the gentleman 
from Maine indicated his desire to withdraw his 
resolution, he had a right to withdraw it. 

Mr. HOUSTON. How could he while I was 
on the floor? 

The SPEAKER. 
mission. 

Mr. HOUSTON. . Yes, sir: and the Chair ean 
do almost anything. I am willing to excuse the 
Char. 

TheSPEAKER. Nodebate is in order. 
is no resolution before the House. 


The Chair gave him that per- 


There 


BINDING OF DOCUMENTS. 


Mr. FOSTER offered the following resolution; 
which was read, cdnsidered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Printing be instructed 
to cause the binding of all documents to be bound under 
their direction, to be executed by the person or persons 


who shall offer responsible proposals to execute the same 
at the lowest rates. 


LANDS FOR AGRICULTURAL COLLEGES. 
_ Mr. MORRILL introduced a bill donating pub- 
lic lands to the several States which may provide 


colleges for the benefit of agriculture and the me- 
chanic arts; which was read a first and second time, 


and referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 


PUNISHMENT OF POLYGAMY. 
Mr. MORRILL also introduced a bill to punish 
and prevent the practice of polygamy in the Ter- 
ritories of the United States and other places, and 


| disapproving and annulling certain acts of the Le- 


gislative Assembly of the Territory of Utah; which 
was read a first and second time, and referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. I ask that that bill 
be referred to the Committee on Territories. 

Mr. REAGAN. The motion comes too late. 
The bill has been referred, and to the right corn- 
mittee, 

The SPEAKER. The motion comes too late. 
The bill has been referred. 


GEORGE PB, MARSIL. 

_Mr. BOYCE introduced a bill for the relief of 
George P. Marsh; which was read a first and sec- 
ond time, and referred to the Committee on For- 
eign Affairs. 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message was received from the Senate, by 
Assury Dickins, their Secretary, announcing 
that the Senate had receded from their amend 
ment disagreed to by the House to the Post Office 
defleiency bill. 

ENROLLED BILL. 


Mr. DAVIDSON, from the Committee on En- 
rolled Bills, reported as truly enrolled ** An act 
(H. R. No. 1) making appropriations to defray 
the deficiencies in the appropriations for the ser- 
vice of the Post Office Department for the fiseal 
year ending the 30th of June, 1859, and in part 
for the support of the Post Office Department for 
the year ending the 30th of June, 1860;"’ when the 
Speaker signed the same, 


ADULTERATION OF TEAS. 
Mr. WALTON offered the following resolu- 
tion; which was read, considered, and agreed to: 


Whereas, it is charged in the China Overland Trade Re 
porter, of November 19, 1859, that persons in China have 
been in the habit of exporting as tea to the United States 
substances, some of which are of a deadly nature, and others 
calculated to bring on most fearful disorders in the human 


| frame: Therefore, 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be in 
structed to inquire into the expediency of preventing the 
importation of adulterated or «purious teas ; and report by 
bill or otherwise. 


Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. 


imported. They are crossed. 


These teas are not 
{Laughter.] 


FRANCIS DAINESE. 
Mr. BURLINGAME introduced a bill for the 
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relief of Francis Dainese; which was read a first 
and second time, and referred to the Committee 
i Foreign Affair 
IMPROVEMENT OF TAUNTON RIVER. 


Mr. BUFFINTON introduced a bill for the 
improvement of the Taunton river, in the Stat 


of Ma rhusctt 


second time, and referred to the Committee on 


WEST POINT CADETS. 

Ir. BUF FINTON submitted the following reso- 

ion; which was read, considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the standing Committee on Military Af 
fairs be instructed to inquire into the expediency of regu 

ting by law the term of study for cadets in the Military 
Acad my at West Point. 
CHARLES STEARNES. 

Mr. DAWES... A few days ago, one of my 
olleagues [Mr. DeLano] gave notice of a bill for 
He has been called 
rome, and left the bill with me; and I now desire 

» Introdues it. 


he relief of Charles Stearnes. 


‘ 
‘ 
! 
} 
i 
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‘The bill was read a first and second time, and 

referred to the Committee of Claims. 
INVALID PENSIQNS., 

Mr. FENTON introduced a bill concerning in- 
valid pensions, and regulating the time of their 
commencement; which was read a first and second 
time, and referred to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions 

REVOLUTIONARY CLAIMS. 

Mr. FENTON also introduced a bill to provide 
for the settlement of the claims of the officers and 
soldiers at the revolutionary army, and the chil- 
dren of those who died in service; whicl#was read 
a first and second time, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Claims. 

CENTRAL PACIFIC RAILROAD. 

Mr. FENTON also introduced a bill to secure 
the Construction of acentral Pacific railroad; which 
was read a first and second time. 

Mr. BARKSDALE, I would inquire of the 
Chair whether, under the resolution under which 
we are now acting, a gentleman has a right to 
introduce more than one bill? 

The SPEAKER. He has not, if objection be 
made . 


Mr. BARKSDALE, Then I object. 


which was read a first and | 


Mr. CURTIS. I ask for the reading of the | 


resolution under which we are acting. 
Mr. GROW. The resolution expressly says, 
bills and resolutions.’’ 


Mr. HOUSTON. Tife decision of the Chairr| 


isrictht. There is no doubt about that. As the 
resolution is silent as to the number of bills which 
one member may introduce, you must refer back 
to the « Xisting rule 


of the House upon the sub- | 


jeet, which will show that the Chair is right, and | 


that no member can introduce more than one bill 

f objection is made. 

Mr. FENTON. The resolution expressly says, 
‘* bills and resolutions.’’ 

Mr. REAGAN. The resolution speaks for 
itself. The object was to allow members to get 
in their bills. ~ 

Mr. GROW. The reading of the resolution 
will show that it was intended to allow a member 
to introduce more than a single bill, and it sus- 
pends the rulesentirely. IL ask that it may be read. 

The CLERK read the resolution, as follows: 

Resolved, That on Wednesday, at one o’clock, the 
Speaker shall call the States and Territories, commencing 
with the State of Maine, and upon such call, members may 
introduce bills and resolutions, of which previous notice 
shall have been given, for reference only. 

The SPEAKER. Under that resolution, the 
gentleman from New York, in the opinion of the 
Chair, has a right to introduce this bill. 

Mr. BARKSDALE, [withdraw my objection. 

Mr. FENTON. I move that the bill be referred 
to a special committee of fifteen, to be appointed 
by the Sneaker. 

“Mr. CURRY I ris to a question of ord rf. 
The point of order which I desire to submit to the 
Chair is, that under the resolution which has been 
adopted, a special committee cannot now be au- 
thorized, It has to go toast inding committee. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I think the 
point of order is well taken. 

The SPEAKER. 
any difference between a sek 
standing committee 


The Chair is not aware of 


| thorizing a call of the States for bills and resolu- || 


Mr. FENTON. The Speaker is not called 
upon to appoint any committee now. The mo- 
tion is simply to refer the 


¢ 


bill to a select commit- 


Mr. CURRY. It requires, I believe, agspecial 


order to aut horizs the appointment of a special 


committee; and under the existing resolution, no 
such action, I believe, can be taken by the House 
a the present time. 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New 
York proposes to make an order organizing a 
special committee. 

Mr. CURRY. Under the resolution which has 
been adopted, that proposed order of the gentle- 
man from New York must go to a committee. 

Mr. CURTIS. The gentleman from Alabama 
can move to refer the bill to a standing commit- 
tee; and then the vote must first be taken on re- 
ferring it to the standing committee; and then, if 
that motion fails, on referring it toa special com- 
mittee. | hope the House will now entertain the 
motion of the gentleman from New York. This 
is as good a time as we shall have to settle the 
question. 

Mr. GROW. Irisetoa question of order. I 
must obj ct to debate. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. One thing 
is very evident, that, if we go into this matter 
now, we shall never get through with the call of 
the States. 

Mr. CURTIS. Lhope that we shall come to a 
vote at once; first on referring the bill to a stand- 
ing committee, and then to a special committer. 
lam myself in favor of its reference to a special 
committee, 

The SPEAKER. The question is on the mo- 
tion of the gentleman from New York to refer the 
bill to a special committee of fifteen. 

Mr. BURNETT. [rise toa question of order. 
If I understand the resolution under which the 
House is now acting, it is a special order. That 
special order authorizes gentlemen to Introduce 
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| committee is raised by@he introduction and refer- 
| ence of that paper, it 1s clearly in direct violation 


bills and resolutions, which may be referred to a 


committee without debate. That I understand 
to be the order, from the reading of the resolution. 
That being the case, | submit to the Speaker that 
it is not in order for the gentleman from New 


York to introduce a bill and move to refer it to a | 


special committee. ‘That must necessarily pro- 
duce debate, as it has done already; and it 1s in 


violation of the order passed by the House au- | 


tions. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I hope the 
gentleman from New York will withdraw his 
roposition. It must be evident that if we go 
into this matter, we can never get through with 
the call; and those gentlemen representing States 
which are low down on the list will have no op- 
portunity of introducing their bills and resolu- 
tions. 

Mr. BURNETT. 
Chair upon my point of order. ° 


Mr. SHERMAN. [ask for the reading of the 


we are governed by the rules. 

Mr. HOUSTON. That is not what we are 
governed by. 

Mr. FLORENCE. 
resolution. 


Mr. SHERMAN. 


We are governed by the 


If the C 


{ ask for a decision of the | 


| 47th rule, which I think will settle this matter, if | 


‘lerk will read the | 


rule and the resolution in connection with each 


other, there will be no difficulty, I think. 
The Clerk read the 47th rule, as follows: 


When a resolution shall be offered, or a motion made, to | 


refer any subject, and different committees shall be pro- 
posed, the question shall be taken in the following order: 


The Committee of the Whole House on the state of the | 


Union; the Committee of the Whole House; a standing 
committee ; a select committee. 


Mr. SHERMAN. Now, the special order is, 
that bills and resolutions may be introduced for 
reference. How? Reference under the rules. 
Well, it is in order, under the rules, to refer to a 
special committee, to a standing committee, or to 
a Committee of the Whole House. 

Mr. REAGAN. The gentleman does notreach, 
however, the real point of the difficulty. We are 
now acting under a spec ial order for the introduc- 
tion and reference of bills. 

Mr. GROW. I must rise to a point of order. 
If debate is permitted, we cannot get through with 
the call of the States. 1 therefore raise the point 


et committee and a i of order, that no debate is in order. 


Mr. REAGAN. Ihave only to say that if a 


|| The SPEAKER. 


of the rules of the House. 

Mr. HOUSTON. 1 think the rules to which 
the gentleman from Texas refers are of a gum- 
elasticcharacter. They have been stretched to suit 
several cases, and I do not know why they cannot 
to meet this. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I trust the Speaker will not 
permit any such gum-clastic construction to be 
given to it. I am upon the floor, and I propose to 
debate the proposition of the gentleman from New 
York if he insists upon it. ] do not know what 
it is, but I object to any proposition being sprung 
upon the House in this way. 

Mr. CURRY Do [ understand that the Chair 
overrules the point of order which I raised? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair overrules the 
point raised by the gentleman. The Chair thinks 
the motion of the gentleman from New York is in 
order. 

Mr. CURRY. ThenI move to refer the bill to 
the Committee on Roads and Canals. 

The SPEAKER. That motion is in order. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. Lappeal from the 
decision of the Chair. I do it in perfeet good 
faith; and | wish to say a word upon the appeal. 

Mr. GROW. The resolution cuts off all de- 
bate. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. I wish merely to 
call the attention of the gentleman from Ohio [M1 
SHERMAN] to the language of the 47th rule, which 
he has read. It is, that 


‘The committees shall be propounded in the following 
order: the Committee of the Whole House on the state of 
the Union; the Committee of the Whole House ; a standing 
committee ; a select committee.”’ 


The language of the rule points ‘only to com- 
mittees which are already in existence. 

Mr. CURRY. Certainly not to any others. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. Now, the fanguage 
of the resolution under which we are acting, re- 
fers to one action, and one only, that is reference 
| The motion of my colleague from New York pro- 
| poses two actions—first, the creation of a com- 
| mittee not now in existence; and second, the ref- 
| erence of this bill to that committee. 

Mr. GROW. I must rise to a question of or- 
der. No debate is in order under this resolution. 
The gentleman from Alabama [Mr. Curry] has 
moved to refer this bill tothe Committee on Roads 
and Canals; which being a gyanding committec, 
the question must be first put upon it, under the 
rules. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. The question is 
first upon my appeal, and it was to that I was 

speaking. 

Mr. GROW. No debate is in order upon that. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. Under rule 2, 
| debate is in order upon the appeal. 

Mr. GROW. Weare acting under a special 
order, which was adopted under a suspension of 
| the rules, and sus a all rules. One provision 
| of that special alex is, that there shall be no de- 
bate; and there can be no debate upon an appeal, 
of course. 





The question is upon the 
appeal taken from the decision of the Chair. 
Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. I withdraw the 
appeal. 
rh Ir. BURNETT. I renew the appeal. 

Mr. FENTON. I will withdraw the motion 
in reference to a select committee, and move to 
| refer the bill to the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs. 

Mr. BURNETT. 
veal. 

' The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from 
Alabama insist upon his motion to refer the bill 
to the Committee on Roads and Canals? , 

Mr. CURRY. No, sir; | withdraw it. 

The bill was then referred to ) the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 


NEW YORK BRANCIL MINT. 
Mr. BRIGGS introduced a bill to establish a 
| branch mint in the oe te ee York; which was 
read a first and second time, and referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 


LOT UALL. 

Mr. SPAULDING introduced a bill for the 
relief of the heirs of Lot Hall; which was read 
a first and second time, and referred to the Com- 
mittee of Claims 


Then I withdraw my ap- 





rs 





1860. 


HUDSON RIVER TMPROVEMENT. 
Mr. DUELL introduced a bill making an ap- 


propriation for the improvement of the navigation 
of the Hudson river, at or near Albany, in the 
State of New York; which was read a first and 
second time, and referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 








PUBLIC BUILDINGS IN ALBANY. 


Mr. DUELL also introduced a bill to provide 
for the erection of a building’ in the city of Al- 
bany, in the State of New York, for the accom- 
modation of the post office, custom-house, and 
the courts of the United States; which was read 
a first and second time, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 


BIENNIAL REGISTER FOR 1859. 
Mr. SPINNER submitted the following reso- 


lution; which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and adopted: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- 
structed to inquire whether, in the compilation of the Bien 
nial Register tor 1859, the law has been complied with which 
requires that the said Register shall contain “ correct lists 
of all officers and agents, civil, military, and naval, in the 
service of the United States,” and shail *‘exhibit the amount 
of pay, compensation, and emoluments allowed to each offi- 
cer, agent, and clerk ;”’ and especially whether the amount 
of pay, compensation, and emoluments allowed to the post- 
masters in the principal cities is correctly set forth; also, 
whether the names and number of persons employed as 
letter-carriers in the larger cities, and their pay and emolu 
ments, are correctly exhibited in said Register, and whethet 
any turther legislation is necessary in order to secure a 
faithful compliance withthe law on this subject; and that 
said committee have power to send for persons and papers, 
to examine witnesses under oath, and to report by bill or 
otherwise. 


DESTRUCTION OF INCENDIARY DOCUMENTS. 
Mr. DUELL submitted the following resolu- 


tion: 


Resolved, That the Postmaster General be, and he is 
hereby, requested to communicate to this louse, at the 
earliest practicable period, copies of any and all regulations 
of the Post Office Departinent, or instruetions issued to 
postmasters authorizing them to open and destroy letters 
and newspapers supposed to contain incendiary matter, 
together with copies of all correspondence between the 
Department and the authorities of any State, or between 
the Department and any postmaster in relation thereto ; and 
that he communicate to this House whether knowledge bas 
come to the Post Office Department that the authorities of 
any State have enacted laws requiring postmasters to-open 
and burn such letters and newspapers or other documents 
as may be, in their opinion, incendiary, and what States 
have enacted such laws. 

Mr. BURNETT. 
resolution. 

The SPEAKER. The resolution cannot be 
“ d if the gentleman objects to it. 

Mr. BURNETT. I object. 

Mr. DUELL. I move, then, that the resolu- 


tion be referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 


The motion was agreed to. 


I propose to debate that 


PROTECTION OF FEMALE PASSENGERS. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE introduced a bill to 
amend an act entitled ‘“‘ An act to regulate the 
carriage of passengers in steamships or other ves- 
sels,’’ approved March 3, 1855, for the better pro- 
tection of female passengers and other purposes; 
which was read a first and second time, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce. 


COLLECTION DISTRICTS OF THE UNITED STATES. 
Mr. JOHN COCHRANE also introduced a 


bill establishing the collection districts of the Uni- 
ted States and designating the ports of entry and 
delivery for the same, and regulating the appoint- 
mentand compensation of officers of the customs; 
which was read a first and second time, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce. 


CODIFICATION OF THE REVENUE LAWS. 
Mr. JOHN COCHRANE also introduced a 


bill for the simplification and codification of the 
existing revenue laws of the United States, and 


for other purposes; which was read a first and | 


second time, and referred to the Committee on 
Commerec. 
RESOLUTIONS OF PENNSYLVANIA. 


Mr. CAMPBELL presented the following res- 
olutions adopted by the Legislature of the State 
of Pennsylvania: 


** Whereas the operation of the present revenue laws of | 


the General Government is rapidly increasing the national 
debt, crippling the energies of the nation, retarding public 
improvements, destroving industrial enterprise 


ing the value of property, depriving the people of profitab! 

employment by encouraging excessive importation ot for 
eign goods and other products of foreign labor, which ought 
to be produced by our own people, and prolonging a finan 

cial crisis caused by excessive foreign trade: and whereas 
an immediate alteration of the laws relative to the duties 
upon imports is imperatively demanded, to inspire confi 

dence, replenish the national Treasury, restore the public 
prosperity, and prevent the constant export of American 
gold, now annually amounting to the enormous sum of 
370,000,000: Therefore, 

**Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, in the General Assem 
hly met, ‘That our Senators in Congress be instructed, and 
our Representatives requested, to earnestly endeavor, by 
their votes and intluence, to procure such a revision of the 
revenue laws as will restore the national credit, prevent 
excessive importation of foreign products, and secure to 
American labor and enterprise an ample reword. 

**Resolved, That the views of the Governor of this Com 
monwealth, as expressed in his last annual message, in 
favor of placing the revenue laws upon such a basis as to 
afford to our great mining and manufacturing interests the 
largest incidental protection, and to substitute the specific 
for ad valorem duties on articles which, from their nature, 
are of equal or nearly equal value, or to change the foreign 
toa home valuation, are eminently sound and practical, 
and meet the approval of the Legislature. 

** Resolved, That the Governor be requested to forward to 
each of our Senators and Members ot Congress a copy of 
the foregoing resolutions.” 


Mr. CAMPBELL. I move thatthe resolutions 
be referred to the Committee of Waysand Means. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Il understand that 
they are nothing in the world but resolutions 
adopted by the Legislature of the State of Penn- 
sylvania; and I would like to know what destina- 
tion is to be given to them? : 

The SPEAKER. 
mittee of Ways and Means. 

Mr. GROW. ‘They come in under the resolu- 
tion we have ad ype d. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman is correct. 

The resolutions were referred to the Committee 
of Ways and Means. 

PUBLIC LANDS—ACTUAL SETTLERS. 

Mr. GROW introduced a bill to prevent the 
sale of public lands, except to actual settlers, for 
ten years after the same shall have been surveyed; 
which was read a first and second time, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

ADMISSION OF KANSAS. 

Mr. GROW also intr@duced a bill for the ad- 
mission of Kansas into the Union; which was 
read a first and second time, and referred to the 


| Committee on Territories. 


Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 
know how that bill came here? 

Mr. GROW. I gave notice of it abouta week 
ago, and | now introduce it under the resolution 
we have adopted. 


I should like to 


ILOMESTEADS TO ACTUAL SETTLERS. 

Mr. GROW also presented a bill to secure 
homesteads to actual settlers upon the public do- 
main; which was read a first and second time, and 
referred to the Committee on Agriculture. 

CLAIMS AGAINST THE UNITED STATES. 

Mr. GROW also introduced a bill to amend the 
‘* Act to establish a court for the investigation of 
claims against the United States,’’ so as to permit 
creditors of the Government to sue in the courts of 


' the United States; which was read a first and sec- 


| mitted to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. It | 


| 


.diminish- |! ject have been referred to the Committe: 


ond time, and referred to the Committee on the 
Judicary. 

; FRENCH SPOLIATIONS. 

Mr. FLORENCE introduced a bill to provide 
for the ascertainment and satisfaction of claims of 
American citizens, for spoliations committed by 
the Freneh prior to the 31st of July, 1801; which 
was read a first and second time, and referred to 


|! the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 


PENSIONS TO CERTAIN OFFICERS AND SOLDIERS. 
Mr. FLORENCE also introduced a bill grant- 
ing pensions to the officers and soldie?s of the war 
with Great Britain of 1812, and those engaged in 
Indian wars during that period; which was read 
a first and second time. 
Mr. FLORENCE. I move that the bill be 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 
Mr. STANTON. I move that that bill be 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 
Mr. FLORENCE. I think it should be com- 


originated there. 
Mr. McKNIGHT. 


Memorials upon this sub- 
on In- 


They will go to the Com- ' 
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valid Pensions, and this bill ought to be sent 
there. 

Mr. FLORENCE. That ts so; and I have 
moved that it be referred to the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. If the bill provides 
only for pensions for those who were injured in 
the service, that would be the proper reference; 
but if it is a general bill, it should certainly go to 
the committee referred to by the gentleman from 
Ohio. : 

Mr. FLORENCE. I have but very little feel- 
ing about it, but it seems to me that | have imdi- 
cated the proper direction to be given to this bill, 

Mr. STANTON. At the last session of Con- 
gress this subject was referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs; and that is the proper direc- 
tion to be given to this bill. 

Mr. CURRY. I think it should go to the 
Committee on Expenditures. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I will say to the gentle- 
mon from Ohio, that the Committeé on Invalid 
Pensions reported the bill last session. 

The SPEAK ER. The question recurs upon 
the motion of Mr. Srantron to refer the bill to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. SMITH, of Vjrginia. I call for a divis- 
ion of the House upon that motion. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I introduced the bill, and 
moved that it be referred to the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions, and I would like to know how 
the gentleman from Ohio got the floor to move to 
refer the bill to the Committee on Military Affairs* 

The SPEAKER. The motion of the gentle- 
man from Ohio was considered by the Chair tn 
the nature of anamendment. Is a division callec 
for? 

Mr. STANTON. I desire a divisipn. 

The SPEAKER ordered tellers; and appointed 
Messrs. JuNKIN and STEVENSON. 

The House was divided; and the tellers re- 
yorted—ayes 46, noes 49; no quorum voting. 

Mr. FLORENCE ealled for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. Laskthat there 
be a recount by the tellers. 

Mr. FLORENCE. Well, I have no objection 
to that. I withdraw the call for the yeas and nays. 

The tellers resumed their places. 

Mr. FENTON. I hope this bill will be referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Mr. STANTON. I hope no such thing will 
be done. It was referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs last year, and was reported from 
that committee. 

The House again divided; and the tellers re- 
ported: ayes 75, noes 50. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I call for the yeas and nays. 
I consider this reference equivalent to the defeat 
of the bill; and acting under that impression, I 
think we ought to have the opportunity to have 
a test vote upon it now. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. I rise to a point of 
order. There is no debate in order. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The Pail was referred to the Committee on Mil- 
itary Affairs. 

Mr. STANTON. I wish to make a personal 
explanation about this matter. 

Mr. FLORENCE. Let the gentleman explain. 
I hope he may be able to do so. 

Mr.STANTON. Iam told that probably the 


| bill which was acted on last year was referred to 
| the Committee on Invalid Pensions; but | know 


that the matter was before the Committee on Mil- 
itary Affairs. 
ARMY, NAVY, AND MARINE PENSIONS. 

Mr. FLORENCE introduced a bill to equalize 
the Army, Navy, and marine pensions; which 
was read a first and second time, and referred to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

DUTIES ON IMPORTS. 

Mr. FLORENCE also introduced a bill to fix 
and regulate the duties on imports, and for other 
purposes; which was read a first and second time, 
and referred to the Committee of Ways and 
Means. 

NAVIGATION OF THE OHTO RIVER. 

Mr. MOORHEAD introduced a bill to provide 
for the improvement of the navigation of the Ohio 
river; which was read a first and second time, and 
referred to the Committee on COmmerce. 

CHARLES KNAP. 
Mr. MOORHEAD also introduced a bill for 
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the relief of Charles Knap; which was read a first 


and second time, and referred to the Committee 
on Commerce. 


INTERNATIONAL COPY-RIGHT LAW. 


Mr. MORRIS, of Pennsylvania, introduced a 
bill to provide for an 1ate rnational copy-right law; 
which was read a first and second time, and re- 


ferred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 
JUDICIAL DISTRICTS IN PENNSYLVANIA. 


Mr. BABBITT introduced a bill to divide the 
State of Pennsylvania into three judicial districts, 
and to establish a district court, to be holden in 
the eity of Erie; which was read a first and sec- 
ond time, and referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciar?. 

IMPROVEMENT OF ERIE HARBOR. 


Mr. BABBITT also introduced a bill making 
an appropriation for the protection and improve- 
ment of the harbor of Erie; which was read a first 
and second time, and referred to the Committee 
on Commerce. 


A. W. W. BAYARD. 


Mr. HALE introduced a bill increasing the 
pension of A. W. W. Bayard, an invalid soldier 
of the war of 1812; which wwas read a first and 
second time, and referred to the Committee on 
Invalid Pensioas. 


POLYGAMY IN THE TERRITORIES. 
Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, offered the 
following resolution; which was read, considered, 
and agreed to: 


Resolved, ‘That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of prohibiting polyg- 


amy in the Territories, and so to modify the laws ot Utah | 


as to make the future commission of that offense penal in 
that Territory, 


PUBLIC PRINTING. 
Mr. McPHERSON offered the following reso- 
lution; which was read, considered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, ‘That the Committee on Printing be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of abolishing the present 
system of executing the public printing, and of substituting 
the lowest bidder system, with such guards as will insure 
the prompt and faithful performance of the contract. 


SAN JUAN ISLAND. 
Mr. PRYOR offered the following resolution; 
which was read, considered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the President be requested to communi 
cate to the House, if not incompatible with the public inter- 


ests, any correspondence that may have occurred between | 


the Department of State and the Government of Great 
Britain, touching the occupation of the island of San Juan. 


DUTIES ON TOBACCO. 


Mr. PRYOR also introduced the following reso- 


lution; which was read, considered, and agreed to: | 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be in- 


structed to inquire into the expediency of adopting meas- | 


ures with the view of procuring a reduction of the duties 
imposed by foreign Governments on the importation of 
tobacco from the United States. 


RAILROAD GRANT. 
Mr. BOTELER introduced a bill granting a 


portion of public land to the Alexandria, Lou- 


doun,and Hampshire Railroad Company, in con- 
sideration of mail transportation and other ser- 
vices; which was read a first and second time, 
and referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 


APPOINTMENT OF MIDSHIPMEN. 


Mr. MILLSON submitted the following reso- 
lution; which was read, considered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of authorizing the 
appointment by the President, of ten midshipmen at large, 
annually. 


CHEROKEE TREATIES. 


Mr. VANCE introduced a bill to execute the 
treaties of 1817 and 1819, with the Cherokees, by 


Mr. ASHMORE. I move that the bill be re- || 


ferred to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. COBB. It should go to the Committee on 
Public Lands. . 

Mr. ASHMORE. Private Land Claims. 

Mr. COBB. The Committee on Private Land 
Claims have no jurisdiction over the disposition 
of public lands. 

Mr. ASHMORE. It is a private claim, and 
goes to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. COBB. I can only say, that it was before 
the Committee on Public Lands at the last ses- 
sion, and received the favorable consideration of 
that committee, I believe. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from 
Alabama desire a vote on referring the bill to the 
Committee on Public Lands? 

Mr. COBB. Ido not care anything about it. 

Mr. ASHMORE. It is strictly a private land 
claim. The bill only provides that the party may 
enter lands either in Florida or anywhere else— 
lands for which he has already paid. 


| business now before the Senate. 


“upon a debate of the question at this time 


The bill was then referred to the Committee on | 


Private Land Claims. 


Mr. BURNETT. I desire to make an inquiry 


of the Chair. 
would not this order of the House come up again 
to-morrow, and the call of the States be con- 
tinued ? 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 
been the practice. 

* The SPEAKER. The Chair understands that 
according to the practice adopted by the Speaker 
of the last Congress, when an order of this kind 
is made, it continues until the next day. 

Mr. FLORENCE. | rise to a privileged mo- 
tion, before a motion is made to adjourn. 

Mr. BURNETT. I believe I am on the floor, 
and the gentleman cannot take the floor from me. 

Mr. FLORENCE. 
tion. 

Mr. BURNETT. Iam going to submita priv- 
ileged motion myself. 

Mr. FLORENCE. The gentleman made an 
inquiry, which the Chair answered. 
want to enter a motion to reconsider the vote by 
which the pension bill was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affaigs. 

Mr. BURNETT. I move that the House do 
now. adjourn. 

The SPEAKER ordered tellers on the motion; 
and appointed Messrs. McPuerson, and Rosin- 
son of Illinois, to act as tellers. 


That has 


I merely | 


If the House should now adjourn, | 
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The VICE PRESIDENT. Thisis the proper 
It is the unfin- 
ished morning business. 


Mr. DOOLITTLE. I hdd not intended to enter 





Mr. GREEN. It will lead to a debate; a long 
debate. I shall oppose it. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. I desire simply now to 
demand the yeas and nays upon the amendment 
to the amendment; and then, inasmuch as the 
Senate is not very full this morning, and it may 
lead to debate, if gentlemen desire it, lam willing 
to let it lie over for a short time, perhaps for two 
or three days; but I desire at an early day to come 
to a direct vote on this proposition, to test the 
sense of the Senate. I a for the yeasand nays 
upon my amendment. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. GWIN. I move to postpone the further 
consideration of this question for the present, in 
order to allow us to introduce the morning busi- 
ness. 

Mr. SEWARD. What is the honorable Sen- 
ator’s motion? 

Mr. GWIN. To let this matter lic over, in 
order to allow us to introduce morning business. 

Mr. SEWARD. I hope it may be understood 
that if it is passed over, it is passed over inform- 
ally, without prejudicing the right of any of us 
to call it up at any time. 

Mr. GWIN. Certainly. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Senator 


from California move that it be postponed until 


| to-morrow? 


Mr. GWIN. Yes, sir. 
Mr. SEWARD. lL have no objection to that, 
understanding that we may call it up to-morrow, 


_or at any other time. 


[ rise to a privileged mo- | 


Mr.MAYNARD. I would like toask whether, | 


if the House adjourns now, we shall continue the 
execution of this order to-morrow? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has so decided. 

The House divided; and the tellers reported— 
ayes 56, noes 31. 

So the motion was agreed to; and thereupon 
(at four o’clock, p. m.) the House adjourned. 


LN SENATE. 
Tuurspay, February 16, 1860. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Dr. Guruey. 
The Journal of yesterday was read andapproved. 


ADMISSION OF KANSAS. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The proper busi- | 


|| after die; which was referred to the Committee on 


, ness before the Senate is the mtion to refer the 


making provision for the reservations under the || 


same; Which was read a first and second time, and 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 


THE HUERTAS CLAIM. 


Mr. ASHMORE introduced a bill to authorize | 


the claimants in right of John Huertas to enter 
certain landsat any land office in the United States, 
being supplemental to, and in enlargement of, the 


right conferred by the act of Congress approved || 
February 23, 1859, entitled “ An act to authorize | 


the claimants in right of John Huertas to enter 


certain lands in Florida;’’ which was read a first || 


and second time. 


W yandott constitution to the Committee on Ter- 
ritories, and the question is upon the amendment 
offered by the Senator from Wisconsin (Mr. 
Doo.itTTLE] to the amendment of the Senator from 
Mississippi, [Mr. Brown.} 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. I desire the Secretary to 
read to the Senate the amendment which I have 
sent to the Chair in writing, as I stated my amend- 
ment orally when the subject was under consid- 
eration before. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Secretary will 
read the amendment to the amendment. 

The Secretary read it, It is to strike out all of 


the amendment of Mr. Brown, after the word. 


‘* instructions,”’ and insert: 
To report a bill for the immediate admission of Kansas 


| into the Union, under the constitution now presented, upon 


an equal footing with the other States, it appearing that the 
government provided for by this constitution for the State 
of Kansas is republican in form, and in accordance with 
the Constitution of the United States. . 

Mr. GWIN. I wish to suggest to the Senator 
from Wisconsin, that he allow us to go through 
with the morning busi:_vss. 


The motion was agreed to. 
POST OFFICE DEFICIENCY BILL. 


A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. Haves, Chief Clerk, announced that the 


ow of the House had signed an enrolled bill 
| ( 


1. R. No. 1) making appropriations to defray 


| the deficiencies in the appropriations for the ser- 


vice of the Post Office Department for the fiscal 
year ¢nding 30th June, 1859, and in part for the 
support of the Post Office Department for the year 
ending 30th June 1860; and it was signed by the 
Vice President. 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. BIGLER presented the memorial of Jon- 
athan Ely, legal representative of Edward Ely, 


| deceased, praying that the accounts of Edward 


i} 
' 
| 





Ely, as United States consul at Bombay, may be 
settled on just and equitable principles; which was 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. WADE presented the petition of John R. 
Gage and others, praying that the heirs of the 
militia of the Indian wars and that of 1812, may 
be placed on the same footing, in regard to bounty 
land, as those who served in the late war with 
Mexico; which was referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs and Militia. 

He also presented the petition of John R. Gage 
and others, praying that pensions may be granted 
to the surviving militia of the war of 1812, and to 
the widows of those who have died or may here- 


Pensions. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE presented the petition of 
John H. Rountree, praying the return of rents 
illegally exacted by agents of the United States; 
which wag referred to the Committee on Claims. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. BROWN. I offered a resolution yester- 
day evening, and I now ask for its present con- 
sideration. 

Mr. DAVIS. Do reports of committees have 
priority over the consideration of resolutions and 
motions, in the order of business? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair always 
calls for petitions and reports; but it has been 
decided that it is in the power of the Senate, by 
motion, to take up any business. 

Mr. DAVIS. I merely ask, because my col- 
league and myself had some debate as to whether 
resolutions or reports had precedence in the order 


| of business. 


If no motion is 


The VICE PRESIDENT. 


|| made by a Senator, the Chair calls, first, for peti- 
|| tions, and then for reports; but he must receive 


SOS 


LS AE ate ON 


ite ionen ch 


— a ae 


-— = 2 2 on am 


Th 


=e > me moe Pp 


-—3e «= 





Pn be ats EE ARORA RSAC ALO 


1860. 


any motion, and the motion of the Senator from 
Mississippi furthest from the Chair (Mr. Brown] 
is in order, when made. ; 

Mr. BROWN. I withdraw my motion for my 
colleaguc. 

Mr. DAVIS. I would not have made the ques- 
tion, but in order that it might be settled whether 
reports from committees come next to petitions. 
By preserving a regular order of business, we can 
get through with a great deal more than in any 
other manner. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 

Mr. DAVIS, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs and Militia, to whom was referred the pe- 
tition of Theodore J. Eckerson, military sPore- 
keeper at Benicia arsenal, California, praying an 
increase of pension, submitted an adverse report. 

Mr. GWIN, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, to whom was referred the 
bill (S. No. 84) to facilitate communication be- 
tween the Atlantic and Pacific States by electric 
telegraph, reported it with an amendment, and 
uotilied Senators that he would ask for its con- 
sideration at a very early day. 

Mr. BENJAMIN, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, to whom was recommitted the bill (S. 
No. 86) to amend the existing laws relative to 
the compensation of the district attorneys, mar- 
shals, and clerks of the circuit and district courts 
of the United States, reported itwith amendments. 

Mr. HAMLIN, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, to whom was referred the bill (S. No. 102) 
to secure the wages of seamen in cases of wreck, 


asked to be discharged from its further consider- | 


ation. 
PUBLIC BUILDINGS AT PHILADELPHIA. 
Mr. BIGLER submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury, the Post- 


master General, and the Attorney General, be requested to | 


communicate to the Senate, what action, if any, has been 
taken under the third and fourth sections of the act of the 
3d of March, 1859, entitled ‘* An act making appropriatious 
for sundry civil expenses of the Government for the year 
ending the 30th of June, 1860,” relating to the construction 


of public buildings in the city of Philadelphia, and wkat ad- | 


ditional legislation, if any, is necessary to carry out the 
purposes of said sections. 


ADMISSION OF KANSAS. 
Mr. DOOLITTLE. I move that we take up the 


subject-matter which was postponed this morning, 
for the purpose simply of making a motion to print 
the constitution of Kansas, and the prgposed in- 
structions to the Committee on Territories, and 
my amendments. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It is now moved 
to print the amendment of the Senator from Mis- 
sissippi, and the amendment of the Senator from 
Wisconsin thereto, and the constitution. 


Mr. MASON. 


that that iswhat it purports to be. 


I should like to know from the |! 
Senator from Wisconsin, what evidence there is | 
I have exam- | 


ined the paper, and it presents the aspect of a very | 


roughly printed pamphlet, purporting to be the 
constitution of Kansas; but it has no authentica- 
tion upon its face except a loose sheet on which 


is written the names of two gentlemen, one of | 


whom claims to have been the president, and the | 


other the secretary of the convention; but there 


is nothing in the constitution itself, or what pur- | 
ports to be the constitution, prescribing the mode 


of its authentication. I sce on the envelope in- 
closing it, that it was sent to the President of the 
Senate by a gentleman named Parrott, who writes 
from the House of Representatives, and sends it 
to the President of the Renate, with a request that 
he would lay it before the Senate. 


¥ 


| to the site designated by the President. 


the paper itself had been tampered with after it 
left Kansas. The Senate escaped, in that in- 
stance, by an accident, from being imposed on by 
a fictitious paper. Now, this paper is printed . 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair must 
a the Senator to call up the special order 
at this hour. 





ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY. 
On motion of Mr. HALE, it was 


Ordered, That when the Senate adjourns to-day, it be to 


meet on Monday next. 
STATUE OF WASHINGTON. 

Mr. BROWN. The special order is the bill 
of the Senator from Loutsiana, [Mr. Suipett,] 
about the District banks, I believe. 

The VICE PRESHENT. It is the bill (S. 
No. 50) to prohibit the issue of bank notes by 
corporations, associations, or individuals, within 
the District of Cohumbia; and further to prohibit 
the circulation of bank notes by any incorporated 
company Or association of individuals beyond the 
limits of the District of Columbia, ofa less denom- 
ination than twenty dollars. * 

Mr. BROWN. Lask the Senator from Louis- 
iana whether he will not allow the resolution in 
reference to the inauguration of the statue of Gen- 
eral Washington to be taken up and adopted? 
We are now within five days of the 22d of Feb- 
ruary; and unless we act on it now, we shall leave 
itto Monday, when it may be too late j 
action is proper, that action ought to be had now. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 


If any | 


anemone 


Mississippi asks unanimous consent to take up | 


the resolution referred to. 

Mr. BROWN. Yes, sir. 

Mr. SLIDELL. The special order can be 
yassed over informally. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
no objection. The resolution is before the Senate. 
The Secretary will read it. 

The Secretary read it, as follows: 

tesolved, That acommittee of three be appointed on the 
part of the Senate, to act ip concert with such committce 
as may be appointed onthe partof the House of Represent 
atives, in making suitable arrangements for the inaugura- 
tion of the equestrian statue of General Washington, on the 
22d of February. 


Mr. PEARCE. I introduced a joint resolution | 


| on that subject some days ago myself, and it was 


set aside on the motion of the Senator from Maine 
(Mr. Fessenpen.] The statue hag been taken 


| President had authority of law to designate the 
| site; it was conferred by the act by which the | 
money vas appropriated for the execution of the | 


| statue. 
| is there. 


Now, I do not at ail mean to impugn the verity || 


of this paper; but if the Government is to be con- 
ducted with any kind of safety to itself, we ought 
to have some certain means of verifying papers 
of this importance and gravity. I remember very 
well—doubtless the Senator from Wisconsin, for 


He has designated a site, and the statue 

I thought that all that was necessary 
was to provide a small sum for defraying the ex- 
penses, and at the suggestion of the Secretary of 
the Interior, whom I consulted, [ inserted the sum 
of $3000 in my resolution. ! think that if this 
statue is to be inaugurated on the 22d of Feb- 
ruary, for which all preparation has already been 
made, and even an orator selected—a gentleman 
of the other House—we ought to make an appro- 
priation; but if the Senate determine that if it lies 
in their power they will repeal the authority of 
the President to designate the site, and pass an 
act directing the site to be changed, it would be 
well to do so at onee. It is searcely worth while, 
it seems to me, to appoint a committee of Con- 
gress to take part in the inauguration, if we are 
going to undo it all and remove the statue from 
the place which has been designated for it by the 
President. 

Mr. BROWN. My object in moving the reso- 
lution was simply this: Congress ordered this 
statue, and I supposed when the ceremony of erect- 
ing it was about to take place, Congress being in 
session, we ought to connect ourselves with the 
ceremony; and, therefore, [ proposed the appoint- 


| ment of a joint committee of the two Houses who 
| will, of course, act in concert with the President 


I think he was here at that time, will recollect— |) 
that on a former occasion we had a paper com- | 


municated to the Senate by a Senator from Mich- 


igan, [Mr. Cass,] who did it bona fide; it had been | 


placed in his hands as the constitution of this 
very people of Kansas. It was not received at 
the time, formally, by the Senate, and some future 
investigation satisfied the honorable gentleman 
who presented it, and satisfied the Senate, that 


and Secretary of the Interior, and evert the city 
authorities, so that all parties and all interests may 
be represented on the occasion. That was the 
only idea lL had. Itseems to me that if the Gov- 
ernment order a work of this sort, there can be no 
impropriety in their being connected with putting 
it up; but on the other hand there is a marked 
propriety in the two Houses taking cognizance of 
that event. 

So far as the location is concerned, I have not 


The | 


" 


The Chair hears | 
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certainly contemplated any such thing as disturb- 
ing itin any manner. If my recollection serves 
me, thouch I have not looked at the law, the Sen- 
ator from Maryland is exactly right. When the 
statue was ordered, the law authorized the Pres- 
ident to fix the location. Whether f would select 


| that precise point at which he proposes to have it 


erected, is another question. ‘The President has 
done nothing but what he was authorized by law 
to do; and if it be now proposed to repeal the 
law, and change the location of the statue, the in- 
auguration of it must necessarily be postponed to 
some other period. We cannot now repeal the 
law, and doall that is necessary to be done before 
the 22d of February. If the objection be persisted 
in, I do not know, I will say to the Senater from 
Maine, whether that will prevent the putting up 
of the statue. I dare say day will go on with it, 
unless the law is absolutely repealed between how 
and the 22d of February. All that I propose to 
do is that the statue, be put up; we take proper 
observation of it; be present by some act of our 
own. I think the propriety of the occasion re- 
quires that we should do, at icast, that much. That 
is all I have to say about it. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. When this matter was 
up the other day on the resolution offered by the 
Senator from Maryland, I made an inquiry as to 
the authority of the President. It seemed that he 


| had no authority to designate the site undera res- 


olution passed at the last Congress; but I am in- 
formed that he was authorized by the original act 
to select the site. If that is the case, and he has 
already executed that authority by making a se- 
lection, I suppose that no act that we could pass 
would bear upon that matter at all. If we con- 
ferred the authority upon him,and he has indicated 
properly and distinetly where it should be placed, 
I do not know how we can take it out of his 
hands; but I do think that it is exceedingly de- 
sirable that the President should be induced to 
reconsider his decision upon that subject. I do 
not know but that I may be mistaken; but I think 
there is not a member of the Senate who would 
favor the location that has been selected, ®@ that 
does favor it, knowing where it is. 1 donot know 
anything of the merits of this statue from actual 
observation; I have not seen it; but I have heard 
it spoken of in on high terms, as a statue of. 
very high artistic character. If that is the fact, 
it being a statue of Washington, and probably the 
only equestrian statue of Washington we shall 
have in this city, I deem it of very great conse- 
quence that it should be located in a conspicuous 
position. 

We all know that there is a statue of Jefferson 
in front of the President’s house, and an eques- 
trian statue of Jackson in the te opposite, 
They are conspicuous positions. Nobody wishes 
to displace them; but no person in this country 
would think it proper, eminent and great as they 
were, that their statues should occupy their 


prominent positions in the public grounds, and 


that the equestrian statue of the Father of his 
Country should be put away in a corner almost 
out of the city of Washington. There is an im- 
propriety in it, a want of taste, a want of judg- 
ment, which, to me, is very striking and remark- 
able. That being the fact, and it being important 
to place it now, because every one will see that being 
once located it will be almost impossible tochange 
its position, from the trouble and the risk that 
might arise in doing so, it is of great consequence 
that this question should be decided properly in 
the first instance. : q 

I objected to the resolution that was offered by 
the honorable Senator from Maryland the other 
day, and I objected to this resolution, which was 
offered last evening by the Senator from Missis- 
sippi, for the purpose of calling the attention of 
the Senate to this matter, to see if there is not a 
mode by which we may possibly induce a change 
of opinion on the part of the President himself. 
I presume that he is a man who would be willing 
to hear a remonstrance on the subject, and that if 
he has committed an error he would be anxious, 
very anxious, to have it corrected. Thatis usually 
an indictum which accompanies great men, and I 
resume it will not be found wanting in this case. 
ew, sir, what I have to suggest is, that instead 
of raising a committee to take part in this matter 


| in the present condition of things, a committee 
should be appointed of the two bodies to wait on 


the President, and respectfully represent to him 











oOpintol that | Valuis in reialio poli ‘ 
mot a site, and if dy ill ne reconsider 
t d minatio is mad We have aright 
» ao vat, b ropriat thi money, 
i certainly ib a respecttul cou 
of proceeding with regard to | 
ro I I ! fi to I I is 
I | i nb whien | been named for thi tatu 
j i l Upoll, | will vol sLINST, aM iry to 
def tpevery measure ge ing tloapy ropriate mone y 
flor tue purpose, or to connect us With it ln any 
Yy whatever, Wi were honorably connected 
with it by appropriating the mon y- ’ We cannot 
” honorably connected with it, in my judgment, 
Vv as enting, directly or indires tly, or aiding to 
omplish, the purpo of pla ine this statue at 
place which has been indicated for it. 
J submit these remarks to the Senate with rreat 
deference. | have no feeling, of course, on the 
ject xcept that which every ¢« should i 
yud and indulge to a certain point, and | 
| that other Senators will take the same view 
\ tid I suggest a committee, simply be- 
1 iS the only cou that pre ented itself to 
my mind left to us proper to bye pursued, and 
l hop ome Senator on the other side of the 
blon if he agrees with me, will move the ap- 
poimtment of a committee for the purpose which 
j ve indicat dl. 

Mr. HAMMOND. More difficulties surround 
this matter, perhaps, than the Senator from Maine 
ware of, -Last year, or the year bi fore last 
E believe it was the year before last—the President 
lected a position for this statue in his own 
rounds, in the p lace of the statue of Jefferson— 
hat ire-crow statue that stands up there—but 
the artist re monetentad against it; and for very 
rood artistic reasons. The statue cannot oceupy 
that position. [tis impossible to make an eques- 
trian itue ) to occupy the slope of the hill 
in the contracted grounds in front of the Presi- 
dent’s house, and do justice to the artist and to 
the work. ‘The artist himself pre ferred to have 


d ona li vel on the ave nue, some whe re 
(@nter market; but the 
hat. Hi weve r, the friends of the artist succeeded 
indefeating the location in the President’s grounds. 
The Pre side nt was not authorized to remove the 
if Jefferson, and application was made to 
vive him the authority of removing the statue of 
Jefferson, for the yutting there the 
statue of Washington. The friends of Mr. Mills 
defeated that, at his earnest request; and since 
I believe, the Administration has paid litde 
attention either to the work or to the artist; but 
they have sought every all over the town 
»per location, sk there were but two lo- 
cations that wepuld suit; one was the Circle, near 
Georgetown,and the other the one that Mr. Mills 
d. near the Center market, on the avenue. 
sident finally decided to take the Circle; 
and I doubt very much, if the Senator from Maine 
was himself to be allowed to fix a } lace for the 
Statue, that he could find a bette rone im the hi igh- 
borhood of Washington. 

Mr. TEN EYCK. Mr. President, it is with 
deference that I rise to express even a regret that 
a word has been said on this occasion that can be 
construed as in opposition to the motion for the 
to take part in the in- 


It piace 
i 


near 
President opposed 


tfntue ¢ 


purpose of 


then, 
pl: we 


fora pre 


The Pri 


appointment of a commilttes 


auguration of this statue. I think that a work 
of this kind, designed, as it is, and offered, as it 
, by the Congress of the Union in behalf of the 


Ar rican Pp ople asa renew d ‘ vidence of their 
gratitude to the Father of his Country, should 
! been elevated to its ] 
objection or doubt being : uised po this floor. I 
think, sir, this statue should be elevated to its 
pedestal, now prepared and anaieloe it, with all 
the ceremony, with ail the formality, with all the 
dignity, and with all the outward demonstration 


slave 


ot r Spect, that the congregate d representatives of 


try can lend to so imposing an occasion, 

t think we should act promptly , cordially, and 
without a single word of demurrer either on ac- 
count of its location or for any other reason. It 
is Now too late for ; any ob ject tion of that sort. l 
think even this exception, or the doubt e xpresse 

with respect to the propriety of erecting this mon- 
ument, will strike the public pulse with regret; and 
there will be a sensation felt throughout the coun- 
iry, if not appreaching to a painful one, as I said 
before, amounting to a deep feeling of regret. I 
have no doubt that the worthy Executive of this | 


this cou 


lace without a word of 
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nation has made a selection of a site according to 
his best judgment—according to his enlightened 
judgment, under the advice of the artist, and of 
those whom he may have called about him; and 
I, for one, am satisfied to abide by the decision 
whicl hi i ih d F 

1 | | ; made avery discreet sélection. 
Monuments of this description are placed in other 
portions of thiscity. We have one or two at the 
( istern front of the ¢ Capitol. We havea monu- 


ment, whic! h reflects ¢ re dit upon American art, 

front of the President’s Hous W hy not let us 
place a’ mi eat’ of the Father of his 
Country, at the end of the city, near the 


ration of Georgetown, from which 
] 


Statue, a 
other 
ancient corpe 


site, Tam told, it may be seen ap yroaching from 
a far distance on the Potomac, and at which place 
it may be seen from divers Sther spots about and 
around the city, and from the hills which belg the 


city 1 every St 

- Before taking my seat, sir, | renew the expres- 
sion of my regret, In perfect kindness to the gen- 
tleman who has raised the objection; butit strikes 
my mind that the proposition which is offered is 
befitting; that the §pot isdesirable; thatthe slight- 
est hesitation in re dk ring this ceremonial. and 
appointing a committee to carry out the details, 
would be injurious to the public mind, and would 
reflect, to a certain degree, in the estimation of the 
people, upon the patriotic feetings which do, I 
know, actuate every member upon the floor of 
this House. 

Mr. BRIGHT. Mr. President, I differ entirely 
vith the Senator from Maine, in the remarks hi 
has made. Heis very much mistaken if he sup- 
poses there Is nota Senator on the floor who ap- 
proves the action of the President in reference to 
the selection of the site for this statue. I think 
the President has exhibited both good taste and 
rreat judgment in making the selection. He has 
chosen the only circle there is on the main avenue 
of the city. He has chosen it in reference to the 
advantages the cirele will afford in embellishing 
the grounds after the monument shall be erected. 
He has made the selection in accordance with 
what I believe to be the judgment of a large por- 
tion of the citizens of this city. It is in a portion 
of the city that is growing rapidly; and, so far 
from the citizens opposing the selection, as far as 
1 understand public sentiment here, they are de- 
cidedly for it; and I shall resist any attempt to 
make a change. I am very Ww illing to vote a liberal 
appropriation for the purpose of inaugurating the 
statue where. it 1s proposed to be put, and [ shall 
re sist any proposition to chs ange it. 

Mr. DAVIS. ‘The suggestion of the Senator 
from Maine that a committee should be appointed 
to confer with the President, seems to me to be 
quite too long after the event. Having conferred 
on the President power to se lect the site, Ldo not 
see how we can now propose to raise a committee 
to advise him as to the manner in which he shall 
executé a trust that has been re posed inhim. That 
should have been done in the be ginning, unless we 
were willing to agree to let him exercise his discre- 
tion. Asstated by the Senator from Indiana, he is 
quite mist: iken in supposing there isany sentiment 
of the Senate against the selection the President 
hasmade. I think it was very judiciously chosen. 
The que stion of locality refers itself to the plan of 
the city, and to theassociations connected with the 
spots and by the application of these two tests, I 

think the p lace selected is probably as good as 
any W hich could have been The radiat- 
ing of the streets from that circle renders it pos- 
sible to view the statue from a great many points 
advantageously, to see itas you approach it from 
agreat many ‘directions. ‘The ground which is 
around it gives it an advantage, both in the view 
and in the embellishment of the surroundings, 
which could not have been had if a spot in the 
central portion of the avenue had been selected. 
Being the great thoroughfare along which both 
the citizens and transient persons pass to and from 
Washington and Ge orgetown, it seemed to be the 
appropriate place for the statue of Washington— 
and not to embellish somebody’s ground, not to 
furnish an object in the President’s or any other 
park, but st inding on the great channel of travel, 
to be seen by all who go from the one place to the 
other 

Then the associations which are connected with 
the subject seem to me to render it appropriate. 
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loved Potomac; looks to the slope of —_ which 
tend me 0 ”) the residence at Mount Vernon: 
looks to » heights of Georgetown, identified 
with his early reminiscences, and associated with 
| days. Standine between the two cor- 


his later 
porations ¢ f Washington and Georgetown, form- 
tng united the Federal District, or seat of Govern- 
ment, Iean any place which combines 
number of recommendations than that 
which the President has chesen. Therefore, I 
have only to say to the Senator from Maine, that 
I should dissent from any dpposition to, or delay 
in, raising the statue on the ground which has 
been selected. I had not the advantage of hear- 


not marci 


» ory 


ater 


ing yl the remarks of the Senator from Mary- 
land. Tf have, however, looked on this as an ex- 


ecutive matt . Congress have made an appropri- 
ation, and authorized the statue to be constructed; 
beyond that it was all executive; and whilst the 
two Houses might attend the ceremony, I did not 
see that the two Houses of Congress had any 
legitimate connection with the subject. 

Mr. HALE. I simply rise at this time to say 
that I feel no particular interest in this matter; 
only, | want to wash my hands of any re sponsi- 
bility for it at all: for I think, if there is anything 
on carth that thisGovernment has been most emi- 
nently unfortunate in, it is in its attempts to dec- 
orate the grounds in this city with statuary and 
ornamental work. ; ; 

Mr. DAVIS. The Senator from New Hamp- 
shire will not understand me as indorsing a statue 
that | have neverseen. I do not know whatit is. 

Mr. HALE. That is my condition, and I want 
to put in a little protest; it will not do any harm. 
The Senator from South Carolina [Mr. Ham- 
MOND] denominates the bronze statue of Jeffer- 
son, in the President’s grounds, as a scare-crow. 
Well, sir, we have some on the east front of the 

Capitol. Ido not prete nd to be a connoisseur in 
statuary or painting, or anything of that sort. I 
am not going to say anything that the chairman 
of the Committee on the Library [Mr. Pearce] 

can come down on me for; but I do say that more 
horrid caricatures cannot be found in any we 

museum ai through the New eins id 
States for exhibition to the boys, than are to be 
found on the east front of your Cc apitol. They are 
perfectly horrid, sir. T he artist has undertaken 
to make a dog, and he does not look any more 
like a dog than would a heap of ¢ lay with a stick 
stuck into one end. {Laughter.] That is your 


dog. It is the most horrible looking thing I ever 
saw. ([Laughter.] A Senator asks me what 


makes me think itisa dog? Itis because I am 
told that it is a doe. 

Mr. CLINGMAN 
it did represent a dog. 

Mr. HALE. That is it; and it isan improve- 
ment on some of our old artistic works. I should 
like have the Senator from Kentucky [{Mr. 
CRITTENDEN] give his opinion of Persico’s statue 
of Columbus; | have heard some of his comments 
on it. I think that isa miserable abortion. If it 
looks like anything, it looks like a pretty stout 
gymnastic gamble xy With a ball in his hand about 
to roll at nine-pins. [Laughter.] That is the 
idea it would suggest to a stranger. Then, there 
is another statue there that it used to be the fash- 
ion to praise very much, and that is Greenough’s 
statue of W ashington. That is carried off some- 
what further from the Capitol, and, therefore, is 
less offensive to good taste than it used to be when 
it Was nearer. 

Iam not an artist, sir; never was in Italy in 
my life; cannot talk Italian; and do not know 


I have read in a paper that 


| what is the opinion of connoisseurs on these mat- 


ters; but I know how they strike me, a plain, un- 
sophisticated man. I think they are utter abor- 
tions; and lam unw illing toappropriate any more 
of the public money for the purpose of filling up 


|| the city with these scare-crows, as the Senatoéi 


from South Carolina has denominated them. I 
recollect, sir, an old gentleman, who used to rep- 
resent my State in some of the early Congresses, 


stated that the order for filling up the panels of 


the rotunda, that was done by Tr umbull, was done 


| by ordering certain pictures so many feet long, 
| and so ms ny feet wide; that was the only direc- 


tion given; that certain dimensions should be 
painted to fill up those places; and he remark d, 

‘‘ this is hiring painting to be done by the acre;”’ 
and that was literally so. But, fortunately, or un- 


| From that point he looks fondly over his own |! fortunately, an artist happened to be standing by 
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him, though he did not know it, and he said to 
the gentleman, ‘if you will cell at my room in 
New Y ork whe n you gothrough, I 2 ilf show you 
some painting that was not done by the acre;”’ 
and he did. 

These are my views, candidly expresse d. I 
think that eve ry attempt that we have made has 
put us deeper in the mire. Greenough’s statue 
| thought, was very bad, but that one on the ft 
hand of the east door on the portico, is infinitely 
worse; and I do hope that until we have got some 
better mode of selecting works of art, we shall 
not undertake to ornament our grounds in this 
way. Iam notsayingaw ord against this statue, 
because 1 do not know any thi lag about it, and 
have notseen it. Possibly when it comes out, it 
may illustrate that my comments were wnneces- 
sary, that we have made wonderful progress in 
the arts, and that this statue may be something 
different from what we have had. 

Mr. BRIGHT. Ii the Senator will alice me, 
while he is criticising the worksof art of the Gov- 
ernment here, l ask him to give his opinion on 
the statue of Jackson by Mr. Mills. Te omitted 
that. That is the reason I ask him the question. 

Mr. HALE. 1 omitted that for this reason: I 
rather think that is better. (Laughter.] I do 
absolutely. I want to be candid; but still the 
Senator should remember that [ am not skilled in 
these matters. I do not pretend to have any pro- 
fessional taste about them. I only judge of them 
asthey strike myeye. lam free tosay that, while 
I have heard some who pretend to be connoisseurs, 
and some who pretend to be artists, criticise that 
statue,it strikes me favorably. I rather like the 
looks of it. I think it is an improvement. 

Mr. HAMMOND. I will ask the Senatoran- 
other question, as he is going into the catechism: 
What do you think of the statues of Crawford in 
the old Representative Hall? 

Mr. HALE. That new one? 


Mr. HAMMOND. That is to be put on the 
dome of the Capitol. 
Mr. HALE. Ihave not looked at that very 


particularly; but I confess it has not struck me as 
anything very creditable. I will say that. I have 
not examined it ve ry critic ally; but the impre S- 
sion it has made on my mind is, that it is far from 
being a very fine work of art. 

Mr. HAMMOND. Ido not think the Senator 
understands me. There is a series of statues in 
the old Representative Hall, intended to adorn the 


new Halls, from Crawford. Have you not seen 
them? 
Mr. HALE, Yes, I have. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. Ishal! not undertake to 
express an opinion onany of these works of art, 
for 1 do not consider myself competent to judge 
of them at all. I was evidently a little too fast in 
supposing that my opinion of the proposed loca- 
tion of this statue was of any consequence, or that 
it was so palpable a mistake as I had supposed. 

But, sir, I have noi been convinced that I was 
wrong by any of the arguments which have been 
used. I should think that the honorable Senator 
from South Carolina evidently agreed with me; 
but his difficulty is in finding a better place. I 
think we need not be in a very great hurry about 
the place. This statue, I suppose, will keep for 
a short time; and it is better to delay for a reason- 
able period the location of the statue, than to put 
it up in a place that is evidently unfit for it. No 
harm is done by waiting for a short time. 

I cannot agree with my friend from New Jer- 
sey, that we pay any disrespe ct to the memory 
of General Washington, or that we injure any- 
body’s sensibilities, or diminish anyb dy’ 8 patri- 
otism, by re fusing to make an: appropr iation to put 
his statue in a place that is not fitted for it. If I 
considered that this wasa proper location, it might 
be another thing. I know very well that there has 
been a great deal of feeling in this city, and per- 
haps in Georgetown, but if, in our action with 
regard to matters and things in general coming 
under our jurisdiction and connected with this city 
and the city of Georgetown, we are to be influ- 
enced and controlled by the thousand notions-and 
feelings which agitate the people about here in 
relation to matters connected with what they deem 
their own individual interest, there will be an end 
to any decent legislation at all on such subjects. 
1 am willing myself to hear what they have to sz ry if 
1 do not have to hear too much of it; but as to be ing 
particularly influenced by their wishes and their | 


; upon the Pot 


: 


1 the mind of some o 


judgment, | 
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notions—Georgetown against Washington, and 
Washingtonagainst Georgetown, and we 
east, and so on—we should find 

difficulty all the time if we paid 


tagainst 


ourselves in infinite 


any attention to 
it. The question is for us to st ttle, or perhaps 
not now for us to settle, because we have com- 
mitted it to the President of the United States; but 


if Cons 2ress sho ld ome to thee rnc lusion that the 
P lace selected 1s a bad one, there is certainly no 
bje ction to its int rposing so far as to re monstrate 
on the subject, and so far as to withhold the appro- 
priations necessary to carry out the thing itself. 
That is a matter of opinion. I have an opinion 
one way, vary decid dl y Othergentlem , think 
otherwise; but I am not convines ed, even by the 
argument of the Senator from Mississip pl, (Mr. 
Davis,] as to the place. The great point as it 
seems to him is that this circle isanexcellent place 
as somebody said to start from, to go any a 
Well, you can find a great many such places 
where if you place yourself you can go off in any 
lirection; but it is not high, it is not elevated; 
and the associations connected with this particular 
spot are, in my judgment, purely imaginary, and 
the honorable Senator drew on his imagination for 
them. I donot suppose that th spirit of Wash- 
ington, in looking down upon us, will feel very 
much affect d by the facet that this looks 
ymae river, if it does look upon it. 
out enlarging the public grounds 
We think of extending them for some distance 
on each side of the Capitol, 1 do not know how 
far; and we probably shall do so before a 
period; and we also propose to 
front of the C; eee 
We unquestion: 
tiowen the 
be glad to r 


Statuc 


We are al 


long 
extend them in 
It is a work of a little time 
bly could and a very good loca- 
for this statue. Ishould 
statue of Greenough and 
put this in its place, and find some less conspic- 
uous place for that; for I confess, although I have 
no taste and judgment in such matters, that I do 
not like that, and never did; and I believe 
not singular in my distaste to the whole 
that statue. 

But, sir, at any rate, I merely wish to test the 
of the Senate on the subject. I shall make 
no motion; but, simply to show my opinion about 
t, I shall vote against the resolutions that are of- 
fered in relation to it, and the sense of the Senate 


oanald rrounds 


move the 


I am 
stvle of 


sense 


ean as well be tested in that way as any other. 
If the majority of the Senate shall think it is best 
to go on with this matter, to appropriate the 


money, and put up this statue 
gratify the 


immediately, to 
strong wish that exists, perhaps, in 
f the people of the cities of 
Washington and Cocemiina on the subject, I 
have nothing to say. I have no fee ling about it 
at all—not a particle. All 1 wish is, that while 
we are doing this thing, it mi ry be we oll and prop- 
erly done; and if the majority decide that this is 
doing it well and properly, and in good taste and 
am content. 

Mr. HAMMOND. Mr. President—— 

Mr. SLIDELL. I[appeal to the Senator from 
South Carolina to allow the question to be taken 
without further debate. 
sideration of the special order long enough. 

Mr. HAMMOND. I only to offer an 
amendment; but 
ator from Maine. Px rhaps of all the bodies in the 
world, the ene least competent to select a site for 
this statue would be the Senate of the United 
States and the House of Representatives. Itisa 
matter for artists and committees of art, and we 
ought to say nothing about it. I move te add to 
the resolution: 

And that $10,000 b 
the inauguration. 

The resolution brought in by the Senator from 
Maryland was for $3,000. 1 suppose the 1 
that was recommended by the Secretary of the 
interior—and in these days the Administration 
does not like to take the responsibility of spend- 
ing money—was because tlmt sum was appropri- 
ated se the inauguration of the statue of Jackson; 
but Jac Scat $ statue was a private work by the 
Jackson Monument Association, and I presume 
they contributed very largely out of their own 
funds to its dedication. This is wholly a Federal 
work. When the statue of Washington was in- 
augurated two years ago in the « apital of Virginia, 
that State appropriated $20,000 to defray the ex- 
| penses of the inauguration, and I think $10,000 is 


rose 


appropriated to pay the expenses of 


eason 


| as little as the Federal Government ought to ap- 


I have-yielded the con- | 


I will say one word to the Sen- 


| rood reasons. 


| ator himself has givena ve 


es " nt eiinemaeeminnneneanseedmentndaeditesin, thd aenal 
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propriate under similar circumstances. I would 
pre fer $25,000, but I will take the sense of the 
Senate on $10,000. 

Mr. BROWN. I will say to my friend from 
South Carolina, that if he mend 
ment, it destroys the whole resolution. Itisutterly 
out of the qi you can get through a 
resolution appropriating money— 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Firzpat 
RIcK In the chair.) The Chair wll state to the 
Senate that the amendment of the Senator from 
South Carolina is not in order, the resolutfon of 
the Senator from Mississippi being simply a Sen- 
ate resolution. It would be in order to offer the 
amendment of the Senator fram South Carolina 
resolution of the Senator from Maryland, 


Yi 
insists on this a 


1 
iestion that 


to the 
that being a joint resolution. 

Mr. BROWN. On this point, lest the remarks 
of the Senator from South Carolina should make 
s@me improper lodgement somewhere, I will say 
that my notion is, that we had better appoint a 
joint committee to superintend the erection of 
the statue, leaving the footing of the bills to sub- 
sequent action. Tam not at all opposed to the 
resolution of the Senator from Maryland. On the 
contrary, | am for it; and Iam for the increased 
sum. I want to see this statue prope rly inaugu 
rated; but a resolution to appoint a committee to 
superintend the doing of the thing, and another 
resolution to pay the expenses after itis done, are 
two very different propositions. The resolution 
before you only proposes to ae a committee 
to superintend the erection of the statue. 


Mr. HAMMOND. I should like to know 
where the money is to come from in the first 
place, if the committee is appointed? 

Mr. BROWN. Out of the Treasury. 

Mr. HAMMOND. What right have you to 
put your hands in the Treasury without an ap- 


ropriation ? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. An appropri- 
ation requires the sanction of Cinareis. This 
resolution requires the sanction of the Senate 
only. 

Mr. HAMMOND. I presume the resojution 
of the Senator from Mississippi requires the ac- 
tion of both Houses. It provides 
mittee. 

Mr. BRIGHT. 

TheS 


for a jomnt com- 


Let the resolution be read. 
ecretary read it. 


Mr. HAMMOND. I withdraw the amend- 
ment. 
Mr. PEARCE. Itseemsto me, Mr. President, 


that if we are to do anything on this subject, and 
to act at all on this resolution, it would be better 
to take up the resolution offered by me some day: 
ago, which ap propriates a sum sufficient for da 
purpose of the inauguration of this 5 Then 
the Senator can try his resolution as an amend- 
ment to that. That is a joint resolution; and if 
committees of the two Houses are to be appoints d, 
it would be prope rto have themauthorized by joint 
resolution. Both objects can be effected h ry the 
Senator’s adding to my resolution that which he 
has offered. I[ think that would be the best plan. 
I do not purpose to discuss the que stions of taste 
raised by the Senator from New Hampshire. I 
know that the Senate is very impatient, and I do 
not mean to reply to his remarks, for two ¥ ry 
In the first plac e, this is not the 
proper occasion for discussing critically the char- 
acter and merits of the statues which surround th 
Capitol; and, in the next place, if it were, the Sen- 
ry rood reason W hy he 
I have no doubt he is a 


statue 


should not be answered. 


} sincere man, ange aks precisely what he knows; 
and he 


tells us that he 
a connoisst 


is not an amateur, that he 
is not ur, and that he has no artistic 
taste, 

Mr. HALE. I did not say that, 

Mr. PEARCE. Well, as he has not affirmed 
that he has any, I suspect that itis wanting. Then, 
taking the Senator at his own word, I really must 
say that I do not think his criticism has that au 


thority which would weigh with the Senate. In- 
deed, he has only caricatured the statues. have 
heard the late John Quincy Adams say of Was! 

ington’s statue by Mr. Greenough, that it was a 


work of very great merit; and he had seen alm« 
all the works of art of this kind in Europe. It is 
truc, that among the myriads of statues which are 
found on the other continent, there are very few 
which are chef d’eurres. Out of thousands, pr 
ably only a hundred would receive the univers: wn 
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of standard merit. 1 believe ours, though they 
be not chef d’wurres, are not worse than the ma- 
jority of fair siatues in Europe; but are, indeed, 


quite equal to those of average merit; and ‘that 


they are not justly obnoxious to the ridicule of 
the Senator. 

The site selected by the President, is, in most 
respects, a fine one. It is elevated, surrounded 
by a reservation of sufficient size and graceful 


shape, round which passes the principal avenue 
of the city. The only objection is, that it is not 
now ina part of the eity which has been built up. 
Time will obviate this objection, 

It is necessary, if anything is to be done by 
authority of Congress in the proposed inaugura- 
tion on the 22d of February, that it should be 
done at once. All I desire is, to know whether 
the Senate will make an appropriation of three or 
ten thousand dollars, or whatever sum may be 
thought proper. J hope, therefore, the Senator 
from Mississippi will accept my suggestion, have 
the other resolution taken up, and append his as 
an amendment to it. 

Mr. BROWN. I have butasingle word to say. 
We the Senator from Maryland will reflect for a 
moment, he will see that it is now almost impos- 
sible to pass a resolution appropriating money, 
through the two Houses of Congress, before the 
22d of February. A single objection in the other 
House postpones it a day, and you cannot get it 
up. If one single man objects to it, it goes over, 
as a matter of course. But you certainly can pass 
a simple resolution for a joint committee, if there 
18 A majority to pass it, which appropriates no 
money, and which a single objection does not pass 
over. [tis only for that reason that I object to 
connecting the money part with the simple com- 
mittee part. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the resolution offered by the Senator from 
Mississipp1. 

The resolution was agreed to. 

Mr. BROWN. [ask the indulgence of the Sen- 
ate to make a single remark. When I introduced 
that resolution, it was at the suggestion of my 
friend from South Carolina. It was with the dis- 
tinct understanding that I should not go on the 
committee. Tcould not, under any circumstances, 
consent to serve on the committee. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will 
ask the Senator who is to select the committee ? 

Mr. BROWN. I move that they be appointed 
by the Vice President. 

The motion was agreed to; and Messrs. Ham- 
monn, Hunrer, and Hamuin, were appointed the 
committee on the part of the Senate. 

A message*was afterwards received from the 
House of Representatives by Mr. Haves, Chief 
Clerk, announcing that the House had concurred 
in the resolution of the Senate for the appoint- 
ment of a committee, to join such committee as 
may be appointed by the House of Representa- 
tives, to make suitable arrangements for the in-, 
auguration of the equestrian statue of General 
Washington, on the 22d February, and had ap- 
pointed Messrs. Kerrr of South Carolina, Tram 


of Massachusetts, Gannett of Virginia, ADRAIN | 


of New Jersey, and Wessrer of Maryland, the 
committee on its part. 


BANK ISSUES IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 


The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
proceeded to consider the bill (S. No. 50) to pro- 
hibit the issue of bank notes by corporations, as- 
sociations, or individuals within the District of 
Columbia; and further, to prevent the circulation 
of bank notes issued by any incorporated com- 
pany or association of individuals, located be- 
yond the limits of the District of Columbia, of a 
less denomination than twenty dollars. 

It provides that from and after the Ist day of 
April next, it shall not be lawful for any person 
or persons, or any association, partnership, or 
company of individuals, whether chartered or 
unchartered, within the District of Columbia, di- 
rectly or indiractly, to issue or reissue, or pay out, 
yass, exchange, put in circulation, any bank note, 
vill, certificate, or any acknowledgment of indebt- 
edness whatsoever, purporting to be a bank note, 
or of the nature, character, or appearance of a 
bank note, or calculated for circulation, issued, or 


purporting to be issued, by any person or persons, | 


or any association, partnership, or company of 


individuals, whether ehartered or unchartered; 
and whoever, shall, in his own name,or as presi- 
dent, cashier, or agent of any person or persons, 
or of any association, partnership, or company 
of individuals, sign, countersign, or indorse any 
bank note, note, bill, certificate, or any cchiatar 
edgment of indebtedness whatsoever, purporting 
to be a bank note, or of the nature, character, or 
appearance of a bank note, or calculated for cir- 
culation contrary to the provisions of this bill, 
shall be held to be guilty of a high misdemeanor, 
and, on conviction, shall be fined in any sum not 
less than fifty dollars, nor more than five hundred 
dollars, and may be imprisoned for ap riod not 
less than three nor more than twelve months. 

It further provides that from and after the Ist 
day of April next, it shall not be lawful for any 
person or persons, or any association, or partuer- 
ship, or company of individuals, whether char- 
tered or unchartered, within the District of Co- 
lumbia, directly or indirectly, to issue or reissue, 
or pay out, pass, exchange, put in circulation, 
transfer, or cause to be issued, paid out, passed, 
exchanged, circulated, or transferred, any bank 
note, note, bill, certificate, or any acknowledg- 
ment of indebtedness whatsoever, purporting to 
be a bank note, or of the nature, character, or 
appearance of a bank note, calculated for circu- 
lation asa bank note, issued, or purporting to 
be issued, by any person or association of per- 
sons, orany bank or incorporated company, not 
located within the District of Columbia, of a less 
denomination than twenty dollars; and every vio- 
lation of the provisions of this section, by any 
corporation or bod y corporate, or persons engaged 
in banking business, shall subject such corpora- 
tion or body corporate, or persons so engaged in 
banking business, to the payment of five hundred 
dollars; and any violation of this enactment by 
any other person, shall subject such person to the 
payment of twenty-five dollars, one half of which, 
in each case, shall go to the informer, and the 
other half to the United States, and may be sued 
for and recovered as debts of like amountare now 
by law recoverable in any action of debt, in the 
name of the United States, as well for the use of 
the informer as for the United States. 

Mr. SLIDELL. Mr. President, as the hour 
is rather late, much later than I supposed it 
would have been when the bill should be taken 
up, I shall be very brief in my explanation. I do 
not think it necessary to enter into any details on 
this subject, inasmuch as it has been investigated 
with a good deal of care, and all the points are 


, ought to be prepared to redeem them. 
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testimony ofapprobation, and be considered works 


February 16. 


does not exceed the sum of two hundred and fifty 
thousand dollars. Of course, men who issue notes 
For the 
purpose of effecting that redemption, a certain 
amount of coin must always be within the coffers 
of the bank. That proportion, according to the 
opinions of the best informed men on that sub- 


ject, ought not to be less than one third. Deduct- 


ing one third from $250,000, the actual capital 
that is created, if I may so say, by all the banks 


| of the District of Columbia, 1s $167,000. That 


is all that it can be claimed to be added to the 
effective means of the District by its banks. Yes- 
terday, a memorial was presented from the cor- 
poration of Georgetown, and which has been 
placed on the tables of members of the Senate, to 
which I desire very briefly to call attention. This 
memorial says that— 7 

“The said proposed measure is repugnant to the well- 
known wishes of the people of this town; that, however 
well intended it may be, it is founded upon amisapprehen 
sion of the true interests of our people ; that it would sink 
us to the feet of the cities which, enjoying the aids and fa- 
cilities of legitimate banking, are competing with us for the 
trade and commerce upon which we have mainly subsisted 
for the last sixty years; and that it would restrict our re- 
sources, cramp industry, depreciate the value of property, 
and materially decrease our population.”’ 

All these monstrous effects are to flow from the 
simple provisions of the bill now before the Sen- 
ate. ‘The bill prohibits the assue, by any corpora- 
tions or individuals within the District of Colum- 
bia, of any bank notes at all. Now, let us see 
what foundation there is, in point of fact, for these 
direful anticipations on the part of the good people 
of Georgetown. Annexed to this report is a con- 
densed tabular statement of the circulation of all 
the banks of the District. Of these, two are lo- 
cated in Georgetown; one, the Farmers’ and Me- 
chanics’ Bank, having a circulation of $47,350; 
the other, the Bank of Commerce, a circulation 


| of $28,995; making the whole gross circulation 


presented in the report of the select committee, | 
| which is new in the hands of every member of the 


Senate. I will state, however, in order to obviate 
the possible imputation of any extreme desire on 


my part to correct the supposed evils of the bank- ' prohibits, unqualifiedly, the issue of any bank 


| of any kind. 


ing system in the city of Washington, the origin 
of my connection with the question. 

In October, 1857, I think 1t was, a great mon- 
etary crisis prevailed throughout the country, and 
all the banks were ina state of suspension. That 
state of suspension existed in Washington at the 
time that I asked in the first instance for a com- 
mittee of inquiry on the subject. In the course 
of that inquiry, I discovered, to my infinite sur- 
prise—a surprise, | believe, shared by every mem- 
ber of the commuttee—that there was no law or 
regulation ofany kind controlling the issue of bank 
notes within the District of Columbia. Such is 


| 


the fact to-day. Any individual, any association, 
assuming any name that they may think proper, 


can issub notes for circulation; in facet, coin money 
and issue bank notes without stint or restriction 
[ think everybody will admit that 
this Is an evil, at least, which ought to be cor- 
rected. 

The objection that is made, or that will prob- 
ably be made, to the precise remedy indicated by 


of those two banks in Georgetown about seventy 

five thousand dollars. But it is familiarly known 
to everybody acquainted with the system of bank- 
ing, that the apparent circulation is always larger 
than the real ctreulation, for a portion is always 
on hand. ‘Fhat would reduce it to about sixty 
thousand dollars; and if the test of proportion of 
specie which I have just stated be the proper one, 
it would curtail the facilities which the people of 
Georgetown derive from the circulation of bank 
notes to $40,000; the interest on that is $2,400, 
and the loss of $2,400 a year is to cripple the re- 
svurces, destroy the prosperity, break down the 
frade and commerce, and decrease the population, 
of this flourishing town, that has been so exten- 
sively engaged in commerce and navigation for the 


last sixty years! 


There are two sections to this bill. The first 


note, bill, or certificate of exchange, intended for 


| circulation, by any person oy persons, or any 


_company or association, within the District of 
| Columbia. The penalty for the violation of this 


_ months. 


first section is a fine, in a sum not less than fifty 
nor more than five hundred dollars, and impris- 
onment not less than three nor more than twelve 
The next section prohibits the circula- 


| tion, within the District of Columbia, of notes 


issued by individuals, corporations, or associa- 


| tions, without its Iimits, under the sum of twenty 
| dollars. 


The committee, in making their report, have 
stated the facts as I have given them; and they 
have shown that the commercial and industrial 
interests of this District cannot be in the slightest 


| degree affected by the abolition of this privilege. 


the bill now before the Senate, is, that it will be | 


destructive of the interests of the people of the 
District of Columbia; that it will expose them to 


restrictions and privations which are not imposed | 


upon the people of any State or Territory of tee 
Union. say, in answer to that, or shall say, if 


the objection be urged; that the state of things | 
within this District 1s peculiar. The whole cir- 
culation of all the banks in the District of Colum- 
bia, either those which originated under charters 
granted by Congress, or those which have been 
since formed by the voluntary association of in- 
dividuals without any particular sanction of law, 


| the banks in the District of Columbia. 


It is not proper to call it the abolition of a privi- 
lege, for I doubt whether it legally exists at all. 
It is not worth while to detain the Senate by en- 
tering into any very detailed statement of the 
facts; but many years since several bills were 
passed, limiting and restricting the existence of 
They 
were in a state of suspension for a great many 
years. Attempts were made to liquidate them. 


| Many acts of Congress were passed for that pur- 


At last—I think it was in 1836, but the 


pose. 


| date is not material—they were allowed a certain 
| limited period of three or four years for the final 


liquidation of their affairs. The fourth section of 
that act provided that— : 
‘The said corporation shall not, after July 1, 1838, issue 


| or reissue any bills, notes, or checks, payable to bearer, nor 
| issue certificates of deposit, payable to bearer, nor receive 
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any money or other property from any other corporation, 
and from any person other than one of its stockholders on 
deposit, and under obligation to return It; nor shall the 
said corporation, at any time after the Ist of July, 1838, 
receive or enter into any new obligations or liabilities,”’ &c. 

This act was afterwards extended, in its provis- 
ions, to all the banks in the District of Columbia 
similarly situated. The banks, however, continued 
to importune Congress; made various applications 
for a renewal of their charters; and, failing in ob- 
taining that, they determined to evade all the pro- 
wisions of the acts upon which their very existence 
depended. I will state the manner in which the 
thing was done. I read from the committee’s 
report: 

* Failing in their efforts to obtain the renewal of their 
charters, the banks determined to evade, or ratfWer fla 
granuy to violate, all the conditions imposed upon them by 
the act of 3d July, 1840, adopting the provisions of that of 
25th May, 1838, to which reference has been heretofore 
made. No axiom of law is better established, or more uni 
versally recognized, than that no man or set of men can 
convey to others a greater power than that which they them- 
selves possess: the delegated power can never exceed the 
original. It would be idle to quote authority to establish a 
principle so rudimental. The mode of operation, in the 
ease of the Bank of the Metropolis—and the same course 
was substantially pursued by the other banks—was this: 
the stockholders were convened; the president and directors 
were selected as trustees. They could nowexecute an as 
signment to themselves, and Richard Smith, the cashier, 


was selected as the agent and conduit through whom the || 


property and effects of the old were to pass to the trustees 
of the new institution. The transfer was made to Smith 
on 3d July, 1844, who then assigned them to the trustees. 
(Merrick vs. Trustees Bank of the Metropolis, 8 Gill’s Re- 
ports, page 69.) 

‘*It thus appears that the president and directors sold 
nominally to their cashier, but, in fact, to themselves, as 
trustees, without consideration —or, if any were named, it 
was, of course, purely fictitious—all the assets of their re- 
spective institutions, with power to carry on a genera: bank 
ing business, without any of the restrictions and safeguards 
for the community under which they had acted as corpo 
rations. A more shameless attempt to evade the express 
provisions of law cannot well be imagined ; and the com- 
mittee believe that if the acts of May 25, 1838/and 3d July, 
1840, had been submitted to the court of appeals ot Mary- 
Jand, in the case of Merrick vs. Trustees of Bank of Me- 
tropolis, the decision would have been very different. In 
that case it was decided that the penal sections of 3d March, 
i8l7, to which the committee will allude in connection 
with the legality of the present issues of notes by these 
banks, were repealed ; that conseqhently a note discounted 
by the bank in the ordinary course of business, the pro- 
ceeds of which would be paid out in the bills of the bank, 
was not given tor an illegal consideration, and therefore 
not null and void.” 

Several attempts have been made to enforce the 
penalty of that law of 1817; but the court here, 
the court in Maryland, have both decided that the 
act of 1838 repealed the law of 1817; so that it is 
perfectly evident that my statement is unquali- 
fiedly correct. 


individuals, yp the issuing_of notes of any and 
every denomination; andthey may do it without 
stint, without restriction of any sort, and without 
the least security for their redemption on present- 
ation. 
is no remedy. It is now for Congress to decide 
whether a remedy shall be applied. 

The committee, in making this report, have said 
that they would submit the question to the Senate 
whether it was desirable to have any banks of issue 
in the District of Columbia; that if it was the opin- 
ion of the Senate that they should exist under 
proper restrictions, and the committee should be 
instructed to report a bill to that effect, they would 
cheerfully undertake the task; but that is a piece 
of legislation which will occupy much time, and 
‘we ag not obtain the sanction of the other 

ranch of Congress for some years; in the mean- 
while this remedy ought, at least, to be tempora- 
me areere 

Mr. CLARK. Mr. President, Mo not propose 
to submit any remarks on the banking system, or 
the want of any banking system, in this District. 
I design and desire, however, to call the attention 
of the Senator from Louisiana to, this bill. It 
seems to me there is an inconsistency, a contra- 
diction, in the bill which the committee have sub- 
mitted to the Senate. As I understand the object 
of the Senator, it is, in the first place, to prevent 


the issue, entirely, of any bank bills within this || 


51 . 


There is an entire absence of 
any remedy to control the existence or conduct of 
these institutions or corporations, or the acts of 


I say that that fact is established; there | 


District, or the circulation of any bank bills issued 


by anybody within the District. 

Mr. SLIDELL. That is the object. 

Mr. CLARK. And then, in the second place, 
to prevent the circulation of any bank bills, 1ts- 
sued by any person or corporation w ithin the Dis- 
trict, of a less denomination than twenty dollars. 
Those are he two objects. Now, I desire to in- 
vite the attention of the Senator from Louisiana 
to the bill, to see if there 1s not an Inconsistency 
in it, and whether the bill does not leave the mat- 
ter indistinet. I have studied the bill with som: 
care, and I confess that I should not have been 
able to understand the object desired, had I not 
rathered it from the remarks of the Senator from 
Louisiana, The first section provides— 

* That from and after the Ist day of April next, it shall 
not be lawtul for any person or persons, Or any association, 
partnership, or company of individuals, whether chartered 
or unchartered, within the District of Columbia, directly 
or indirectly, to issue or reissue, or pay out, pass, exchange, 
or put in circulation, any bank note.’’ 


That is the first section. You shall not putin cir- 
| culation any bank note at all, whether issued—— 


Mr. SLIDELL. 


I will state to the Senator 


| from New Hampshire that perhaps the intention 


of the bill may not have been expressed as fully 
and clearly as it might be. 
Mr. CLARK. I simply desire to call the at- 


| tention of the Senator to that fact, that he may 


examine and see whether his bill has not such 
inconsistencies as should not be in a law of the 
United States. 

Mr. SLIDELL. If the Senator finds any am- 
biguity in the bill, it will be very easy to correct 


| it, by inserting in the fourteenth line of the first 


section, after the word ** unchartered,’’ the words 
‘* within the District of Columbia,’’ so as to read 


| “issued, or purporting to be issued, by any per- 


son or persons, or any association, partnership, 
or company of individuals, whether chartered or 
unchartered, within the District of Columbia.’”’ 

Mr. CLARK. That will effect it to a certain 
extent. 

Mr. SLIDELL. I will accept that. 

Mr. CLARK. Then I wish to call the atten- 
tion of the Senator from Louisiana to another 
want of the bill, it seems to me. If you are to 


cut off the circulation of bank notes in this sort of 


way, suppose a person within this District has 
some foreign bills under 
twenty dollars, or they are sent to him here: he 
ought not to be prohibited from earrying those bills 
toa broker and transferring them to him as ancur- 
rent money to be sent back to their proper place 
of destination; but it seems to me this bill cuts 
off that privilege entirély. If I have bills of ten 
dollars’ denomination here, and I want to carry 
them toa broker and realize on them, I cannot 
do it under this bill. 

Mr.SLIDELL. I think the Senator from New 
Hampshire is mistaken. 

Mr. CLARK. I should thank the Senator from 
Louisiana to show me. 

Mr. SLIDELL. I should vot call that circula- 
ting or passing the bill. 
the bill as so much merchandise. 

Mr. CLARK. It is not so much circulation; 
but you provide in the second section that it shall 
not be transferred. I transfer it in that case to the 
broker. The section says [ shall not transfer it. 
The Senator’s object may be.a good one; but I 
am surprised to learn, as [ do now, that the banks 
of this District are in such a condition that there 
is no restraint upon them; but certairily it seems 
to me that this bill ought to be looked at with 
great care before itis passed. It cuts large and 
wide, and is inconsistent with its own provisions. 
I desire simply to call the attention of the Sena- 
tor to these facts. 

Mr. SLIDELL. My answer, I think, will be 
very satisfactory to the Senator from New Hamp- 
shire. The second section declares that— 

‘From and after the Ist day of April next, it shall not 
be lawful for any person or persons, or any association, part 
nership, or company of individuals, whether chartered or 
unchartered, within the District of Columbia, directly or 
indirectly, to igsue er reissue, or pay out, pass, exchange, 
put in circulation, transfer’’— 


i them. 


charge to make amendments to it. 


the denomination of 


| sons located or resident in the District. 


It would be the sale of 


That does not mean a sale. In my opinion a 
transfer means a passage from hand to wey in 
the ordinary course of business, and for the appa- 
rent value of the note on its face. 

or cause to be issued, paid out, passed, exchanged, cir 
culated, or transferred, any bank note, note, bill, certificate, 


or any acknowledgment of indebtedness whatsoever, pur- 
perting to be a bank note,’ Ke 


Certainly the case that has been suggested by 
the Senator from New Hampshire would not come 
within the provisions of this section. He sup- 
poses the case of a person arriving in the District 
of Columbia with a certain number of bank notes, 
of a denomination less than twenty dollars. He 
is not permitted to circulate them; but nothing 
prevents him selling them, as in the case proposed 
by the Senator from New Hampshire, to a broker, 
who will send them back to the place whence they 
were issued for redemption. 

Mr. CLARK. It seems to me that it does di- 
rectly prevent him from selling and transferring 
If the Senator’s bill was expressed that 
he should not transfer them, with a view that they 
should go into circulation, that would be well 
enough; but here is a bald, naked expression that 
he shall not transfer them, without any reference 
to what is to be done with them when they are 
transferred. It seems to me that the bill ought to 


| be guarded. It is open to that objection, and will 


lead to difficulty. 

Mr. SLIDELL. I will repeat to the Senator 
from New Hampshire that I am extremely de- 
sirous to accept any suggestion he may make, 
tending to perfect the bill and carry out the sug- 


| gestions of the committee; and if he thinks there 
is anything ambiguous about the word “ trans- 


fer.’’ I have no sort of objection to its being 
stricken out. If the Senator will make that mo- 
tion, | will assent to it. 

Mr. CLARK. I have not taken the bill in my 
Il only wanted 
to suggest.to the Senator what seemed to me ob- 
jections that he could remedy. 

Mr. BAYARD. I suggest whether the diffi- 
culty the Senator presents, will not be met by in- 
sertine, after the word “‘unchartered,”’ in the four- 
teenth line, the words “located or resident in the 
District of Columbia.’”’ 

Mr. CLARK. That is in the first section. 

Mr. BAYARD. Yes, in the first section insert, 
after the word “‘unchartered,’’ in the fourteenth 
line, the words “‘located or resident in the District 
of Columbia.’’ 

Mr. CLARK. That would do, and I had writ- 
ten that in my manuscript here. 

Mr. BAYARD. That would confine the oper- 
ation of the section to the issuing of notes pur- 
porting to be bank notes for circulation, by per- 

I think 
that would obviate the difficulty. 2 

Mr. CLARK. I will read what I had prepared 
as a substitute for the first section, though I have 
not moved any amendment: 

That from and after the Ist day of April next, it shall not 
be lawiul for any person or persons, or body corporate, with- 
in the District of Columbia, directly or indireetly, to issue 
or reissue, or pay oul, pass, exchange, or putin circulation, 
any bank note, bill, certificate, or any acknowledgment of 
indebtedness whatsoever, purporting to be a bank note, or 
calculated for circulation, issuing or purporting to be issued 
by any person or persons, or corporation within the District 
ot Columbia 

I think there is an unnecessary verbiage about 
this section of the bill, and it would be better if 
the whole matter was somewhat reformed. It 
says you shall not put in circuiation, pay out, or 
transfer any certificate or anything of the nature, 
character, or appearance of a bank note. I have 
seen some shop bills that had exactly the appear- 
ance of a bank note, though not designed for any 
such thing. It seems to me the whole section 
can be reformed. I do not propose to move any 
amendment. I desire to call the Senator’s atten- 
tion to it. 

Mr. SLIDELL. In order to obviate the ob- 
jection of the Senator from New Hampshire, I 
move to strike out the word “ transfer’’ in the 
seventh line, and the word ‘ transferred’’ in the 
eighth line of the second section, and after the 
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word ‘‘ unchartered”’ in the fourteenth line of the |; from the people of the District to Congress asking | I say, then, Mr. President, with my ideas of 
their intervention in this matter. If I state incor- || legislation, it is but reasonable and just not to ex- 


first section, to insert the words ‘ within the Dis- 
trict of Columbia.’’ ; 

Mr. CLARK. [ ask, also, if the Senator will 
not strike out the word *“*exchange?’’ You carry 
yourunecurrentmoney to the brokers andexchange 
it for good money. 


Mr. SLIDELL. As we contemplate abolish- | 


ing paper money within the District of Columbia, 
I do not know what it is to be exchanged for. 

Mr. CLARK. ‘I might exchange it for gold. 

Mr. SLIDELL. ‘Then that is a sale of the 
pape r, I suppose, 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I would suggest to my col- 
league that he does not propose to abolish the 
circulation of paper money in the District. 

Mr. SLIDELL. Under twenty dollars. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. Under twenty dollars only. 


A party comes here with notes from other States | 


under twenty dollars. He takes them toa broker 
and exchanges them for notes over twenty dol- 
lars, the circulation of which is allowed in the 
District. This bill would prohibit that. 


Mr. SLIDELL. ‘There is something in that | 


objection. My colleague can point out how it can 
be obviated. 
Mr. BENJAMIN. Simply by striking out the 


word *‘ exchange. 


Mr. SLIDELL. I will accept that suggestion | 


to strike out the word ** exchange,’’ in the second 
section. 
Mr. MASON. Mr. President, my residence in 


the State of Virginia is not very remote from the | 


District of Columbia; and the fact that the State 


itself borders on the District of Columbia,and has | 


many channels of commerce leading inte and con- 
nected with the District of Columbia, gives to a 
portion, at least, of those people whom I repre-, 
sent some direct interest in the legislation which 


may take place for the District, more especially || 


in regard to that which may affect its business. 
Besides that, a long sojourn within the District of 
Columbia has given me, as doubtless to other gen- 
tlemen, a feeling of sympathy and kindness in 


everything that affects the affairs of the people of | 


this District. 

The District of Columbia is the only spot, as 
far as I recollect, within the United States, that is 
broughtimmediately under the municipal control 
of Congress. The control which is exercised by 


Congress over the Territories which stand, for | 


some purpose, alike related to the Federal Gov- | 
ernment, 1s exercised vicariously by Congress || 
through the Territorial Legislatures; but the Dis- | 


trict of Golumbia has been left entirely to the im- 
mediate intervention, the actual legislation of Con- 
gress, in all matters affecting even its most minute 
interests. I do not know that that relation ever can 
be, or perhaps ought to be, disturbed between the 
District of Columbia and the Congress of the 
United States; but it really does seem to me that 


insomuch as the presence of Congress here now, || 


during more than half a century, and the large 
sums of money that are ean annually by 
Congress within the District, 

ita very large population, chiefly confined to the 
city of Washington; because that part which was 
taken from Virginia has been restored to Vir- 
ginia; and inasmuch as very large business inter- 
ests have grown up in that population, they have 
noexterior commerce, or comparatively very little; 
but they have a great deal of that domestic com- 
merce and exchange which materially interests 
their welfare. In undertaking to legislate in a 
matter that must necessarily and materially and 
sensibly affect the general interests of the District, 
it would be reasonable to allow the people of the 
District to suggest what form of legislation would 
be best for them. 

{ know when this committee was raised during 
the last Congress; according to my recollection, 
it was at a time when the banks in the District, 
and the banks out of the District all through the 
country, had suspended the payment of specie. 
Aninquiry was then raised and referred to a select 
committee to determine what form of legislation 
should be applied here in the District to correct 
the evils that resulted from that suspension of 
specie payments. A bill was reported, which 
was not acted on at the last session. The hon- 
orable Senator from Louisiana has renewed it at 
this session, and reported the same bill that was 
reported then. Now, I am not aware, sir, that 
any petition-—any request in any form—has come 


save brought within 





rectly, the Senator will correct me. 
Mr.SLIDELL. Certainly not. ‘That is pre- 
cisely what is complained of. There is no dis- 
position on the part of the people of the District 
of Columbia, who have taken an interest in this 
matter, to have any regulation at all. They spurn 
that and reject it. They do not come here and 
ask us to pass a banking law hedged round with 
proper restrictions for the protection of the com- 


law, and against law, and in violation of law. 
They have never asked for any legiggation upon 
the subject, that would enable them to engage in 
the business of banking with security to the pub- | 
lic. They desire to be lawless, unrestrained, un- | 
controlled, as they are to-day. That is the fault | 
that is to be found. 

Mr. MASON. Ifthe honorable Senator from 
Louisiana means to say that a population now, I 


coer exceeding sixty thousand people, in the || 
istrict of Columbia, comprising, I doubt not, as |) 
much of morals, and as much of intelligence as || 


any sixty thousand people to be found anywhere | 


in ourcountry,do present the character of a law- || 
less population i] 





Mr. SLIDELL. Iam sure the Senator from 
Virginia will permit me to interrupt him. I cer- | 


i 
tainly made no charge of that sort. I said that || 
} 


the men who were engaged in banking here pre- | 
fer to bank without law and without restriction. 


| 

| 
. or of the com- | 
munity; but they insist upon banking without | 
| 
| 


insinuate that the people of the District of Colum- || 


bia are lawless; but I do not know that they are 
any better than the same number of people inany | 
other part of the country. 

Mr. MASON. I was discussing what was re- 
quired by the people of the District, the sixty 
thousand and odd inhabitants who occupy it. I 
say, that no petition of any kind has come from 


| them, so far as | know, on this subject; not any 


request to have the condition of their banking in- 
stitutions looked into, or inquired into. The Sena- 
tor replies, ‘* Certainly they have not; they want 
to be left to their present lawless way.’’ I was | 
bound, therefore, to infer that he used that term | 
in reference to the condition of things that ] was | 
discussing. 

Now, sir, I apprehend that the people of the 
District of Columbia know as well what their in- | 
terests require as any other people on earth, and 
they are as capable of naiiedion them; and if 
the institutions to which the Senator refers were 
of that lawless and predatory character, their dep- 
redations would be committed on the people around 
them; they would be the sufferers; they would 
find that these frauds and peculations were com- | 
mitted on them by lawless men acting without the | 
authority of law, and they would come before 


| Congress properly, to ask that the proper remedy | 


application of any kind of description. If it be 


_up and present their grievance, and ask to have it 
| redressed; and I have a right to take the opposite | 








should be applied. I say I have heard of no such 


true that any mischiefs do result from the present 
system of banking in the District of Columbia, I 
doubt not that the intelligence of the people, and 
the safety and the security of their oo y, would 
at once prompt the people of the District to come | 


of the proposition. This bill has been depending | 
here now for nearly two years, and if they do not | 


| come to ask that this grievance may be redressed, | 


or these remedies may be a we are bound | 
to infer tat the grievance does not exist. 

I will state at once that I have not beenin com- 
munication with any gentleman connected with | 
any banking institution here, during this session | 
or last session, except one accidental conversa- | 
tion. The part I take in this matteris prompted 
only by my gencral knowledge, personal krfow!l- 
edge of, and business intercourse with, the peeple 
of this District. Part of my patrimonial posses- | 
sion is in the District; some of it is here now. My 
residence at one time, whena boy, was within the 
District. The inheritance of my father in Vir- 


irginia and given to the District. Thus I was | 
brought personally, and have so continued to some | 
extent, in intimate business relations with the | 
people of the District; and I know that if any of | 
these actual evils and grievances existed, far ess | 
any frauds, I should have been one of the recip- | 
ients of these grievances. 


A a ° | 
inia was —- of that which was cut off from | 
| 


i 
| 


i 


| 





perimenton the people of the District; not toadopt 
asystem of legislation which, in the abstract, may 
be wise, for all that I know, but, in its applica- 
tion, may be erroneous. Would it not be far safer, 
would it not be due to the people of thi® District, 
over whom we have the exclusive control, at least 
in providing for them voluntarily on our part, ori- 
ginating measures for their advantage, that we 
should look to some extent, at least, to what takes 
Eos in the adjoining States? Look at all the 
states that adjoin the District of Columbia. Are 
there not banking institutions in every one of 
them? In my own State—Virginia—the banks, 
I think unfortunately, are multiplying every day, 
and scattering through the community. In the 
adjoining State of Maryland there are also banks; 
and if there be a State in the Union where there 


| are not banks of issue, banks issuing money for 


circulation, I am not aware of it. I know some 
have attempted to fetter it, and have been obliged 
to givemt up. 

In this particular matter the facts have passed 
under my eye, and I am sorry to say that I am 
old enough to recollect the whole of them. Banks 
were chartered in the District of Columbia at a 


| very early day. The bank charters expired, as 


was shown in the report of the honorable Sena- 
tor, in 1836; and in 1836 or 1837 came that first 


| great revulsion in the moneyed affairs, the busi- 
| ness affairs, the exchanges of the country, which 
That is all I said. I certainly did not mean to || 


resulted in a stoppage of all the banks in the coun- 
try. Then the idea was promulged of forcing an 


|| exclusive circulation in gold and silver, by a sup- 


pression of all banks of every kind. No subject 


| was more thoroughly discussed through the whole 


country than the general subject of banks having 
authority to issue paper. AV great attempt was 
made by Federal legislation; it did not pass into 
a law, but it was very seriously projected and 
very much discussed, in some way to prohibit 
the State banks from issuing bank paper below a 
certain amount. It all failed. The States were 
left, as they had the right to be, in the unrestricted 
control over all matters that affected their inter- 
ests in reference to money and exchanges, com- 
merce and everything else; and the result has 
been, we let things alone, and banks have in- 
creased and multiplied. Here, in the District of 
Columbia alone, where there was a foreign and 
irresponsible body,,the Congress of the United 
States having control, the Federal veto was put 
upon incorporated banks. Congress refused to 


| renew the charters. They extended them from 


time to time, from 1836 up to 1844, only to allow 
them to sue and recover debts, &c., as they should 
expire. The lastof these charters expired in 1844. 

aed the honorable Senator has said, and I 
think the report says, if I recollect the language, 
that the corporators, the stockholders in the banks 
which had theretofore been chartered, attempted 
a shameless evasion of the spirit of the legislation 
of Congress by continuing these banks in a new 


| form. It may have struck the honagable Senator 


in that light; I confess I do not so regard it. 

Mr. SLIDELL. That is the unanimous re- 
port of the committee. 

Mr. MASON. It is in the report of the com- 
mittee, and I think the Senator used the same 
expression. It struck them in that light, doubt- 
less. It does not strike me in that light at all. 
What was it? Take one of these banks here— 
the Bank of Washington, or the Bank of the Me- 
tropolis, or any other one. It was an incorpo- 
rated institution, and its charter expired in 1844. 
The assets of that bank were the — property 
of the stockholders. ‘The capital of the Bank of 
the Metropolis, I think, is $350,000 or $400,000, 
as stated in the report. I have no other know!l- 
edge of it; I have no connection with any of the 
banks; I am fortunately not in debt to any of 
them—have no earthly connection with them that 
I know of. The charter expired, and this prop- 
erty remained In their hands, to be disposed of as 
they pleased; not in violation of any law, I agree, 
but they had the same control over that property 
that I have over my property, or any Senator on 
this floor has over his; wef they had a perfect 
right to put that property to the most available 
uses that the laws would allow. What did they 
do? I have no particular information about the 
facts, but I have no doubt they took the advice 
of counsel learned in the law, to know whether 


TS eae ae a ae a ae ae ae a ee 


3s FR om — 1% 


— 





a 


they could use that property, which they formerly 
enjoyed as corporators, in their individual ca- 
pacity; and a mode was devised by which the 
whole of the property of the extinct corporation 
was vested in trustees. So it appears from the 
report of the committee, All the property of 
these corporators ceasing to eXist as a corpora- 
tion, was by a transfer, doubtless advised by 
learned counsel, vested in a body of trustees, and 
the owners prescribed the duty of those trustees; 
that is to say, that they should hold the property 
for the common benefit of the stockholders; that 
they should use it as a banking capital. I have 
never seen the deed of trust in my life, but I know 
the operation under it. Those stockholders, the 
association owning this property, I presume di- 
rected their trustees to use it as a banking capital. 


What limitations, restraints, or control, they put | 


over them, I do not know; but from that day to 
this, as | know from my personai knowledge and 
my personal intercourse with the Districéof Co- 
ole all the banks here have used that private 
property of theirs as a banking capital, controlled 
»y their own discretion, and in no sense, that | 
am aware of, in violation of law. Sixteen years 
have elapsed since the charters expired in 1844. 
I have never heard, I do not see in the report of 
the committee any complaint, any suggestion, 
that any fraud, any peculation, any improprie- 
ties, have been committed on the people of the 
District by those who have thus wielded the cap- 
ital of these associations. 


THE C 


1] : eee . 
| sand strangers to Washington during the year, 


for a misdemeanor.”’ 


| from all parts of the country. They bring their 
local currency with them. Gentlemen who come 
from New England, or New York, or the North- 
west, or wherever they come from, bring their 
local currency with them. They are ignorant of 
| this law, and will remain ignorant of it; and they 
will be met in the Distriet of Columbia by the 
declaration that, ** if you put a five dollar note in 
| circulation, you will be arrested and punished as 
You have nothing but five 
dollar notes with you; you cannot pay them for 
| your bills or anything else. What is to be done 
with them ?¢ Take them to a broker’s office, and 
sell them for what the broker will give you. 
Mr. CRITTENDEN. 
allowed to buy them. 
Mr. MASON. Not by the bill, as it at present 
| stands; but I understand that will be modified. 


The broker is not even 


| You must take your notes toa broker’s office and 
' - P . ° 
|| sell them for what the broker will give you; and 


I think, in that st&te of things, it would be rash | 


to depart from the system of all the States, more 
especially the contiguous States with whom the 
yeople here have frequent intercourse; it would 
Pe rash to depart from the legislation of all the 
States, especially the contiguous States, and to 
say to the people of the District, ‘* None of you, 
either by association or by corporations, shall use 
your property in banking capital in the manner 
in which it is used by the contiguous States; you 
shall issue no notes of any kind or description, 
and you shall have no banks of any kind or de- 
scription; there shall be no paper issued in the 
District of Columbia of any sort; you shall stand 
alone, an exception to the whole business of the 
country; your property you shall not use in that 
way, though the people of the States are allowed 
to use their property thus.’? That is the decla- 
ration. 

But that is not all. This bill prohibits the issue 


of any bank note, or of any note for circulation | 
’ y 


by any body associated or incorporated within 
the District of Columbia; but it permits the bank 
paper issued by the adjoining States to come into 
the District of Columbia and to fill the channels 


of circulation, provided it does not come below | 


twenty dollars. 

Now, Mr. President, I think those who have 
looked at this subject know perfectly well that if 
it be the scheme of this bill to have within the 
District of Columbia a model circulation of gold 
and silver only, it must of necessity be an utter 
failure, and a failure countenanced by the terms 
of the proposed enactment; because, although it 


excludes by its enactment paper under twenty | 


dollars, it admits it above that sum. Everybody 
knows there is not a more perfectly established 
rule in political economy, or in any other branch 
of investigative science, than this: that if there are 
two currencies, one of which is cheap, and one 
of which is dear, the cheap currency will expel 
the dear currency, and take its place. 


be no question that, if you were to pass this bill | 


and prohibit individuals, associations, or corpora- 
tions, from issuing notes in the District of Co- 


lumbia, they would flow in from all the adjacent | 


States, and you would never see a guinea in cir- 


then you will be ina fit condition to be an asso- 


| ciate of the free veople of the District of Colum- 
|| bia. That would be an oppression. ‘The country 


would cry out against it, and ought to cry out 


| against it. Why, sir, this happened the other 


day: I went to a broker in the city of Washing- 
ton with a check whichI had drawn upon a bank 
in Virginia. I wanted some money. I had it in 


| a bank in Virginia, and I went to the broker. | 
| knew the course of exchange which would author- 


There can || 


culation, except when it was drawn from the || 


Treasury; and how long would that be in cireu- 
lation? Until the possessor of it could go toa 
broker’s office and buy a bank bill. That is the 
a of the world beyond all question. 
think, therefore, with all respect to the com- 
mittee—and I certainly have for the committee, 
and for the honorable Senator who is responsible 
for it as chairman, very great respect, and for its 
opinions—that these opinions contradict usage 
altogether. You cannot get a specie circulation. 
It is just as idle as to atterapt to control the chan- 
nels of the wind or the currents of thesea. Look at 
its necessary results in the ordinary intercourse 
of society. There come here ten or fifteen thou- 


| shown in the report of the eominittee 


ize me to expect that he should give me gold for 
that check; but | knew, from my intercourse with 
the city of Washington, that all the channels of 
circulation here in paper are filled with the paper 
of Maryland and Virginia. I asked him to give 
| me Virginia bank notes for that check, and he 
| was kind enough to do it, for he had Virginia 
| bank notes on hand, and they were bank notes 
| ranging from $5 to $50; tens and twenties of banks 
scattered over the whole State of Virginia, from 
the western slopes of the Alleghanies to the bor- 
| ders of North Carolina, ‘That is the present cir- 
| culation of the District of Columbia. They had 
accumulated; [ suppose the broker had bought 
| them up, and he gaye them to me in exchange for 
a Virginia check—a check drawn on aneighboring 
| bank in Virginia. They answered all my pur- 
poses exactly. I found them current in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia; and why? The statement of 
| the banks here will show, as exhibited in fhe re- 
| port, that they cannot keep a circulation out. 
Mr. SLIDELL. Will the Senator from Vir- 
| ginia permit me to ask him a question? 

Mr. MASON. Yes, sir. 

Mr. SLIDELL. He says all the channels of 
circulation are filled to overflowing with paper 
from the adjoining States. If that be a fact, as 
he says, dependent upon the eternal laws of trade, 
then I should like to know what hardship is im- 
posed upon the District of Columbia by prevent- 
ing their issuing notes that cannot enter into cir- 
cwation? - 

Mr. MASON. If the Senator thinks there 
would be wisdom or propriety in making an ex- 
| periment to see what would be the result of that 
experiment when there is no occasion for the ex- 
periment, I am not one of those who propose to 
| join him in doing it. I say that it results of ne- 
cessity that the paper of the adjoining States is a 
| cheaper currency in the Districtof Columbia than 
| the paper of the banks in the District; and why? 
Because the paper of banks in the District of Co- 
lumbia is immediately convertible into coin, and 
the paper of the adjacent States is not; therefore, 
there is an exchange against it, and it results that 
the business intercourse between the adjacent 
States and the District throws their paper in here 
as the cheaper currency. [ have nota great deal of 
business intercourse with the District ; but so far 
as I am informed, the whole circulation—I do not 
mean to the exclusion of a thousand or ten thou- 
sand dollars, but the great mass of the circulation 


of the District of Columbia—is made up of the | 


notes of the adjacent States. The fact that the 
local banks here cannot keep a circulation out, is 
It appears, 
as stated in this report, taken from the bank state- 
ments, that the aggregate amount of coin in the 


banks of the District of Columbia is $310,646, and | 


their aggregate circulation is $315,929. AstheSen- 


resented as in circulation is really not in circula- 


| ator ey justly states, a portion that is here rep- 
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he puts probably at one third, or $105,000, and it 
would ce that the coin now in the banksof the 
District exceeds the notes in actual circulation by 
$100,000. That shows that they cannot keep 
their circulation out. Why? Simply because 
there is a cheaper circulation to take its place. 

In that state of things, | would submit to the 
honorable Senator and to the Senate, is there any 
reason for this interference with the coneerns of 
the District of Columbia? As I have said, there 
is no request, there is no petition, in any form or 


shape, forthe passage of such a bill. The only 


way in which we have heard any citizens of the 
District of Columbia, is by a remonstrance here 
from the authorities of the town of Georgetown 
against the bill. I think, Mr. President, unless 
it is shown that there really is some vice tq be cor- 
rected, some injury to be remedied, some wrong 
to be redressed, it would be far safer, in our legis- 
lation for the District, to wait until it is invited; 
and when the legislation is invited, to measure 
ourselves, as far as we can upon a like subject- 
matter, by the usage and experience of the adja- 
cent States. To interfere, when for sixteen years 
these gentlemen have been managing their private 
property to the perfect satisfaction of all around 
them, would be harsh legislation; taking from 


| them all the profits that can be derived from the 


management of their property in that way, and 
leaving all the channels of circulation, over twenty 
dollars, at least, open to the other States, would 
be an act of civil injustice to the District of Co- 
lumbia, 

Now, I would say another thing, and I submit 


it to tht experience of all Senators to bear me out. 
Suppose this law was passed: the prohibition 
against the circulation of notes under twenty dol- 
lars of other States would not be worth the paper 
on which it is written; simply because the actual 
necessities of the people would compel them to 
violate the law, and the sympathies of their neigh- 
bors would prevent their conviction. That has 
been the experience in all the States that I know 
of; with the strongest and the sternest efforts to 
repress this system of issuing small notes, the 
have been unable to doit. I think, therefore, if 
the law were passed, it would be a dead letter as 
to that; but it would effectually take from a por- 
tion of the people of the District of Columbia the 
right to control their private property in their own 
way, when they do not do it to the injury of their 
neighbors or in violation of law. I shall, there- 
fore, vote against the bill. 

Mr. BAYARD. Mr. President, if I could be 
surprised at anything in human opinion, I should 
be surprised at many of the remarks of my hon- 
orable friend from Virginia. 1 hardly expected 


| him to become a convert to what I consider one 


of the wildest doctrines of squatter sovereignty. 
According to his doctrines, the Congress of the 


| United States are not to legislate within that dis- 
| trict over which exclusive jurisdiction is given to 


them by the Constitution; and they are not to 
legislate in reference to the great principle of what 
is money or currency, when the Constitution rec- 
ognizes only a herd-money currency, because the 
people of a particular district have not petitioned 
them on the subject. And we have, too, con- 
founded with rights of property, the right to issue 
paper, to be circulated as money, and we are told 
that that is a right of property. Why, sir, every 


| State in this Union controls it. It may be, in my 


judgment, wrongly that they choose to use paper 
nfney, but they still control it. They do not 
vermit what may well be designated as the law- 
ess issue of paper for the purpose of circulation 
as money, without any legislation controlling or 
authorizing it; yet here, in the District of Colum- 
bia, my honorable friend advocates the continu- 


| ance of a state of things by which there is this 


lawless exercise of power on the part of individ- 
uals and associations. That is the state of the 
case. 

The Congress of the United States certainly 


| oughtto regulate the currency, as far as their power 
| goes; and surely it extends over the District of 


Columbia. 


Jecause we have neglected it for six- 
teen years, ought we toneglectitfurther? Itis the 


| first section of the bill that I am now speaking of. 


Every State of the Union does it. It does not per- 
mit men, at their will and pleasure, without any 


regulation to bind them, without any chartered 
| rights, or without any restrictions as to the ex- 


tion, but remains in the vaults of the banks, which |, tent to which they may choose to go, to issue paper 
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money. Itdoes not permit them, even in the shape 
of « orporations or partns rs hip , lo Issue notes, 
bills, or any other form of certificate intended to 
pass none y,w ithoutresiriction. NoStat per- 
mits it, yet here that state of facts exists. I care 
not what the legal decision is; it may be that they 
have escaped the law hitherto. 
men, under the assumpuon of a right of property 
that the y have, presume to issue paper for the pur- 
po of passing as money ,l am for showing them 
thatthey have nosuch right. If we choose to in- 
corporate banks in this District, to put them under 
proper regulation, and to authorize them to issue 
paper money to pass as currency, let us do so; it 
is within our power, if we think proper; but, until 
we do so, on wiint principle is it that we should 
not restrict the m iking of notes and bills for the 
purpose of passing as money within this District, 
where our juri diction is exclusive 

If the doctrines advanced by the honorable Sen- 
ator from Virginia be true, we ought to ré peal the 
sub-l reasury law to-morrow. According toany- 
thing that J have heard fall from him, there is just 
as rood reason for returning back to the system 
of depositing the public moneys with the different 


banks, and abandoning entirely the principle of 


your Government, which is base donahard-mone y 

currency, and leaving everything to individual ac- 
ion, without any law at all on the subject. We 

must come to that, if his doctrines be right. 

I say, then, that | am in favor of the first section 
of this bill. Ido not speak of the form of it; I 
think it might be worded better; [ think it rather 
too complicated; | think there are too many words 
used; I would rather see it reformed in its phrase- 
olo: Sy; but the o Lyye ctof il, W hich Is to pre vent, by 
pen il sanctions, the att mpt of any person or per- 
SONS, association, ov corporation, from issuing 
notes or bills to pass as money to make currency 
for the community, I think 
Congress has not given them the direct power to 
do it. 

If the law does not punish it now, the law ought 
to punish it. Whether the le sent state of things 


} 


has existed for sixteen _ ‘S Or SIXty years, In 
my judgment would make no differene The 
currency ofa country isa subject-matter ‘of gov- 


ernmental regulation in eve ry nation of the eivil- 

ized world. They may differ as to the extent to 
which they will go; they may choose,asin France, 
to say that no note shall be issued under 500f.; 

they may choose, as in England, to limit the cir- 
culation of bank notes to those of five pounds and 
over; they may choose, as in California, to have 
no paper money at all; and there is a living illus- 
tration contrary to the opinion of the honor: ible 
Senator. He says it is idle to attempt to exclude 
paper money from circulation as long as adjoin- 
ing Staies choose to permit it. 

Mr. MASON. The Senator will allow me. 
California has for its circulation what I under- 
stand to be the product of its soil—the native 
growth. 

Mr. BAYARD. The honorable Senator may 
suppose so; but there would be no more gold 
seea in circulation there than there is here, if Cali- 
fornia did not prohibit entirely the use of paper 
money. She has succeeded by prohibiting it en- 
tirely; and the bank notes of no State in the Union 
are ever seen in the State of California; yet she 
has no difficulty on the question of credit. 

I should be one of the last men to desire to in- 
terfere with the rights of persons here l an 
perfectly willing to leave the rights of prope rty, 
whether in chartered or unchartered associations, 


to leave all their legitimate business uncontrolled | 


by legislation. They may bank, if they please; 
they may receive deposits; they may make col- 
lections; they may Dees bills; they may, in 
other words, transact banking business to any 
extent they please; that is their right; that is a 
legitimate banking business, in which any indi- 
vidual or association may engage; but they have 
no right, without the authority of law, to issue 
notes or bills in a form to pass as money, and so 
constitute part of the currency of this country. 
There is no such right of oroperty. No nation 
admits it, or permits it. No State of this Union 
pe rmits it, They all choose to regulate that ques- 
tion for themselves. The y may, and the »y do, Jitter 
as to the extent to which the »y will permit paper 
money to be used. In some ‘of the States of the 
Union, in my own State and in most of the New 
England States, I believe, they permit bills of the 


If any class of 


perfectly right, if 


denomination of one dollar and upwards to be 
issued; but that is all done under the authority 
of the law. They do not suffer individuals, not 
authorized by law, to issue note s for the purpose 
of passing as money. The law alwi ‘ys imposes 
a penalty on any one who attempts to do it, un- 
less he has received the license of the State for 
the purpose of doing it. I think that system 

vicious and wrong, and I wish we could get rid 
of it in my State, though I admit it must be done 
gradually. [ should be glad, myself, to see it got 
rid of. [am one of those who do not believe that 
it would have any other than a beneficial effect 
on the country, if, step by ste p, we @hould go on 
until we had no papercurrency in the country, un- 
derthe denomination of fiftydollars. Above th: it, 
it would matter but very little, because the paper 
money then to be dealt with would be by persons 
who were cognizant of the character of the insti- 
tutions whose bills they took. It is in reference 
to the masses that I paiees it would be of decided 
importance to the country that every State in 
this Union should adopt the principle of Califor- 
nia, and exclude paper money, at least to the ex- 
tent I have indicated. 

But I pass from that; that is not the question 
here. The first question involved here which I 
have been discussing—and which has given me 
so much surprise at the views of the honorable 
Senator from Virginia—is, whether we shall per- 
mit a state of things to exist here in which, after 
Congress chose deliberately to refuse to continue 
the charters of certain corporations that had be- 


fore, under the authority of law, been issuing notes 


and bills to pass as money; after Congress re- 
fused to continue the existence of those laws, 
these associations have gone on,I care not under 
what devices, withthe name of the Bank of Wash- 
ington, the Bank of the Metropolis, and so on, to 
issue bills and notes precisely as if the 'y were legit- 
imately authorized so to do by the Government. 
Sir, if there is no statute to prevent that; if there 
is no stAtute to prevent the making of currency 
here in that unauthorized way, I think there ought 
to be a statute to prevent it; and the fact that it 
has been long delayed is only a stronger reason 
for immediate action. 

As I said, if you choose, instead of prohibiting 


| it altogether, to authorize, under proper regula- 


tions, certain corporations or assoc lations, ‘who 
may be ~— ated by law, to issue notes to pass 
as money, do so. That is one system. [am op- 
posed hy it, and when it comes 5 , I shall be ready 
to discuss it; but, unless you choose to do that, 


your jurisdiction being here over this District, what 


have the wishes of the District of Columbia to 
do with a great principle connected with the whole 
ecommerce of the country; with the great duty 
imposed upon you by the Constitution, as it Is 


upon the pe ople of every State under the consti- | 
tution of their State, to take care to re -gulate the cur- | 
rency, to regulate it by the power of the Govern- | 
ment, and not leave it to the unauthorized action | 


of individuals ? 

I think, then, that the principle of the first 
section of the bill re porte -d by the honorable Sen- 
ator from Louisiana is perfe etly sound. I should 
like to have its phraseology simplified. 
great many words might be left out; and I think, 
too, that certain other words ought to be inserted 


I think a | 


to carry it properly into effect. All that, however, | 


is mere matter of detail. 
Then, as to the second section: The object of 


that section is to endeavor not to establish an en- | 


tire specie currency, but to approximé ate to it by 
peohibiting the passage or circ ulation in this com- 
munity of any notes of a less denomination than 
twenty dollars. 
set the example to the States, over whom we have 
no control in this matter, as to the propriety of 


We mean, in other words, to | 
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the bank may fail; and where is he then? -The 
man who holds his fifty, his hundred, or his two 
hundred dollars, is probably an individual who 
will know all about the bank; who will know what 
are the chances of the redemption of the note; 
and the magnitude of the sum involved may induce 
him to take ste ps to enforce his rights, and com- 
pel payment; but the man who holds a one, a 
five, ora ten dollar nete, cannot go into that course 
of action. I think we are taking aright step when 
we limit the use of p: aper money here to bills under 
the denomination of twenty dollars. Is there any 
difficulty in it? Certainly, the fact that the Gov- 
ernment of the United States disburses only gold 
and silver, and that it disburses in this District 
vastly more than it collects here, would diffuse a 
much larger quantity in this community than 
anywhere else, if this other currency did not root 
it out on account of the individual interests that 
are engaged for the purpose of making it do so. 
In other words, the supply of gold and silver, by 
the disbursements of the Government to the peo 
ple of this District, is far greater in proportion 
than the supply of gold and silver from the mines 
of California could be to the people of California. 

I see no difficulty in carrying the provision ot 
the law to that extent to exclude all paper money 
of a less denomination than twenty dollars. Try 
it, sir, and my belief is, that before five or ten 
years are over, you will increase the limitation to 
fifty dollars. You will find that the experiment 
is so successful as regards iteeffect on the solidity 
of the curr@ncy, and the freedom from constant 
fluctuation in the commercial enterprises of the 
city, that you will go to fifty dollars; and you 
will set an ex: mple to the States of the Union 
which I think some of them will ultimately follow. 
I do not doubt that they will ultimately follow it. 
I do not doubt that, whether you set the example 
or not, many of the States will follow the course 
of California; and probably, not within my day, 
(because I know that where an existing system 
has been fixed in a country, it is difficult to c hange 
it, and [ admit the change ought never to be vio- 
lent,) the time will come when we can have sub- 
stantially a specie currency. I believe sincercly 
and truly, that in this country now, with the 

capital we have, and the growing increase of our 
production and our we alth, the faster we can ap 
proximate to a merely specie currency, the wiser 
and the better for the great interest of the peopl 
at large, and the stability of trade. 

In all this I may be wrong. Ido not mean to 
give my reasons now; but merely to state my 

opinion; but standing here as the governing power 
in the District of C olumbia, unde: r a Constitution 
which recognizes no money but gold and silver, 
I think it is our duty at least to make the attempt 
to have that currency of the Constitution the 
currency of the masses of the people within that 
District over which our jurisdiction exists. i 
think the proposed change is not violent. If it is 
thought too much by Senators, let them propose 
to make the limitation ten dollars as regards the 
bank notes of other States. 

As to the practical inconvenience, I am told 
that Senators and other persons coming from the 
States bring the currency of their own States with 
them. There isno difficulty aboutthat. If aman 
who comes here does not want more than fifty 
dollars, there is no hardship in requiring him to 
bring it in gold, and there is no trouble in getting 
it in “gold. In any State of the Union where the 
banks are in a sound condition, they certainly can 


pay their notes of that amount in gold; and if 


they are not in such a condition that whe naman 


| is coming to Washington they can give him fifty 


enlarging the specie basis; as to the propriety of |, 


getting rid of those notes which pass from hand 
to hand among that class of the community who 
are unable to know their value, who are unable, 


in case of defalcation, to assert their rights, for 


the amourft would re nder it impracticable ; ‘and 
they alw ays become the victims of the failure of 
a bank. The sec urity of the laboring man,, of 
the mass, in the dollar or five dollars that he may 
hold—and it is seldom that he would hold more— 

is, that if it is in the representative coin of his 
country, he knows its v ast the amount remains 
the same; but if it is in paper money, he must 
take the notes that are commonly in circulation; 


dollars in gold for fifty dollars of their paper, they 
are certainly not in a sound condition, and the 
sooner they are done away with the better. Bills 
of exchange are not intended to be affected by 
this measure; credit will remain as it is, though 

our currency were gold and silver. Notes may 
he discounted, drafts may be drawn; they are not 
intended to be a part of the currency; and for all 
larger sums your credit remains untouched, al- 
though you say that, as regards the currency, 
notes intended to pass as money, you restrict it 
to notes over the denomination of twenty doliars. 
I can see no difficulty in it myself. I believe it 


| will have a whole ‘some effect on the business of 


| it mere 


the a of this District. But I do not advocate 
on that ground. I advocate it because 
I think it is in accordance with sound princip'e: 
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on I think that its general effects throughout the 
whole country will be beneficial to the masses. 
I think that standing here to administer the Con- 
stitution of the United States, I am bound to look 
at the great general prince iples connected with the 
interests of the whole country on a general ques- 
tion which is not peculiar or local to the people 
of the District of Columbia. In anything con- 
nected with the immediate wants and affairs of 
the District of Columbia, I trust I should be as 
liberal as any one, and I should always desire to 
ascertain the public se ntiment of the District in 
reference to any matter of that kind; but I am 
unable either to recognize the doctrine of the hon- 
orable Senator from Virginia, that the right to 
issue paper for the purpose of pe assing itas mone y 
is a right of property anywhere, or that it is not 
the duty of every government to contro] the issue 
of any species of money, coin it, give it its value, 
and everything else that is to be issued as money 
within its jurisdic tion. . 
I think, therefore, that the first section of the 
bill, in some shape, i is imperatively necessary in 
principle. 1 beheve the second section w ill be 
minently beneficial; and I think you will find it 
so within a few years, if you pass it and exclude 
che notes of other States. * Nor do I fear that its 
‘fFect will become suchas has been apprehended. 
i know that certainly in the State of Pennsylva- 
nia, though under the pressure of the recent dis- 
astrous revulsion they partially got back again to 
the old system, the law which prohibits the cireu- 
lation of any note under five dollars gs mainly ef- 
fective. There is very little of that kind of ps iper 
passing; itis seldom that such a note is scen in 
the city of Philadelphia. Ido notsay that no one 
take s the mm: but I say that the effect of the law is 
to prevent the passage of bills under five dollars 
for all ae intial, practical purposes. Some may 
»vade but the law prevents the great evil; and 
I be lies ve that if in all other States the ny would 
ee to go on with that system, there Is no ex- 
ent to which they cannot control the use of paper 
money through the medium of legislation. I have 
no fears about it. 

The difficulty has been that no State yet, ex- 
cept California, has made the effort in a stringent 
manee r, as the honorable Senafor supposes. 
W here has it been made that it has failed ? Some 
of the States have made it to a moderate degree 
and they have succeeded in Pennsylvania, to my 
own knowlege, as regards bills under five dollars. 
| hope they will go further hereafter. In my own 
State, they did the same thing, and it succeeded; 
we were beginning to get rid of small notes alto- 
vether; but then came the revulsion of 1857, and 
the law was repealed. I amsorry for it. I hope 
we shall reénact the law, and ge on until we fix the 
minimum at fifty dollars. Beyond that sum, | 
think it very immaterial, because notes of fifty 
dollarsand upwards are nothing more in their oper- 
ation on the community than the same credit given 
by a bill of exchange; and notes of that amount 
would only pass among that class of the commu- 
nity who would appreciate the extent of credit 
that ought to be afforded on the character and abil- 
ity of the corporation by whom the note was 
drawn. 

I have said more, sir, than I intended, for I did 
not know, until I came into the Senate to-day, 
that I should open my lips i in relation to this bill. 
1 was prepared to vote for its principles; I had 
examined it and knew what the principle 8 con- 
tained in it were. I was not aware of any objec- 
tion to its structure, for I had not examined it 
critically, although I think there are such objec- 
tions as were pointed out by the honorable Sen- 
ator from New Hampshire; but they can be easily 
corrected. I must confess, however, that I was 
surprised at the views of the honorable Senator 
from Virginia in reference to the questions in- 
volved inthis bill. I hope it will pass ina sh: ape 
which will attain both its principles. The first is, 
that the unauthorized issue of notes or bills, in- 
tended to pass, and passing as part of the currency 
of the country, shall be prohibited by Congress; 
and if you choose, in your wisdom, to say that 
you will, at the same time, authorize or legitimate 
the i issuing of paper money in this District by any 
association or, ang corporation, or any body of 
men, or by any single person under proper re- 
striction, that isa question for you to determine. 
If you do not choose to do that, | would leave 
these associations te pursue their i gitimate busi- 





’ whether they would have 


| or no comparison of the one policy 


ness untrammeled. The *y may bank, they may 
discount, they may receive deposits, th y may 
use their money as they please, provided they do 
not attempt to make money themselves, or 
issue the r promises to pay and cireulat them 
through the community as though they were le- 
gitimate currency. I would never interfere with 
or restrict legitimate business, nor do | mean to 
say that these associations here are not weil con- 
ducted; I have no doubt they are. As far as I 
know anything about them, they stand in very 
good credit; the y are sup pos d to be excced- 
ingly well conducted; but chat has nothing to do 

with the question of the vices of the system. It 
may be well conducted now; but inasmuch as in no 
State of this Union, in no civilized country in the 
world, do they permit the money—the paper, or 
the gold or silver, or whatever other article 1s used 
and passed as money—to be made and issued ex- 
cept under the direc tion of the Government of the 
country, | am not willing that the matter should 
remain longer in its present condition in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. Ejither authorize the issue, or 
put proper pe nalties to prevent the issue of papy r 
money, which isa subject that you ought to con- 
trol. : : 

Mr. MASON. Mr. President, I do not mean 
this discussion, but I desire not to be 
misunderstood. Lentered into no discussion what- 
ever, as to the relative policy of leaving the issur 
of paper money in private hands, or giving it to 
corporations in the form of joint stock banks. 1 
am perfectly aware that tt isthe du ty of the legis 
lative body to provide for the safety and stability 
of the currency; and in the States the y have taken 
the subject ou tof private hands aoe = ive put it 
in the hands of corporauons, under the s supervis- 
ion of the law and the revision ars authorities 
of the law, and have made them pay to the States 
a premium, a bonus, forthe rightof doing it. But 
if it had been the experience of the States that 
it was safe in private hands, I Relabt' very much 
taken it out of their 
hands, or would have provided any legislation on 
the subject, unless they saw some mischief to 
arise from it, and that it required legislation to cor- 
rect that mischief. But I entered into no inquiry 
of taking 
it into the hands of the law, or leaving it in pri- 
vate hands. 1 only say this: t it it is generally 
safe to let a thing which is ve ry well alone. Now, 


rather 


to continu 


so far as I know, the legislation in the District of 


Columbia has taken away all charters authorizing 
the issue of paper money, but has alg no prohi- 
bition u ipon the issue of paper money 1 private 
hands. It has been going on for sixteen years. 
[ am not aware of any evil that has resulte d from 
it. These banking associations have exhibited 
their condition, and they certainly are in a very 
sound condition . 

Mr. SLIDELL. Will the Senator from Vir- 
ginia permit me to ask him if he recollects, within 
the last three or four years, the failure of by far 
the largest banking association in the city of 
Washington, I think under the title of the Ex- 
change Bank of Latham, Withers & Co., to the 
extent of some seven or eight hundred thousand 
dollars, I believe? -That bank was conducted pre- 
cisely on the same principle on which these others 
are how conducted. Mr. Withers was understood 
to be a man of very large fortune; but when the 
day of liquidation arrived, no remedy could be had 
from Mr. Withers’s estate, and I believe the notes 
of the Exchange Bank were bought up, Pp rhaps, 
at a very trifling percentage on ‘their face, som 
five, or six, oreight, orten percent. I[ know they 
were fora long time at a tremendous discount 
here, and could hardly be sold at all. If the gen- 
tleman from Virginia thinks that is an evil of a 
kind not to be remedied by Congress, | will giv: 
up the argument. 

I will also refer to one of the present banks— 
the Bank of Commerce, in Georgetown. I am 
very sure I have not had one of its bank notes 
here. I have asked every member on this side, 
and I cannot find a single member who has a bank 
note of the District of Columbia. The Bank of 
Commerce, in Georgetown, is an association, as 
appears by the letter of the bank itself, of some 
six or seven individuals. The presidentis a Mr. 
Rittenhouse; the cashier isa Mr. Sweeny. ‘These 
same gentlemen have a brokerage establishment 
on Pennsylvania avenue. They may hav 
large amount of notes in circulation 
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Ido not 


THE ( CON ‘\GRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| Columbia. 


| shut up. 


805 


pre te nd to impeac h thei irecre “dit at all, but it se ms 
to me that instead of their notes purporting to be 
notes of the Bank of Commerce, signed by Mr. 
Sweeny as cashier, and Mr. Ritte nhous: as pres 
ident, the y might as well be the notes of Sweeny, 
Rittenhouse, Fant & Co., whose sign we see on 
Pennsylvania avenue, 

I have observed three or four new banking es 
tablishments have been started in the District of 
One was at the corner of Seventh o: 
Eighth street, with a large sign, but it Is now 
Probably they found they could not 
induce anybody to take thei ir notes, and the spec 


| ulation was abandoned. But within my short 


} ments. 


recollection of the District, there have been at 
least a dozen of these ephemeral fungi establish 
The Senator from Virginia has forgotten 
them. He was fortunate enough, perhaps, never 
to have taken any of their notes; but that is not 
the case with many of the people of the District, 
who are living in an humble mode, and whose 
associations are different from those of the Sen- 
ator from Virginia. They have reason to recol- 
lect these banks. The Senator asks, what is the 
‘vil to be remedied? I state that to him. If he 
gloes not consider it an evil, as a matt 
itis no objection with him. 

Mr. MASON. I gave way with pleasure to the 
Senator. His law will not remedy hel ot It 
will not reach it in any way whatever. It is not 
peculiar to the Districtof Columbia. [have never 
seen one of their notes as far as I recollect, but I 
have seen, in the papers, from time to time, that 
these fungi arise and put in circulation notes pur: 
porting to be issued by a bank that is not known 
and does not exist in the District; and it is said 
the operation is this—I know it only from the 
newspapers—that half a dozen sharpers get to- 
gether in some remote place, and get a plate en- 
craved,andissue a parcel of notes, calling the bank 
what they please - ate them at W ashington city, 
and se af them he re and get simpletons to take 
them, and that is the end of it. \ ‘he same thing 
is said, I believe, of some of the western States. 
I think at Chicago they have had this fungus 
growth occasionally. It attains an efflorescent 
state in its earliest stages of infancy, and blows 
out. But this legislation will not reach that. You 
cannot get at these men in any form by this bill. 
It may ihe wise—I am net prepared to say that it 
is not Seca have incorporated banks in the 
District of Columbia; modeled upon the usual 
bank ease rs. I think it would certainly be very 
unjust to the pe op ile, to take away that privilege, 
of the use of their property altogether. It may 
be wise to have it in the shape of bank charters; 
but I come back, with great safety, in my own 
judgment, to my first they are the 
best judges. I have not heard a complaint from 
one of them. They are satisfied with the present 
business relations which they hold to the banks 
of the District of Columbia; and, from the exhi 
bition of their accounts, which they sent in to the 
committee, so far as I can judge, the y seem to be 
ina very safe condition, Certainly the people are 
satisfied, and have been for sixteen years. There 
is no restraint on this mode of banking in the 
District of Columbia, and the people do not ask 
that there shall be any restraint, 

It may be—I do not kn&w how it will turn out 
—that, if it is left in private hands in the Distriet, 
it may result in being shown to be a better form 
_ that of incerporated banks as now adopted 
by the States. I should doubt it; because I know 
there is a proneness in money dealers to make 
undue profits and run undue Hoke at the expense 
of the community; and I will, with great ple asure, 
unite, if itis thought wise on the part of Congress, 
to vote joint stock banks by corporation in the 
District of Columbia; but do not by this bill ap- 
ply your knife to the root and cut away the whole 
thing. Do not leave them, as the yw ill be, alto 
gether in the power of the issuers of bank paper 
in the States. 

Congress has exclusive jurisdiction over the 
District. For what purpose? Why was it given? 
What. were the great ends to be attained by the 
Constitution investing that exclusive power in 
Congress? Was it to interfere with the private 
and business relations of the people who occupy 
the territory? Was it to try aed riments on them 
against their will; certainly without their request? 
No. What have the raembers of Congress, when 
they come here periodically, annually, to do with 
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the business of the District of Columbia? Noth- 


ing. What do they know of it? Nothing. Why 
are they sent here? ‘To interfere with that, to be 
sure, | picnP asa is required; if it is asked by 
the people who are placed under the ee 
but they are sent here for other and great ends 
outside of the District of Columbia; and their 
relations, their interests, their operations, do not 
bring them into acquaintance with the business 
of the people of the District. I should think. 
therefore, it would be far safer to wait until the 


people ask us to interfere before we attempt it, | 
especially in the manner provided for in this | 


bill. 


lam not going into a history of the banking | 


Indeed, ] am not compe- 
I have paid but very little attention 
i do know, however, that it has been found 


issues of the country. 
tent to do it. 
to it. 


the policy in all the States to take that subject | 


into their own hands, and to legislate upon it. 
They have found it to be their policy to create 
joint stock banks by incorporation, giving them an 
artificial existence; giving them privileges which 
they deny to the citizens generally in the use of 
their property; and the joint stock banks pay a 
bonus for these privileges. And it is a part of 
the same policy, and doubtless wise, for the Legis- 


latures of the States to retain a supervision and a | 


control over the management of those institutions. 
That pertains in my own State, and I presume that 
it does in all other States; and | am perfectly will- 
ing to admit, because I feel the full force of it, that 
it is the duty of the legislative body to provide for 
the safety and stability of thecurrency, that which 
is used as a medium of exchange in the ordinary 
transactions of life. But with regard to a small 
community like this, some sixty or seventy thou- 
sand people, who are in a small territory, Who are 
brought into constant intercourse with each other, 
who best know the regulation of theirown affairs, 


if they have been going on for sixteen years under | 


one business system, and they have not com- 
plained of it, we may presume that it works well; 
and | think it would be not only unwise, but dan- 


when we are not asked. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. Mr. President, I did not 
expect to say a word on this bill when it was 
brought up this morning, nor should I probably 
have uttered a word on the subject, had it not 
been for the surprise occasioned by the doctrines 
advanced by the Senator from Virginia, which 
appear to me to be so far different from those 
which we have usually heard from him on this 
floor, that I really cannot account for the tenor of 
his remarks upon any other thegry than that his 
kind heart prompts him to do what is agreeable 
to the friends of his boyhood and those who have 
surrounded him since. 

I protest, sir, and I hope this Senate, by its 
votes, will protest agaigst the theory of the Sen- 
ator from Vireinie- that the circulation of this 
District, and the right to issue bank notes to pass 
as money in the District, is a matter concerning 
nobody but the people of the District in their pri- 
vate relations of business. We come here under 
the Constitution of the United States to legislate 
for the District. The population of the District 
is 2 peculiar population. 
currency that circulates in the District are a pe- 
culiar population. The population is composed 
of members of Congress, of employés of the Gen- 
eral Government, and of strangers, who are at- 
tracted here by reason of having business with 
the Government in all its departments, in the 
different parts of the United States. They come 


here to a small District, governed exclusively by | 
the Congress of the United States, and are entitled | 


to find a sound currency here. 

Now, what are the facts? The facts, as dis- 
closed by the report of the special committee ap- 
pointed for this purpose, are that the Congress of 
the United States has legislated upon the subject 
of this currency, and that upon deliberation it has 
determined that paper money shall not be issued 
in this District; the charters previously granted 
to the banks were repealed; special laws were pro- 
vided, having in view the sole purpose of the li- 
quidation of these corporations; the intent of Con- 
gress was clearly expressed that there should be 
no longer incorporated banks in the District; the 
object was the suppression of an unsound — 
eurrency; and thereupon, as we are informed by 
the committee, these banks dissolved their corpo- 
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||} own will anc 


Those who use the | 





|| rations, transferred their charters and corporate 


authority into the hands of trustees, and still re- 


taining the name of banks, (which isa mere device | 


by which the public are defrauded,) are in reality 
| nothing but private partnerships issuing their own 
promissory notes, which are passed upon unwary 
strangers and ignorant residents as money. 


legislative body for us to consent that that state 
of things shall continue, I am unable to compre- 
hend what the abandonment of such a power 
would be. 

I cannot see any of the consequences to result 
| from this legislation which the Senator from Vir- 
ginia seems to anticipate. What is provided? 
Simply that private individuals shall not, at their 

| pleasure, without the supervisory 
power of Congress, circulate their own promissory 
notes as money in the District. It is not said by 
the committee in its report that it may not be 
proper hereafter, under just and wise regulations, 
to incorporate banks with the power of emitting 
paper currency. The committee says that at some 
future time, if that subject shall be brought up for 
legislation, it may possibly prepare a bill that will 
receive the assent of Congress. All that the com- 
mittee now proposes to do, and on that one would 
suppose that there could scarcely be a second | 
opinion, is to stop the present violation of the law 
by énacting penalties sufficient to secure its proper 
observance. When that has been done, other 


legislation may be inaugurated for the purpose of | 


conferring on these corporations and associations, 
with proper guards, proper rules, proper regula- 
tions to prevent the abuse of the franchise, the 
franchise of issuing currency; but at present we 
merely propose to stop an evil which is certainly 


|; a very great one. 


My colleague has referred the honorable Sena- 
tor from Virginia to quite a recent case,in which 
a banking firm that had a large circulation here in 
the District, with its notes in the hands of poor, 
people, failed, its notes fell to a percentage on their 


1 || nominalamount, and those notes wentin the hands | 
gerous, for us to interfere with an intrusive hand || 


of the brokers, who made a speculation out of 


| them, and that at the expense of the mechanics, 


laborers, and market people, who, at the end of 


| the month, had gathered up with the sweat of 
| their brow a few of these notes to pay their rent, 


to pay their monthly expenses, and found them 
almost worthless in their hands. The Senator 
says, why not waituntil these damages arise again ? 
or, as he says, they have not arisen, and why not 
wait until they occur? 

Mr. President, if this was an idle and visionary 
danger; if it was one which the experience of the 
past had not shown to be of frequent occurrence 
in other places; if nobody had had any experience 
of the fact that banks do break even under the 
wisest and most prudent legislation, the Senator 
from Virginia might well appeal to us to wait un- 
til some evil occurred; but, as we unfortunately | 
are all old enough to have seen revulsions in com- | 
merce; as we have seen banking institutions fail 
again and again, surely it is the part of prudent 
legislators not to wait for the happening of fresh | 
damage in this District, but to prevent its recur- 
rence by legislation in advance. 


And now, sir, as to the other question about | 


limiting the extent or the minimum of the notes | 
which may be allowed to be in circulation in the 


| District, I assure the Senator that the experiment 
has been made in my State with signal success. || 
| I have not, for a long series of years, scen a bank || 


note in the State of Louisiana of less than five | 
dollars. Our‘people are prepared now, and very 
»robably within a year or two will extend the 
Hieai to ten dollars; and we intend so to go on, 
until our currency, such as is daily used oper om 


sively gold and silver, and bank notes shall be | 
used only forthat class of commerce in which they | 
may fairly be considered as a circulation similar 
to that provided by bills of exchange and checks. | 


Large business, the business of the wholesale mer- || 
chant, is conducted by these bank notes, which || 
serve as checks on the bank, and are, in point of | 
fact, checks, just as the merchant draws money || 


deposited there to his own credit; and the men who 


take them, the men who deal in them, know what || 


they are, and understand what they are doing; 
but the money that circulates in the hands of the 
eople, the money that is in the hands of the | 
Cackwors in the market place, the money that 


ONAL GLOBE. 


If it | 
is not an abandonment of all the just powers of a || 


| occasion to change one. 
| are; I cannot tell whether they have any value; I 
am obliged to take them on trust. 
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asses through the hands of small and poor fam- 


| ilies into the grocer’s hands, the money with which 


provisions are bought, with which laborers are 
paid—that ought to be beyond the possibility of 
doubt or suspicion. 

It is so with us; and I know that, from my be- 
ing habituated to the use of gold and silver alone 
in the smaller transactions of life, there is nothing 


| that annoys me more, when I make an occasional 
| visit to a northern city, than to find the miserable, 
| worthless rags that are handed to me in change 


for a five or ten dollar bill, if I happen to have 
I do not know what they 


I am obliged 
to pass them, ignorant of whether I am giving to 
a person money orarag. It is all a mere matter 
of confidence between man and man. The sys- 
tem mustexplode some day; and when it explodes, 
it will explode to the loss of that class of the com- 
munity least able to bear the loss, and best enti- 
tled to to the protection of the Legislature. 

I do hope we shall make some effort in this 
District to initiate a sound and prudent legislation 
on the subject. There will be no difficulty in re- 
lation to the bills of neighboring States. If we 
pass a law prohibiting the circulation of bills 
under twenty dollars in the city of Washington, 
I do not say those bills ought to be furnished by 
the banks of the neighboring States exclusively 
We can pass legislation afterwards to allow the 
banks of the District, under proper restrictions, 
the same right to issue those bills as is allowed 
in the neighboring States; ut so far from having 


all the channels of circulation filled up with the 


notes of the neighboring States, the Senator from 
Virginia may dismiss his apprehensions on that 
subject with entive certainty. The act of Con- 
gress will execute itself beyond the possibility of 
a doubt. We shall see here, in all the minor 
channels of trade, nothing but gold and silver 
passing from hand to hand. 

It has been well observed by the honorable 


| Senator from Delaware, that we have a gold mine 


here, which, for all the purposes of the people of 
the District, is infinitely richer, and, sir, infinitely 
easicr to be got at, than the gold of California— 
it is the Treasury of the United States. From 
that flows a perennial stream of gold and silver 
into the District, ample for all the purposes of 
the trade of the District—which certainly is quite 
a restricted trade—ample for all the purposes of 


| its people; and if there is a position in the United 
| States in which the example of a sound currency 


can be set with most advantage to the people, it 
is just in this District of Columbia, of which we 
are the legislators. I hope we shall set that ex- 


| ample. 


Mr. SIMMONS. Mr. President, [ desire to 
say a few words on the subject of this bill, but 
the hour is late. [** Let us adjourn.’’] 

Mr. CLARK. I move that the Senate adjourn. 

Mr.CLAY. Oh, no; let us get through with 
this bill. 

Mr. BROWN. I hope I shall be allowed to 
give notice of the introduction of a bill. 

Mr. CLARK. I have no objection to that. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Bricur 
in the chair.) What disposition will the Senate 
make of the bill under consideration ? 

Mr. MASON. There is some executive busi- 


ness which ought to be transacted, and we shall 


not meet again until Monday. _ 
Mr. CLARK. I will not insist, then, on my 
motion. 


Mr. MASON. I move that the further con- 


| sideration of the bill be postponed until to-morrow, 


with a view to proceed to the consideration of 


| executive business. 
the people for re oses of trade, shall be exclu- 


The motion was agreed to. 


NOTICES OF BILLS. 


Mr. HAUN gave notice of his intention to in- 
troduce a bill to authorize and direct the payment 
of certain moneys into the treasury of the State 
of California, which were collected in the ports 
of said State as a revenue upon imports since the 
ratification of the treaty of peace between the 
United States and the Republic of Mexico, and 

rior to the admission of @aid State into the 
nion. 

Mr. BROWN gave notice of his intention to 
ask leave to introduce a bill to punish offenses 
against slave property in the Territory of Kansas. 
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On motion of Mr. MASON, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of executive business; 
and, after some time spent therein, the doors were 
reopened, and the Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, February 16, 1860. 

The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 
by Rev. J. L. Exuiorr. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

A message was received from the Senate, by 
Mr. Assury Dickins, its Secretary, informing 
the House that the Senate had passe da bill to 
abolish the franking privilege; in which he was 
directed to ask the concurrence of the House. 

Also, that the Senate had ordered, at a quarter 


Prayer 


ti 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. 


of two o’clock, on the 15th of February, 1860, the | 


following documents to be printed: 
Letter of the Secretary of State, communicating 


a report of the commercial relations of the United | 


States with foreign nations for the ye 
30th September, 1859, (eight alee 
the State Department;) and 

Letter of the Superintendent of Public Printing, 


ar ending 
copies for 


communicating the annual report of his office— | 


the usual number. 
REFERENCE OF PAPERS. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. The other day I re- 
ferred some papers by the order of the House, 
and referred them to the wrong committee. They 
are the papers in the case of John Johnson. They 
«were referred to the Committe of Claims. 
that they be withdrawn from that committee, and 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

The motion was agreed to. 


REPORT SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC PRINTING. 


I move | 


The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- | 


munication from the Superintendent of the Public 
Printing, transmitting the annual report of that 
ing; 
Re to be printed. 

The SPEAKER then resumed the call of the 
States and Territories for the introduction of bills 
and resolutions, resuming the call where it was 
left off yesterday, with the State of South Caro- 
lina. 

Mr. ELY. Iask the consent of the House to 
introduce a couple of bills, which I omitted to 
introduce when the State of New 
called. 

Mr. ASHMORE. I believe the State of South 
Carolina has been called. 7 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New 
York cannot introduce the bills unless by unan- 
imous consent. 1 


Mr. ASHMORE. I do not object. 
PUBLIC BUILDINGS AT ROCHESTER 


in the State of New York, for the accommodation 
of the post office, custom- -house, and courts of the 
United States; which was read a first and second 
time, and referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
clary. 

HARBOR OF CHARLOTTE. 


ment of the harbor of Charlotte, at the mouth of 
the Genesee river, near Rochester, in the State of 


office, showing the condition of the public print-,| 
which was laid upon the table, and ordered | 


York was | 


Mr. ELY introduced a bill to sitewide for the | 
erection of a building, in the city of Rochester, | 


Mr. ELY also introducéd a bill making an ap- | 


propriation for the continuation of the improve- | 


New York; which was read a first and second | 


time, and referred to the Committee on Com- | 


merce. 
MARCUS J. GAINES. 
Mr ASHMORE presented the memorial of 
Marcus J. Gaines, United States consul for the 


|| committee have leave to report at any time. 
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regency of Tripoli; which was referred to the | 


Committee on Foreign Affairs. 
PUBLIC PRINTING. 


Mr. McPHERSON. I ask that the resolution 
which I introduced yesterday, in reference to the 
expediency of abolishing the 
executing the public printing, e referred to the 
select Committee on Printing, instead of to the 
standing committee. 

It was so ordered. 
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the motion to 


SSIONAL GLOBE. 


HEIRS OF WILLIAM YORK. 

Mr. GARTRELL introduced a bill for the re- 
lief of the heirs of William York; which was read 
a first and second time, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

ATLANTA A PORT OF DELIVERY. 

Mr. GARTRELL also introduced a bill to es- 
tablish Atlanta, in the State of Georgia, a port of 
delivery; which was read a first and second ume, 
and referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

DESKS FOR MEMBERS. 
Mr. JONES. 


Mr. NOELL. I move to lay 
reconsider on the table. 
The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. HOUSTON. Would it be in order to go 
into Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, and take up that resolution? 1 think it is 
important that we should settle that question at 
onee, 

The SPEAKER. 
for resolutions. 

Mr. JONES. Well, sir, I give notice that if 
|| the other members of the House choose to deprive 

themselves of privileges to which they are enti- 

tled, [ intend to provide myself witha desk in the 


Not pending the call of States 


I offer the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the Clerk be instructed to remove the Hall. 
present seats from this House, and replace the old chairs 
and desks; and with a view of givi&g time for this object, ABOLITION OF THE FRANKING PRIVILEGE. 
that this House, with the concurrence of the Senate, do Mr. COBB introduced a bill to abolish the 
4 ° , a t t 2 


adjourn for two weeks from and after Friday next. 

I should like to have 
immediately. 

Messrs. Curry, Noerr, Mixes, and others, 
objec ted. 

The SPEAKER. The resolution is objected 
to, and cannot be acted on. It must be referred 
to some committee. 


franking privilege; which was read a first and 
second time, and referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. 


CONFIRMATION OF LAND ENTRIES. 


that resolution acted on 


Mr. COBB also introduced a bill to confirm cer- 
tain land entries under the third section of the act 
|| approved March 3, 1855, entitled **An act making 
FROM THE PRESIDENT. || appropriations for the service of the Post Office 
A message was received from the President, by Department for the year ending June 30, 1856,” 
James Bucuanan, jr., his Private Secretary, in- whi h was read a first and _ ond time, and re- 
forming the House that the President, on the 15th ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. 
instant, approved and signed ** Anact (H.R. No. || THE GRADUATION ACT. 
1) making appropriations to defray the deficien- | Mr. COBB also introduced a bill to amend the 


“ - aan ee oor roe Setteee 25 Sue act approved August 4, 1854, known as the grad 
I ost ¢ fice De — nt for the fiscal year ending || uation act, so as to permit persons to enter lands 
the an June, 1859, and in part for the support || within three miles of their settlements on farms or 
of the Post Office Department for the year ending tracts of land; which was read a first and second 
the 30th June, 1860. time, and referred to the Committee on Public 

DESKS FOR MEMBERS—AGAIN. || Lands. 


Mr. JONES. I move that my resolution be 
referred to a select committee of five. 

Mr. GARNETT. I obje ct to that. 

Mr. GROW. That point was decided yester- 
day. 

Mr. GARNETT. The resolution must go, I 
believe, to one of the standing committees. 

The SPEAKER. The motion to refer to a 
special committee was decided to be in order, yes- 
terday, by the Speaker 

Mr GARNETT. 1 
olution be referred to the Committee 
Buildings and Grounds. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I suppose that this 
can be objected to. I obje ct toit most decide dly. 

The SPEAKER. The reference@annot be ob- 
jected to. The gentleman from Georgia proposes 


MESSAGE 


THE COURT OF CLAIMS. 


| Mr. COBB also introduced a bi!l to repeal or 
modify the act approved February 24, 1855, es- 
tablishing the Court of Claims; which was read 
a first and second time, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 


COMPENSATION OF MEMBERS OF CONGRESS. 


Mr. COBB also introduced a bill to repeal the 
act approved August 16, 1856, fixing the pay of 
Senators and Representatives in Congress; which 
was read a first and second time. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I think that ought to be put 
on its passage atonce. My colleague, | know, 

wants to secure its immediate passage. 

Mr. COBB. The gentleman’s colleague does 
want that bill to pass, and does not care how 


Then I move that the res- 
Public 


on 


to refer the resolution to a select committee of || S00n. . : 
five. Mr. HOUSTON Well, I hope it will be 
Mr. CURTIS. The gentleman from Virginia || passed immediate ly, , and that it will be made ap 


jlicable to the present Congress, 
know, is in favor of that. 

Mr. COBB. Yes, sir, the gentleman’s colleague 
is in favor of its being made applicable to the pres- 
ent Congress, too. 

| Mr. HOUSTON. I hope, then, it will not be 
referred, but will be put on its passage. 

Objection was made. 

Mr. COBB. I move to refer it to the Commit- 
tee on Public Expenditures. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Committee on Public My colleague, 


and that motion has precedence. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. I move that the 
resolution be referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I move thatit be referred to 
the Committet of Ways and Means. 

Mr. CAREY. I move to lay the resolution on 
the table. 

The SPEAKER. 
the House, and cannot be laid upon the table. 
question is on its reference. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I desire to know 


if any previous notice of this resolution has been 


has moved to refer it to the 
Buildings; 


The resolution is not before 
The 
SWAMP LANDS. 


) 
, 


Mr. COBB also introduced a bill to repeal the 
act known as the swamp-land act; which was read 


given? . 

z The SPEAKER. Previous notice was not || first and second time, and referred to the Com- 
ees SITUS BOND wi Public Lands 

necessary, in the opinion of the Chair. The res- mittee on Public Lands. 


PREEMPTION ACT. 

Mr. COBB also introduced a bill to amend the 
acts granting pre émption to settlers on the pur blic 
lands of the United States; which was read a first 
and second time, and referred to the Committee 
on Public Lands. 


MINIMUM PRICE OF THE PUBLIC LANDS. 


Mr. COBB also introduced a bill to construe 
the words ** minimum price of the public | lands;’’ 
which was read a first and second time, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. 


| PRINTING OF TESTIMONY. 


Mr. GILMER. I rise to a question of privi- 
lege. Lam instructed by the Committee of Elec- 
tions to ask the indulgence of the House to order 
| the printing of the testimony in three conte sted 


olution may be offered. 
S$ reic ° ° e 
Mr. JONES. I insist on my motion to refer 
to a select committee; and I will add to it that the 


Mr.GROW. A motion has been made to refer 
the resolution to the Committee on Public Build- 
ings, and the question must first be taken upoft 
that motion. If it fails, then the question will 
be on the motion of the gentleman from Georgia. 

The SPEAKER. The question must first be 
taken on the motion of the gentleman from New 
York (Mr. Jomn Cocurane] to refer the resolu- 
tion to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union. 

The question was taken; and the motion was 
agreed to. 

“Mr. MILES. I move to reconsider the 
by which that resolution was referred. 


vote 
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election cases, which is very voluminous. It is 
in the cases of Francis P. Blair, jr., contesting the 
seat of J. R. Barnert, of Missouri; of James 8. 


the seat of Wittiam C. An- 
and of William A. How- 


Cusman, contesting 
DERSON, of Kentuc Ky 
ard, contesting the 
Michigan. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I desire to ask the chairman 
of the Committee of Elections whether the testi- 
mony he asks to have printed is testimony which 
has been passed upon by that committee, and has 
been determined to be legitimately before them; 
in other words, whether they 
that this order to print will not include anything 
which the committee have not determined ts legit- 
imately before them as evidence ? 

Mr.GILMER. Itincludes nothingexcept what 
has been referred to them as evidence. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Very well; but I will sug- 
gest to the gentleman that there may have been 
many papers referred to them w hich, upon exam- 
imation, the committee may rule out. 


Of course, 
it will not be necessary to print them. 


It occurs 
to me that it would be proper for the committee 
to first determine what shall be received by them 
as proof in the several cases; and that other papers 
which may have been referred to them, and which 
may be entirely irrelevant, shall not be printed. 
1 do not know that any such papers have been 
referred to the committee, but such may be the 


tion of my friend from Alabama, that it will be 
necessary, tn order that my friend and myself may 
become sufficiently familiar with this testimony 
to determine what is competent and what is not, 
to take at least six months to examine it. 

Mr. PHELPS.  Lask the attention of the gen- 
tlheman from North Carolina for one moment. I 
desire to know whether it is proposed, under this 
order, to print any other testimony than that 
which has been referred to the committee on pre- 
sentation to the House by the Speaker? 

Mr. GILMER. Not at all. 


‘The order to print was made. 


DISBURSEMENT OF THE CONTINGENT FUND. 

Mr. CURRY submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was considered, and, ky unanimous 
consent, agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Accounts be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of some additional legisla 
tion securing greater accountability and economy in the dis- 
bursement of the contingent fund ; and that they have leave 
10 report by bill or otherwise. 


THE FISHING BOUNTIES. 

Mr. CURRY also introduced a bill repealing 
all laws, or parts of laws, granting bounties or 
allowances to vessels employed in the bank or 
other cod fisheries; which was read a first and 
second time, and referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 

COLLECTION OF DUTIES, ETC. 

Mr. CLOPTON introduced a bill to repeal 
** An act further to provide for the collection of du- 
ties,’’ approved March 2, 1833,and the twelfthand 
twenty-fifth sections of the ** Act for establishing 
the judicial courts of the United States,’’ approved 
September 24, 1789; which was read a‘first and 
second time, and referred to the Comniittee on the 
Judiciary. 

Mr.CAMPBELL. There isa part of that bill 
which I think ought to be referred to the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means; and I move, therefore, 
that the bill take that reference. 

The SPEAKER. The question will be first 
stated on the motion to refer it to the Committee 
of Ways and Means. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I understand that the bill 
has already been referred. I understand, from 
the remark of my colleague, that the twelfth sec- 
tion of the law, relating to the collection of the 
revenue, is a judicial question. I have not ex- 
amined the question; but I have no doubt it is one, 
as my colleague suggests, for the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. 
question, | withdraw my motion. 

The bill was referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

CREEK INDIAN DEPREDATIONS. 


Mr. CLOPTON also introduced a bill to pro- | 
vide for the examination and payment of certain | 


at of Georce B. Cooper, of 


Then, if it is a judicial || 


have determined || 


claims of citizens of Georgia and Alabama, on 
account of losses sustained by depredations of the 
Creck Indians; which was read a first and second 
time by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
Indian Affairs. 

MRS. MARY ANN HENRY. 


Mr CLOPTON also introduced a bill for the 


relief of Mrs. Mary Ann Henry, of Pennsylva- | 


nia; Which was read a first and second time by 

its title, and referred to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions. , 
ADJOURNMENT OF TITE SESSION. 

Mr. CLOPTON also introduced the following 

resolution; which he asked be put on its passage: 

Resolved, (the Senate concurring,) ‘That the President of 


the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives | 


be authorized to close the present session by adjourning 
their respective Hlouses on the 8th day of May next, atone 
o’clock, p. m. 


Mr. BINGHAM. 
its passage. 
Mr. GROW. I move that the resolution be 


referred to the Commiitee on Revisal and Unfin- 
ished Business. 
The motion was agreed to; and it was referred 
accordingly. 
DANIEL LOOKINGBILL. 
Mr. MOORE, of Alabama, introduced a bill 


| for the relief of Daniel Lookingbill; which was 
read a first and second time by its title, and re- | 


Mr. GILMER. I will reply, for the satisfac- 


to furnish the 


ae 


ferred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 
APPEAL IN CERTAIN CRIMINAL CASES. 
Mr. MOORE, of Alabama, also introduced a 
bill to provide for appeal to the Supreme Court of 
the United States in certain criminal cases; which 
was read a first and second time by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
ADJOURNMENT OF TILE SESSION. 
Mr. KEITT. Iask leave to introduce a res- 
olution authorizing the President of the Senate 
and the Speaker of this House to adjourn their 


I object to its being put on | 
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February 16, 
the acquisition of the Island of Cuba by negotia- 
tion, and for its incorporation into the Union in 
the event of its being so acquired; which was read 
a first and second time, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs. 

PREEMPTION RIGHTS. 

Mr. TAYLOR also introduced a bill to protect 
the rights of persons entitled to preémption rights 
under the laws of the United States in certain cases; 
which was read a first and second time, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

SECURITY OF PASSENGERS. 

Mr. TAYLOR also introduced a bill further to 
amend an act to provide for the better security of 
the lives of passengers on board of vessels pro- 
pelled in whole or in part by steam, and for other 
purposes; which was read a first and second time, 
and referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

SEIZURE OF THE BARK ADRIATIC. 

Mr. TAYLOR also introduced a joint resolu- 
tion relative to the alleged seizure and condemna- 
tion of the American bark Adriatic by the French 
authorities; which was read a first and second 
time, and referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. 

COMPENSATION OF MEMBERS OF CONGRESS. 


Mr. BINGHAM introduced a bill to amend an 
act entitled **An act to regulate the compensation 
of members of Congress,’’ passed August 16, 
1856, and to repeal so much of said act, and of al) 


| other acts, as allow mileage to Senators and Rep- 


resentatives in Congress; which was read a first 
and second time, and referred to the Committee 
of Ways and Means. . 


LAWS OF NEW MEXICO. 
Mr. BINGHAM also introduced a bill to dis- 


approve and declare null and void all territorial 
acts and parts of acts heretofore passed by the 


|| Legislative Assembly of New Mexico which es- 
| tablish, protect, or legalize involuntary servitude 


respective Houses sine die at twelve o’clock, m., | 


on Tuesday the 5th of June next; and I call for | 


the previous question on the adoption of the res- 
olution. 
Mr. SHERMAN. 
Mr. KEITT. 
OBSTRUCTIONS IN THE PASS MANCHAC., 


Mr. McRAE introduced the following resolu- 
tion; which was read, considered, and adopted: 

Resolved, ‘That the Secretary of War is hereby requested 
ouse of Representatives with copies of any 
orders, which may be on file inhis Department, of General 
Andrew Jackson, or any officer acting under his direction 


I object. 
Then I withdraw it. 


with Great Britain of 1812, closing the communication 
between the Gulf of Mexico and the Mississippi river, by 
placing obstructions in the Pass Manchac to prevent the 
passage of British troops and munitions of war through that 
channel from the Gulf to the Misstssippi river; also any 
other information in reference to closing said pass, by au- 
thority of the Government, which may be on file in the War 
office. 


MISSISSIPPI SOUND. 


_Mr. McRAE introduced the following resolu- 
tion: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby 
requested to furnish the House of Representatives with a 
memoir of the Mississippi Sound on the Mexican Guif 
coast, with the maps and charts of the same, as taken by 
the coast survey ; also to furnish the House witha statement 
of the amount of money at any time heretofore appropri- 


or slavery within said Territory, except as a pun- 
ishment for crime upon due conviction; which 
was read a first time. 

Mr. LEAKE. I object toa second reading of 
the bill. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ohio 
has a right, under the resolution under which we 
are acting, to introduce a bill for reference. 


Mr. LEAKE. I object to a second reading of 


|| the bill; and it is competent to put the question 


to the House whether they will reject it or not. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair ts of opinion that 


| the gentleman has the right to introduce a bill to 
or under the authority of the United States, during the Wwar || 


ated by Congress for naval and military defenses on the Gulf || 


coast of Mississippi. 
Mr. CURTIS. 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 
The motion was agreed to; and the resolution 
was referred accordingly. 
NEUTRALITY LAW. 
Mr. BARKSDALE introduced a bill to repeal 


certain sections of the act passed 20th April, 1818, || 


. || not before the House. 
tommonly called the neutrality law, and to mod- | - 


. . ? 

ify other sections thereof; which was read a first 
and second time by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 


THIRD JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF MISSISSIPPI. 


Mr. LAMAR introduced a bill to provide a 
third judicial district in the State of Mississippi; 


I move that that resolution be | 


which was read a first and second time by its title, | 
and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 


ACQUISITION OF CUBA. 
Mr. TAYLOR introduced a bill to provide for 


have it read twice and referred to a committee. 
Mr. BINGHAM. [offer the bill, in pursuance 
of previous notice, under the resolution under 
which the House is now acting, and I ask for its 
second reading. 
The bill was read a second time, and referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 


PRESIDENT S MESSAGE. 
Mr. BINGHAM introduced the following reso- 


lution: 

Resolved, That so much of the President’s message as 
refers to the legality of slavery in the ‘Territories, and so 
much thereof as recommends, or has relation to, an appro. 
priation to be made by Congress. to be paid to the Spanish 
Government, for the purpose of distribution among thre 
claimants in the Amistad case, be referred to the Commit 
tee on the Judiciary, with instructions to inquire into and 
report upon the propriety of said recommendation in rela- 
tion to the Amistad case, and of the statements and recom- 
mendations of the said message in relation to the legality 
of slavery in the Territories. 

Mr. BINGHAM. [ask that that resolution be 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I desire to know whether 
it is in the power of the House to take any order 
in relagion to the President’s message, which is 
The President’s message 
is now out of the jurisdiction of the House; it Is 
before the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union. It is not, in my opinion, in the 
power of the House now to make any order what- 
ever in relation to it. The message would have 
to be brought back into the House before the 
House could have jurisdiction of it. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman does not 
propose to have the resolution adopted, but sim- 
ply to refer it. 

Mr. HOUSTON. If the House has no power 
the committee will have none. 





1860. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair decides that the 
gentleman lias a right to offer the resolution and 
have it referred. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Ithink I have. ITask that 
it be referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. LLOUSTON. I have no doubt you have. 


The motion was agreed to. 
COMMERCE AND FREE TRADE. 
Mr. VALLANDIGHAM introduced the fol- 


lowing resolution; which was read, considered, 
and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to inform the House whether a copy of a recent 
letter of the Emperor of France, upon the subject of com 
merce and tree trade, has been communicated to the Ex 
ecutive by the French Government, or by our acting Min 
ister in France; and if so, that he transmit to the House a 
copy of the same, if not incompatible, in his opinion, with 
the public interests. 


ARMING OF THE MILITIA. 
Mr. VALLANDIGHAM also introduced a bill 


to amend the act of April 23, 1808, entitled ‘An | 


act making provision for arming and equipping the 
whole body of the militia of the United States;”’ 
which was read a first and second time, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Militia. 
PENSIONS TO OFFICERS AND SOLDIERS. 

Mr. HOWARD introduced a bill granting pen- 
sions to the officers and soldiers of the war with 
Great Britain of 1812, and to those engaged in the 
Indian wars during that period; which was read 
a first and second time. 

Mr. HOWARD. I move that the bill be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Mr. STANTON. I move that it be referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I move that 
it be referred to the Committee of. the Whale on 
the state of the Union. 

The SPEAKER. The question must be first 
taken on the motion of the gentleman from IIli- 
nois,. 

The question was put, and it was decided in the 
affirmative. 

. So the bill was referred to the Committee of the 

Whole on the state of the Union. 

PAY OF CONTESTANTS. 

Mr. COX introduced the following resolution; 
which was read, and referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in 
structed to report a bill amendatory of the act passed Feb 
ruary 19, 1851, providing that no contestant fora seat in the 
House of Representatives shall be paid anything, either as 
salary or otherwise, unless he shall be successful in his con 
test, and be admitted to his seat in the House. 


POST OFFICE BUILDING IN COLUMBUS, OLTO. 

Mr. COX also introduced the following resolu- 
tion; which was read, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Post Office and Post Roads: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be requested to report a bill providing for the erection 
of a building for a post office, and other purposes, in Colum 
bus, Ohio. 


EXEQUATUR OF WILLIAM TREVITT. 
Mr. COX also introduced the following resolu- 
tion; which was read, considered, and agreed to: 
Resolved, That the President of the United States be 
requested to communicate to this House, if not incompatible 
with the public service, the correspondence between this 
Government and the. Republic of Chili, with reference to 


the withdrawal of the exequaturof William Trevitt, consul 
at Valparaiso. 


SILAS STEPHENS. 

Mr. CLEMENS. The gentleman from Ohio 
yielded to me, to allow me to introduce a bill. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from 
Ohio yield? 

Mr. COX. If I have the power to do so. 

Mr. WADE. L object. 

Mr. CLEMENS. I was not here when my, 
State was called. I ask permission now to intro- 
duce a bill. 

There was no objection. 

Mr. CLEMENS thereupon introduced a bill 
granting an invalid pension to Silas Stevens, of 

irginia; which was read a first and second time, 
and referred to the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions. 

MARION TOWNSHIP, OHIO. 
Mr. ALLEN introduced a bill for the relief of 


original surveyed fractional townships Nos. 8, 
12, and 13, embraced in the township of Marion, 


in Mercer county, Ohio; which was read a first 
and second time, and referred to th 
on Public Lands. 


Committee 


COMPENSATION OF MEMBERS. 
Mr. HELMICK introduced a bill to reduce the 
compensation of members of Congress, and to 
regulate the mileage; 
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which was read a first and | 


second time, and referred to the Committee on | 


Mileage. 
JOHN JACKSON. 

Mr. HELMICK also introduced a bill grant- 
ing a pension to John Jackson, an invalid soldier; 
which was read a first and second time, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

ELECTION OF PRINTER 

The SPEAKER. 


-POSTPONEMENT. 


The *hour of one o’clock 


having arrived, to which the election of Printer | 


has been postponed, the House will now proceed 
to the election. 

Mr. REAGAN. I would inquire whether, 
while we are in the execution of a special order, 
it does not retain its place until it is finished ? 

Mr. SHERMAN. I move to that 
special order until this special order be com- 
pleted. 

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. 
over informally. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Let the calling of the States 
and Territories be completed. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I would rather the g 
man from Ohio would state th 
wishes the ek 


postpone 


Let it be passt d 


ntle- 
hour to which he 
ction of Printer to be postpon d,so 
that members may know when to attend for that 
purpose. " 


Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. Say to-mor- | 


row at one o’eclock. 
Mr. SHERMAN. 
one, 
Mr. HOUSTON. Better have it this evening. 
The question was taken on the motion to post- 
pone till one o’clock to-morrow; and it was agreed 
to. 


Very well; to-morrow at 


REST@RING MAIL SERVICE. 


Mr. BLAKE offered the following resolution; 
which was read, considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency ot 
restoring the mailservice of the United States, so that every 
section of the country shall have the full benefit of such 
s previous to the Ist day of February, A. D. 1559, 
and report by biil or otherwise. 


service, a 


COMPENSATION AND MILEAGE OF MEMBERS. 
Mr. THEAKER introduced a bill to reduce the 
compensation and mileage of Senators, Repre- 
sentatives, and Delegates in Congress; which was 
read a firs ond second time, and referred to the 
Committee on Mileage. 


LOUISVILLE AND PORTLAND CANAL. 


Mr. GURLEY introduced a joint resolution 
authorizing the enlargement of, and construction 
of a branch to, the Louisville and Portland canal; 
which was read a first and second time, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Roads and Canals. 


MILITARY LAND DISTRICT IN OITIO. 


Mr. TRIMBLE introduced a bill allowing fur- 
ther time to those holding lands by entries in the 
Virginia military land district, in Ohio, which 
were made prior to the Ist of January, 1852, to 
have the same surveyed and patented; which was 
read a first and second time. 

Mr. TRIMBLE. 1 move that it be referred to 
a select committee of five. 

Mr. COX. Why not have it referred to the 
Judiciary Committee? 

Mr. STANTON. It is better to let it go toa 
select committee. It belongs exclusively to the 
military district of Ohio; and the committee should 
be composed of members from that district. 


The motion to refer toa select committee of five 


was agreed to. 
HARBOR AT THE MOUTH OF THE CUYAHOGA. 


Mr. WADE introduced a bill making an ap- 
propriation for the repair of the harbor at the 
mouth of the Cuyahoga river, in the State of Ohio; 
which was read a first and second time, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce. 


REVISION OF JOINT RULES. 


Mr. STANTON. I have a joint resolution, 
which I hope there will be no objection to. 
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The joint resolution was read, as follows: 


Resolved by the Senate and House of Representetives, That 
a joint committee of three members on the part of the 
House, and mnembers on the part of the Senate, be ap 


pointed to revise the joint rules of the two Houses, with 
power to report at any me. 


Mr. McCLERNAND. 
the object of the resolution, 

Mr. STANTON. The gentleman from Illinois 
says he does not understand the object of the res 
olution, 


l do not understand 


It is to have some arrangement made 
with regard to legislation on appropriation bills, 
to revise joint rules, and to have the two Houses 
brought together somewhat, so as to avoid the 
conflict between them. 

The joint resolution received its several read- 
ings, and was passed. 

POSTAL ARRANGEMENTS. 

Mr. SHERMAN offered the following resolu- 
tion; which was read, considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads inquire into the expediency of reporting a bill 
embracing the following propositions: 1. The division of 
the territorial jurisdiction of the United States into postal 
districts, each district to be no less than one State. &. The 
letting of the entire postal service, including the delivery of 
postal matter, by districts, to the lowest responsible bidders, 
to be performed on the present post routes, and such as 
shall be hereatter established, and according to laws now 
or hereafter passed. 3. Reorganization of the Post Office 
Department and the foreign mail service to conform to the 
foregoing changes. 4. ‘The entire abolition of the tranking 
privileg 

CONDUCT OF DEPARTMENT. 

Mr. SHERMAN. IL offer the following reso- 
lutions, and ask that they be referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Expenditures of the Navy Depart- 
ment: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy has, with the 
sanction of the President, abused his diseretionary power 
in the selection ot a coal agent, and in the purchase of fuel 
tor the Government. 

Resolved, That the contract made by the Secretary of the 
Navy, under date of September 23, 1858, with William © 
N. Swit, for the delivery of live oak timber, was made in 
violation of law, and in a manner unusual, improper, and 
injurious to the public service. 

Resolved, That the distribution, by the Secretary of the 
Navy, of the patronage in the navy-yards among members of 
Congress, was destructive of discipline, corrupting in its in 
fluence, and highly injurious to the public service 

Resolved, That the President and Secretary of the Navy, 
by receiving and considering the party relations of bidders 
for contracts with the United States, and the effect of 
awarding contracts upon pending elections, have set an 
example dangerous to the public safety, and deserving the 
reproot of this House. 

Resolved, That the appointment, by the Secretary of the 
Navy, of Daniel B. Martin, chief engincer, as a member of 
t board of engineers to report upon proposals for construct 
ing machinery forthe Unite States, the said Martin, at the 
time, being pecuniarily interested in some of said proposals, 
is hereby censured by this House. 


Mr. HOUSTON. I desire to ask the gentle- 
man from Ohio one question: whether those res- 
olutions were not reported upon at the last Con- 
eress by a special committee ? 

Mr. SHERMAN. Th y were; but on account 
of the late period of the session at which they 
were reported, there was po vote and no action 
upon them. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Then it will be better that 
the reports of that committee, and the evidence, 
shall be brought before the House. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 
discussion. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I propose to debate the 
resolitions, and they must therefore go over. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Lam perfectly willing that 
the report of the committee of the last Congress 
shall go to the committee. 

The SPEAKER. The 
referred to the committee. 
cussed now. 

Mr. HOUSTON 
+ 


NAVY 


I object to 


resolutions must be 
They cannot be dis- 


I desire the fact to go with 
resolutions, that they have been fully investi- 
gated by a special committee, and have been re- 
ported upon by that committee both in a majority 
and a minority report. 

The SPEAKER. No debate is in order. The 
resolutions will be referred to the Committee on 
the Expenditures of the Navy Department. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I object. 

Mr. BOCOCK. I move that they be referred 
to the Committee of the Whole on the : of the 
Union. 

Mr. FLORENCE. 
going there. 

The Speaker ordered tellers on Mr. JococK’s 
motion, and appointed Messrs. Marston and Cox 
to act as tellers. 


tal 


L have no objection to then 
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Mr. FLORENCE. Under the resolution which 
has been adopted, resolutions which provoke 
debate must go over. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 
any debate. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I intend to debate the res- 
olutions. | doubt the propriety of their reference. 
As the gentleman from Alabama [Mr. Houston 
has very properly said, they were considered anc 
reported upon in the last Congress. 

The SPEAKER. No debate is in order. 

Mr. FLORENCE. Then they must go over, 
for they cannot be referred under this resolution. 
I raise a point of order. I submit that these res- 
olutvions, af the y provoke debate, or if any gen- 
tleman proposes to debate them, must go over 
and cannot be referred. That is the spirit of the 
resolution under which we are acting. Now, I 
prepose to debate these resolutions, and if that 
proposition is received by the Chair, as I trustit 
will be, these resolutions cannot have the reference 
proposed by the gentleman from Ohio. I have no 
objection to their being referred to the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks that no 
debate is in order. The resolution under which 
we are acting provides that bills and resolutions 
shall be referred without debate, and, therefore, 
there can be no debate. 

Mr. FLORENCE. That is precisely what I 
stated to the Chair; but if we propose to debate 
the resolutions, they must go over. 

The SPEAKER. No debate is in order. 

The House divided on Mr. Bocock’s motion; 
and the tellers reported—ayes forty-nine, noes not 
counted, 


I object to 


So the motion was disagreed to. 

The resolutions were then referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Expenditures of the Navy Depart- 
ment. 


LIEUTENANT NEREAM@R. 


Mr. COX introduced a bill for the relief of 


Lieutenant Jonathan F. Nereamer; which was 
read a first and second time, and referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

FEDERAL COURT IN KENTUCKY. 

Mr. STEVENSON submitted the following 
resolution; which was read, considered, and 
agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of holding an an 


nual session of the Federal court inthe cities of Covington 
and Paducah, in the Commonpvealth of Kentucky. 


HENRY MILLER. 


Mr. BURNETT introduced a bill granting an 
invalid pension to Henry Miller; which was read 
a first and second time, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions. 

APPOINTEES ABOUT THE HOUSE. 
Mr. BURNETT submitted the following reso- 
Yr 
lution; which was read, considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Clerk of the Llouse of Representatives, 
the Postmaster, and Doorkeeper, report to this House the 
number of employés appointed by them in their respective 
offices, their names and salaries, with reference to the au- 


thority for said appointments ; and: that they specify the 
duties of each employé. 


KENTUCKY JUDICIAL DISTRICTS. 
Mr. BURNETT offered the following resolu- 


tion; which was considered, and, by unanimous 
consent, agreed to: 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- 


structed to inquire into the expediency of dividing the State 
of Kentucky into two judicial districts, 


PADUCAH AN INSPECTION DISTRICT. 
Mr. BURNETT also introduced a bill to amend 


the act of August 30, 1852, entitled “‘An act to 
amend an act entitled ‘An act for the better se- 
curity of the lives of passengers on board vessels 
propelled in whole or in part by steam, and for 
other purposes,’ ’’ so as to make Paducah, in the 
State of Kentucky, an inspection district; which 
was read a first and second time, and referred to 
the Committee on Commerce. 


DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA HOSPITAL. 


Mr. BURNETT also introduced a bill estab- 


lishing a general hospital for the District of Co- 
lumbia; which was read a first and second time, 
and referred to the Committee for the District of 
Columbia. 


j 


JAMES HENDERSON. 
Mr. THOMAS introduced a bill for the relief 


of James Henderson, of Tennessee; which was 
read a first and second time, and referred to the 
Committee of Claims. 


LYDIA FLETCHER. 


Mr. THOMAS also introduced a bill for the 
relief of Lydia Fletcher; which was read a first 
and second time, and referred to the Committee 


of Claims. ‘ 
POST OFFICE, ETC., AT JACKSON, TENNESSEE. 


Mr. AVERY introduced a bill to provide for | 
the erection ofa postoffice pension office and court- | 
house at the city of Jackson, Tennessee; which | 
was read a first and second time, and referred to | 


the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 
MEMPHIS MARINE HOSPITAL. 
Mr. AVERY also introduced a bill to provide 


for the construction of a marine hospital at Mem- 
phis, Tennessee; which was read a first and sec- 
ond time, and referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce, 

MEMPIIIS LOCAL INSPECTORS. 


Mr. AVERY also introduced a bill to establish 
a board of local inspectors for the district of Mem- 
phis, Tennessee; which was read a first and sec- 
ond time, and referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 
MEMPHIS PUBLIC BUILDINGS. 


Mr. AVERY also introduced a bill to aid in 
the construction of the public buildings in Mem- 
phis, Tennessee; which was read a first and sec- 
ond time, and referred to the Committee on Com- 
merece. 

R. K. DOEHLER. 


Mr. AVERY also introduced a bill for the re- 
lief of R. K. Doehler; which was read a first and 
second time, and referred to the Committee on 
Private Land Claims. 


WILLIAM LYON, 
Mr. MAYNARD introduced a bill for the 


relief of William Lyon, late pension agent at 
Knoxville, Tennessee; which was read a first 
and second time, and referred to the Committee 
of Claims. 

SHADE CALLOWAY. 


Mr. MAYNARD also introduced a bill for the 
relief of Shade Calloway; whieh was read a first 
and second time, and referred to the Committee 
of Claims. 

JAMES LACY. 


Mr. MAYNARD also introduced a bill grant- 
ing a pension to James Lacy; which was read a 
first and second time, and referred to the Commit- 
tee of Claims. 


TENNESSEE RIVER IMPROVEMENT. 
Mr. MAYNARD also introduced a bill to 


liquidate the unadjusted contracts for the Tennes- 
sce river improvement; which was read a first and 
second time, and referred to the Committee of 
Claims. 

DISBURSEMENT OF THE CONTINGENT FUND. 


Mr. MAYNARDalso submitted the following 
resolution; which, by unanimous consent, was 
considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Accounts be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of additional legislation for 
securing greater accountability and economy in the dis 
bursement of the contingent fund of the House, and that 
they have leave to report at any time, by bill or otherwise. 


RENDITION OF FUGITIVES FROM JUSTICE. 
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I move to refer the resolution to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. . . 
The motion was agreed to. 


COMMERCE WITH CUBA. 


Mr. MAYNARD submitted the following res- 
olution: ¢ 


Whereas, the geographical apposition of the Island of Cuba 
to the United States and their community of commercial 
interests, renders eminently desirable a free and unre- 
strained personal and commercial intercourse between 
them: Therefore, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Foreign Affairs be, and 





|| they are hereby, directed to inquire into the expediency and 


Mr. MAYNARD submitted the following res- | 


olution: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be, and | 
they are hereby, directed to inquire whether any, and if | 


so, what, further legislation by Congress is necessary to 
secure the prompt, faithful, and efficient execution of the 


provision of section two, article four, of the Constitution 


of the United States, in respect to the rendition of fugitives 


| from justice ; with leave to report by bill or otherwise. 


Mr. MAYNARD. To prevent misapprehen- 


_ sion in regard to that resolution, I will state that 


it is in substance a resolution which I had pre- 
yared at the last session of Congress, but which 
| did not obtain an opportunity to introduce. The 
gentleman from Iowa (Mr. Curtis] will recollect 
the cireumstances under which it was prepared. 


| practicability of a convention between the Government of 


the United States and the Court of Madrid, with a view of 
facilitating the commerce between the United States and 
the Island of Cuba by reciprocal importation and exporta- 
tion of the agricultural products and manufactures of the 


| two countries free of either import or export duties, and 
| the unrestricted interpassage from one country to the other 


of all persons whomsoever; and whether any action of 
Congress in the premises is necessary or proper ; with leave 
to report by bill or otherwise. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I think that 
properly goes to the Committee on Commerce. 


Mr. MAYNARD. The resolution itself in 


|| terms gives it to the Committee on Foreign Af- 


| fairs; and I think that is the proper committee to 
| take cognizance of the subject. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. The rule 
distinctly requires that all subjects of that descrip- 
fion shall go to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. Unless the terms of the 
resolution are changed, it must necessarily go to 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 


Mr. MAYNARD. And that is manifestly the 


| proper committee.to refer it to. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 
Clerk to read the 83d rule. 

The Clerk read the 83d rule, as follows: 

“Tt shall be the duty of the Cemmittee on Commerce to 
take into consideration all such petitions and matters or 
things touching the commerce of the United States as shall 
be presented, or shall or may come into question, and be 
referred to them by the House ; and to report, from time to 
time, their opinion thereon.” 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. That makes 


I ask the 


| it the duty of the Committee on Commerce ex- 


pressly to take charge of the subject referred to. 


in this resolution. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I do not see what perti- 
nency that rule has to the resolution. 

The SPEAKER. If there be no motion sub- 
mitted, the resolution will be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs. 

The resolution was accordingly referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. 


COMPENSATION OF MEMBERS. 

Mr. STOKES introduced a bill to repeal an act 
of Congress, approved August 16, 1856, entitled 
**An act to regulate the compensation of members 
of Congress;’’ which was read a first and second 


time by its title, and referred to the Committee of 


Ways and Means. 
PAPER CIRCULATION OF UNIFORM VALUE. 
Mr. ETHERIDGE introduced a bill to estab- 


lish and regulate a paper circulation of uniform 


| value throughout the United States, and for other 


pone. which was read a first and second time 
vy its title, and referred to the Committee on Rev- 
olutionary Claims. 

PENSIONS TO SOLDIERS OF WAR OF 1812, ETC. 


Mr. NELSON introduced a bill granting pen- 


sions to officers, soldiers, and marines engaged in 


| the military and naval service of the United States 
prior to the Ist day of July, 1818, and t6 their 
| widows; which was read a first and second time 


by its title, and referred to the Committee on In- 
valid Pensions. 
BRANCH MILITARY ACADEMY. 


Mr. QUARLES introduced a bill for the estab- 
lishment of a branch military academy at the Her- 


| mitage; which was read a first and second time by 


its title, and referred to the Committee on Mili- 


tary Affairs. 
POST ROADS IN TENNESSEE. 
Mr. QUARLES also introduced a bill to de- 


clare the railroad bridges across the Cumberland 
river, at Nashville, Tennessee, and at Clarksville, 


| Tennessee, and the railroad bridge across the Ten- 


nessee river, near the mouth of Cane creek, in 
Stewart county, Tennessee, post roads; which 
was read a first and second time by its title, and 


1860. 


Post Roads. 


CLARKSVILLE A PORT OF DELIVERY. 


Mr. QUARLES also introduced a bill to con- | 
stitute Clarksville, in the State of Tennessee, a 
port of delivery; which was read a first and sec- 
ond time by its title, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Commerce. 


TOBACCO TRADE OF THE UNITED STATES. 


Mr. QUARLES also introduced a joint reso- | 
lution in regard to the tobacco trade of the United 
States with foreign nations; which was read a 
first and second time by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on Commerce. 

APPROPRIATION BILLS. 

Mr. QUARLES also introduced the following 
resolution; which was read, considered, and re- 
ferred to the Committee of Ways and Means: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be | 
instructed, in the several bills reported by them proposing 
appropriations of public moneys, to append a summary or 
memorandum, showing what amount is designed for the 
service of the next fiscal year, and what for deticiencies or | 
liabilities incurred prior to the commencement of that year; 


so as to exhibit the aggregate amount of those two classes 
of appropriations in each bill so reported. 


WILLIAM HAZZARD WIGG. 

Mr. QUARLES also introduced a joint reso- 

lution relative tothe account of William Hazzard 

Wigg; which was read a first and second time by 

its title, and referred to the Committee of Claims. | 
SEVENTH CENSUS. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana, introduced the fol- 


lowing resolution; which was read, considered, 
and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of so amending the 
act of Congress entitled *“* An act providing for taking the | 
seventh and subsequent censuses of the United States, and 
to fix the number of members of the House of Representa- 
tives, and provide for their future apportionment among the 
several States,” approved May 23, 1850, that the powers 
and duties therein conferred upon and required of the Uni 
ted States marshals of the several districts, be conferred 
upon and required of the judges of the district courts of 
the United States within their respective districts. 


POST ROADS. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana, also introduced the 
following resolution; which was read, considered, 
and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and | 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
establishing the following post roads, to wit: 

From Newport, in the State of Indiana, via Quaker Point, 
to Bonwell, in the State of Illinois. 

From Hobbieville, in Greene county, via Bloomfield and 
Linton, to Sullivan, Sullivan county, Indiana. 

From Georgetown, in the State of Ilinois, via Indianola, 
Palermo, (Hickory Grove.) Dill’s Grove, Camargo, and Tus- 
cola, in the State of inois. 


WILLIAM SUTTON. 
Mr. KILGORE introduced a bill for the relief 


of William Sutton; which was read a first and | 
second time by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions. 


COURT OF CLAIMS. 


Mr. NIBLACK introduced a bill to amend ‘* An 
act to establish a court for the investigation of 
claims against the United States,” approve2 Feb- 
ruary 24, 1855; which was read a fet and sec- | 
ond time by its title, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary. 


SECURITY OF PASSENGERS. 
Mr. NIBLACK also introduced the following | 


resolution; which was read, and referred to the 
Committee on Commerce: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of so amending the | 
act approved August 30, 1852, entitled “An act to provide 
for the better security of the lives of passengers on board 
of vessels propelled in whole or in part by steam, and for 
other purposes,”’ as to provide for the appointment of local 
inspectors at the port of Evansville, in the State cf Indi- 
ana, and to report by biil or otherwise. 


ELECTION OF UNITED STATES SENATORS. 
Mr. NIBLACK also introduced the following | 


resolution; which was read, and referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- | 
structed to inquire into the expediency of providing, by a 
unitorm Jaw, for the time and manner of electing United || 
States Senators by the Legislatures of the several States, || 


and to report by bill or otherwise. il b 


= : - 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office and || 


AGRICULTURAL BUREAU. 


Mr. NIBLACK also introduced the following 
resolution; which was read, and referred to the 
Committee on Agrrceulture: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Agriculture be in 
structed to inquire into the expediency of organizing and 
establishing an agricultural bureau in the Department of 
the Interior, and to report by bill or otherwise. 

DELEGATE FOR WASHINGTON CITY. 

Mr. NIBLACK also introduced the following 
resolutién; which was read, and referred to the 
Committee for the District of Columbia: 


Resolved, That the Committee for the District of Colum 
bia be instructed to inquire into the expediency of pro 
viding for the election of a Delegate, to represent said Dis 
trict in the Congress of the United States, with powers and 
duties similar to those of a Delegate from one of the organ 
ized Territories, and to report by bill, or otherwise. 


BENJAMIN SAYRE. 

Mr. PETTIT introduced a bill for the relief 
of Benjamin Sayre; which was read a first and 
second time, and referred to the Committee of 
Claims. 

JOHN RANDOLPH CLAY. 

Mr. PETTIT also introduced a joint resolu- 
tion authorizing the proper accounting officers of 
the ‘Treasury to revise and adjust the accounts 
of John Randolph Clay, United States Minister 
to Peru; which was read a first and second time, 
and referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

PILINEAS G. PEARSON. 

Mr. PETTIT also introduced a bill for the re- 
lief of Phineas G. Pearson: which was read a first 
and second time, and referred to the Committee 
on Invalid Pensions. 

JOHN PURCELL. 

Mr. PETTIT also introduced a bill granting an 

invalid pension to John Purcell; which was read 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. — 


a first and second time, and referred to the Com- 


mittee on Invalid Pensions. 
UNITED STATES FORCES AS A POSSE COMITATUS. 
Mr. PETTI'Ealso introduced the following fes- 
olution; which was read, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary: 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in 
structed to inquire as to the legal authority to employ the 


armed forces of the United States as a posse comitatus, and 
that they have leave to report by bill or otherwise. 


CONFIRMATION OF CERTAIN LAND ENTRIES. 

rr . p* . - 

Mr. PORTER introduced a bill to confirm cer- 
tain entries of land therein named; which was read 
a first and second time, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 

PROTECTION TO CITIZENS IN STATES. 

Mr. PORTER introduced the following resolu- 
tion; which was read, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary: 

Resolved, That the Judiciary Committee be instructed to 
inquire and report to this House what additional legislation, 
if any, is necessary to give protection to citizens engaged 
in the pursuit of their private and lawful business whilst 


traveling or sojourning in other States than those in which 
they reside. 


LAND FUND TO ILLINOIS. 


Mr. MORRIS, of Iilinois, introduced a bill 
authorizing the payment of the two per centum 
land fund, to which the State of Illinois is entitled 
for railroad purposes, to said State; which was 
read a first and second time, and referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 


AMENDMENT OF NATURALIZATION LAWS. 
Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois, also introduced a bill 


to amend the naturalization laws of the United 
States; which was read a first and second time, 
and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 


ELECTION OF OFFICERS OF TERRITORIES. 


Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois, also introduced a 
bill granting to the people of the several organized 
Territories of the United States the right to pro- 
vide, through their respective Legislatures, for 
the appointment or election of their Governors, 
judges, and all other territorial officers, in such 
mode or manner as such Legislatures may de- 
termine; with was read a first and second time, 
and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 


- ELECTION OF POSTMASTERS. 


Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois, also introduced a 
ill to provide for the election of deputy post- 


Sil 


masters by the people; which was read a first and 
second time, and referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. 

CHARLES N. PINE. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois, introduced the fol- 
lowing resolution; which was read, and referred 
to the Committee on Territories: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior be, and 
hereby is, respectfully requested to transmit to this House, 
at the earliest possible period consistent with bis other of 
ficial duties, a statement showing the several amounts paid 
to Charles N. Pine, late United States marshal for the 
northern judicial district of the State of [linois, speeitying 
the amount of each payment, and what the same was for; 
whether the jurors of said district court have at all times 
when discharged, been paid off in money or certificates of 
service ; and it not in money, the reason for not so paying 
them ; and what is the present state of the accounts of the 
said Pine, showing particularly in this connection, whether 
he was at any time ,@r is now, in arrears to the Govern 
ment, or a defaulter thereto, and if so, in what amount, 
and when said defalcation first occurred ; and whether the 
amount thereof has been paid to the Government by th 
securities of the said Pine, and if not, the reason therefor, 


} and whether they have been sued for the same. That the 


said Secretary of the Interior be also requested to commu 

nicate tothis House, the several sums of money paid to the 
United States district attorney for the northern district of 
the State of [linois, since the date of his appointment for 
his services, or alleged services, as such attorney, speci 

fying particularly the amount of cach item of payment, and 
what the same was for. 


REMOVAL OF ILLINOIS POSTMASTERS. 


Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois, also offered the fol- 
lowing resolution: 


Resolved, That the Postmaster General be, and hereby 
is, respectiully requested to communicate to this House 
copies of all papers and letters now on file in his Depart 
ment, pertaining to the removal of Austin Brooks, late post 
master at Quincy, Ilinois, and the appointment of William 
Hi. Carlin to said office; also copies of all letters and papers 
on file in his office, having reference to the removal ot John 
J. Smith, late postmaster at Mount Sterling, Lilinois, and 
the appointment of the present incumbent to said office ; 
also copies of all letters and papers on file tn his office per 
taining to the removal of Jacob Parsons, late postmaster at 
Griggsville, Iinois, and the appointment of Robert Allen 
to said office ; also copies of all letters and papers on file 
pertaining to the removal of John Johnson, late postmaster 
at Coatsburg, [Hinois, and Robert Moore, late postmaster at 
La Prairie or Pitnam, Illinois, together with the re®sons for 
each of said removals, and copies of all letters and papers 
on file recommending any person or persons as mail agent 
on the Quincy and Toledo railroad, in place of Joseph HU. 
Sherrard ; also copies of all papers and letters on file in his 
office recommending D. Mariin for the appointment as post 
master at Biandinsville, [inois; also copies of all letters 
and papers on file in his office recommending the removal 
of William Price in February, 1858, and the appointment 
of Lsaac Cook for postmaster at Chicago, Illinois, as his sue 
cessor, and asking for said Cook’s removal trom said office, 
together with copies of all letters, papers, evidence, reports 
of special or secret agents, and all other matters or things 
pertaining to, or going to show the manner in which, said 
Cook has conducted said offiee, together with copies of such 
evidence as may be on file in the Post Oilice Department, 
if there is any such, showing whether or not said Cook was 
a public defaulter to the Government of the United States 
at the time of his appointment, and if so, the date and 
ainount of said defalcation, and whether he has sinee 
proved a public defaulter, and if so, the date and amount of 
said defaleation, and whether he has changed or altered 
postage stamps on foreign letters, or charged improper post 
age on them, and if so, to what amount, or been guilty of 
any other misteasance in office, and if so, what, and the 
evidence of the same obtained upon or by special investi 
gation or otherwise. 


Mr. PHELPS. Unless the resolution goes to 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads, 
I shall object. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. I reckon the ren- 
tleman cannot take the floor from me. 

Mr. PHELPS. Debate is not in order. 

The SPEAKER. No debate is in order. The 
question is on the reference of the resolution. 

Mr. REAGAN. 1 desire to ask a question of 
the gentleman from Illinois. 

Mr. PHELPS. Debate is not in order. 

Mr. REAGAN. Ido not want to debate. 

Mr. PHELPS. The motion is to refer the res- 
olution to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. 
word 

Mr. RUST. I object, as debate is not in order. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. I merely want to 
say that I am willing the resolution should go to 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 
Gentlemen seem to think that we have no busi- 
ness to call for information with regard to the con- 
duct of public functionaries; but that is a busi- 
ness which I intend to pursue. 

M r. PHELPS. l object to de bate. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Illinois 
is out of order. 


Mr. MORRIS, of Lllinois. Let gentlemen call 


I want to say a 
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it by what name they please. I ask for informa- 

tion in regard té the removals, appointments, and 

defalcations of public officials. 
The resolution was referred to the Committee 


on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


BANKING HOUSES IN THE DISTRICT. 


Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois, also offered the fol- 


lowing resolution; which was read, considered, 
and wre d to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in 
structed to inquire into and report to this House by what 
authority the several banking houses and certain insurance 
companies are engaged ina banking and brokerage busi 
vess in the District of Columbia; and whether any addi 
tional law is necessary tor their regulation or suppression. 


ABOLITION OF ARMORIES AND NAVY-YARDS. 
Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois, also offered the fol- 


lowing resolution: 

Resolved, ‘That a sclect committee of five be appointed 
to inquire into and report to the House, whether, in their 
opinion, it will be proper to abolish the armories and navy 
yards of the United States, subject to proper safeguards and 
restrictions, and leave the construction and repair of our 
vessels and the manutacture of cannon, fire-arms, and other 
instruments or weapons of defense, to private enterprise. 


Mr. CURTIS. I move that the resolution bx 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Asit refers to n iwy-vards, 
I move that it-be referred to the Committee on 
Expenditures in the Navy Department. 

Mr. FLORENCE. In my judgment, the res- 


olution has nothing todo with that committee. I 
think it had better go to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. That is the natural direction of the res- 
olution, It should go there, if it goes anywhere. 


"The res olution cont mplates two purposes, ] 
a division of the question, Let the matter 
of the abohtion of thi 


armories go to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs, and that of the aboli- 
tron of the navy-yards to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. 

Mr. CURTIS. It refers to armories; and | 
trustit will be referred to the Committee on Mil- 
itary A fluirs. 

Mr. FLORENCE. 
divided. Let as much of itas refers to the abo- 
lition of navy-yards be referred to the Committee 
on Naval Affairs, and as much of it as refers to 
the abolition of armories be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

‘he resolution was so referred. 


COLONEL WILLIAM GATES. 
Mr. FARNSWORTH introduced a bill to au- 


thorize the Secretary of the Treasury to settle the | 


accounts of Colonel William Gates; which was 
read a first and second time, and referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 


JOUN DIXON. 


Mr. FARNSWORTH also introduced a bill | 


granting a Jand warrant of one hundred and sixty 
acres of land to John Dixon, of Dixon’s Ferry, 
Iilinois; which was read a first and second time. 


Mr. FARNSWORTH moved its reference to | 


the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. It should be referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Well, let it take that 
reference. [am not particular. 

The bill was referred to the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands. 

HARBOR AT CHICAGO. 


Mr. FARNSWORTH also introduced a bill 
making an appropriation to protect and repair the 
harbor at Chicago, Hlinois; which was read a first 
and second time, and referred to the Committee 
on Commerce, 


PACIFIC RAILROAD. 


Mr. FARNSWORTH also introduced a bill to 
provide for the transporation of the mails and all 
other Government service, by railroad, from the 
Atlantic States to the Pacific; which was read a 
first and second time. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I would like to have 
the bill referred to a select committee. I was not 
in the House yesterday; but understand that the 
subject was presented to the House, and that it 
was determined by the Chair that a motion to re- 
fer a bill of this kind to a select committee was in 
order. 

Mr. CURTIS. I move that it be referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. That is the 


L hope the question will be | 


directton which was given to the other bills on the 
same subject, introduced yesterday. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. If it is not to be re- 
fe rred toa select committee, I prefer its reference 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 


| Roads, as it contemplates providing for carrying 


the mails. 
The bill was referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. 


ANNEXATION OF THE BRITISH PROVINCES. 
Mr. FARNSWORTH submitted the following 


resolution; which was read, and referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Foreign Affairs be re- 
quested to inquire into the expediency of setting on foot 
measures for acquiring the Canadas, and all the other ter- 
ritory known as British North America, and that they re- 
port by bill or otherwise. 

PROGRESS OF THE USEFUL ARTS. 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois, introduced a bill 
in addition to ** An act to promote the progress of 
the useful arts;’’ which was read a first and second 
time, and referred to the Committee on Patents. 

DEFALCATIONS IN ILLINOIS. 


Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois, submitted the 
following resolution; which was read, considered, 
and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Seeretary of the Treasury be directed 
to inform this House whether or not there be any defalea 
tion of the collectors of customs in the State of Illinois in 
the payment over of Government moneys by them col 
lected, and if so, to state the names of such officers, and 
the amount of such detaleation. 

JOSEPH W. HILTON. 

Mr. FOUKE introduced a bill for the relief of 
Joseph W. Hilton; which was read a first and 
second time, and referred to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 

IMPROVEMENT OF HARBORS AND RIVERS. 
r \ + "re o . . ° 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, introduced a 
bill making appropriations for the improvement of 
certain harbors and rivers; which was read a first 
and second time, and referred to the Committee 
on Commerce. 

STEAMBOAT PASSENGER BILL. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, also intro- 


duced a bill further to provide for the safety of | 


assengers in vessels propelled in whole or in part 


yy steam; which was read a first and second time, | 


and referred to the Committee on Commerce. 
* 
REPRESENTATIVES OF D. G. BATES. 
Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, also intro- 


duced a bill for the relief of the legal representa- 
tives of David G. Bates; which was read a first 


and second ime, and referred to the Committce 


of Claims. 
DUTY ON LEAD. 
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of Cuba ought to be acquired and incorporated within the 
jurisdiction of the United States, if the same can be done 
on terms honorable and satisfactory to the Governments of 
Spain and the United States. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, submitted the | 


following resolution; which was read, considered, 
and agreed to: 
Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be 


instructed to inquire into the expediency of reporting a bill | 


imposing a duty on lead of three cents per pound. 


RIGHTS OF CITIZENSIITP. 


Mr. McCLERNAND submitted the follow- | 


ing resolution; which was read, considered, and | 


agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be di 
rected to inquire if any and what further legislation by Con 
gress may be proper to define what acts shall or shall not 
work expatiiation or_severance of allegiance of citizens ot 
the United States; and also whether ; rovision by law ought 
to be made for reinvesting with citizenship such persons 
born in the United States as may have assumed allegiance 
or citizenship to any foreign Government; and also whether 
provision by law ought to be made to vindicate the exemp- 
tion of naturalized citizens of the United States from the 
claim of other Governments of the right to enforce against 
such citizens the obligations of a prior and different alle- 
giance. 

JUDICIAL DISTRICT IN ILLINOIS. 


Mr. McCLERNAND introduced a bill to at- 


tach the counties of Peoria, Woodford, Living- 


| ston, Iroquois, and Marshall, in the State of Ilh- 


nois, to the southern judicial district in said State ; 


which was read a first and second time, and re- | 


ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
ACQUISITION OF CUBA. 
Mr. McCLERNAND. 


resolution: 
Resolved hy the Senate and House of Representatives, 


I offer the following 


That it is the deliberate sense of Congress that the Island | 
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I should like to have a vote upon that resolu- 
tion. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I move that the resolution 
be referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

The motion was agreed to. 


EX-MEMBERS OF CONGRESS. 
Mr. McCLERNAND. 


resolution: 

Resolved, That this House deprecates the example which 
has of late years obtained by the practice of the subordinate 
officers of this House of appointing ex-members of Con 
gress to inferior places within their gift, as derogatory to 
the dignity of the House, and calculated to impair its influ- 
ence with the country. 

Mr. CURTIS. I move that that resolution be 
referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 

The motion was agreed to. 


I offer the following 


LAND CLAIMS IN MISSOURT. 
Mr. NOELL introduced a bill to confirm cer- 


tain private land claims in the State of Missouri; 
which was read a first and second time, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Private Land Claims 


LAND GRANT. 


Mr. NOELL also introduced a bill to grant cer- 
tain public lands to the State of Missouri; which 
was read a first and second time, and referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands. 

NEW ARMORY. 

Mr. NOELL also introduced a bill to establish 
a national armory west of the Mississippi river; 
which was read a first and second time, and re, 
ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

HARBOR OF CAPE GIRARDEAU. 

Mr. NOELL also introduced a bill authorizing 
an examination and survey of the harbor of Cape 
Girardeau, in the State of Missouri; which was 
read a first and second time, and referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 


RAILROAD GRANTS. 


Mr. CRAIG, of Missouri, introduced a bill to 
authorize and aid in the construction of a railroad 
from the Missouri river to the forks of the Platte 
river; which was read a first and second time, 
and referred to the Committee on Publie Lands. 

Mr. CRAIG, of Missouri, also introduced a 
bill granting to the Territory of Kansasa portion 
of the public lands, to aid in the construction of 
a railroad from the town of Elwood to the town 
of Maryville, in said Territory; which was read 
a first and second time, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 


IMPROVEMENT OF THE Sbrer MISSOURI. 


Mr. CRAIG, of Missouri, also introduced a 
bill for the improvement of the Upper Missouri 
river; which was read a first and second time. 

Mr. CRAIG, of Missouri, moved to refer the 
bill to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. CURTIS. I think that bill ought to go to 
the Committee on Commerce. : ; 

Mr. CRAIG, of Missouri. No, sir. The Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs is the proper commit- 
tee. 

The bill was referred to the Committee on Mii- 
itary Affairs. 


SEMI-WEEKLY MAIL TO CALIFORNIA. 
Mr. CRAIG, of Missouri, submitted the fol- 


lowing resolution; which, by unanimous consent, 


| was considered, and agreed: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Fost Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of es- 
tablishing a semi-weekly mail from St. Joseph, Missouri, 
via Forts Kearny and Laramie, Salt Lake City, and Pla- 
eerville, to Sacramento City, California, through in sixteen 
days; with leave to report by bill, or otherwise. 


DUTIES ON IMPORTS. 


Mr. CRAIG, of Missouri, also introduced a 
joint resolution reviving the act entitled ** An Act 
reducing the duties on imports, and for other pur- 
poses,’’ approved July 30, 1846; which was read 
a first and second time, and referred to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means. 


MRS. FERGUSON SMITH. 


Mr. CRAIG, of Missouri, also introduced a bill 
for the relief of Mrs. Ferguson Smith; which was 
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read a first and second time, and referred to the 
Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 


CONSOLIDATED LAND OFFICES. 
Mr. CLARK, of Missouri, introduced a bill 


making a further provision in relation to consol- 
idated land offices; which was read a first and 
second time, and referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 

SUBLETTE CUT-OFF MASSACRE. 

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri, also introduced a 
bill for the relief of the survivors of the Sublette 
Cut-off massacre, on the 24th of July, 1859, for 
the loss of property sustained by them at the 


time, and for the payment to certain persons of 
the expenses incurred by them in sending those | 


who were survivors to their homes in Missour!; 


which was read a first and second time, and re- | 


ferred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 


BENTON’S ABRIDGEMENT. 


Mr. CLARK, of Missouri, submitted the fol- |! 


lowing resolution; which was, by unanimous con- 
sent, considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That\the Committee on the Library be in 
structed to inquire into the expediency of providing a suf 
ficient number of the Abridgement of the Debates of Con 
gress, by Thomas H. Benton, to supply each member and 
Delegate of the House with one copy of said work, to be 
returned by them to the Librarian of the House, at the 
close of the session, in the same manner as the Statutes at 
Large now are. 

POST ROUTE IN MISSOURI. 

Mr. PHELPS submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which, by unanimous consent, was consid- 
ered and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and || 
Post Roads is hereby instructed to inquire into the expe- | 
diency of establishing a post route from Ozark, Missouri, | 


to Batesville Creek. 
ESTABLISHMENT OF A MILITARY POST. 


Mr. PHELPS also introduced a bill making an 


appropriation for the establishment of a military 
post; which was read a first and second time, and 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


CALIFORNIA TELEGRAPH. 


Mr. PHELPS also introduced a bill to facili- | 


tate communication between the valley of the 
Mississippi river and San Francisco by electric 
telegraph; which was read a first and second time, 
and referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. 


OSAGE HOSTILITIES. 
Mr. PHELPS also introduced a bill to pay to 


‘ + . ° ° j 
the Staté of Missouri the amount expended by | 


said State in repelling the invasion of the Osage 
Indians; which was read a first and second time, 
and referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


KANSAS RAILROAD GRANT. 


Mr. WOODSON introduced a bill granting | 


lands to the Territory of Kansas in alternate sec- 
tions, to aid in the construction of railroads 
therein named, and for other purposes; which was 
read a first and second time, and referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 


REMOVAL OF THE ST. LOUIS ARSENAL. 


Mr. BARRETT introduced a bill to remove the 
United States arsenal from typ city of St. Louis, 


and to establish the same, together with a national || 


armory, at Jefferson Barracks; which was reada 
first and second time, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

ST. LOUIS ASSAY OFFICE. 


_ Mr. BARRETT also introduced a bill to estab- 
lish an assay office in St. Louis, State of Missouri; 
which was read a first and second time, and re- 
ferred to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

ADOLPHE REINARD. 

Mr. BARRETT also introduced a bill for the 
relief of Adolphe Reinard, of St. Louis, Missouri; 
which was read a first and second time, and re- 
ferred to the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. Do I understand 
that all these bills are ordered to be printed? 

The SPEAKER. No bills are ordered to be 
printed, unless there is a special order to that 
effect. 

ST. LOUIS CUSTOM-HOUSE, ETC. 
Mr. BARRETT submitted the following reso- 
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| lution; which, by unanimous consent, was -con- 
| sidered and agreed to: 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he 
is hereby, instructed to communicate to this House the 
amount of money now due for the completion, fitting up, 
and furnishing the St. Louis custom-house, and for which 
what further appropriation is necessary. 

UNITED STATES COURTS IN ARKANSAS. 

Mr. RUST introduced a bill concerning the 
courts of the United States in the district of Ar- 
kansas; which was read a first and second time 
by its title, and referred to the Committee on the 

Judiciary. 
| RED RIVER RAFT. 

Mr. RUST also introduced a joint resolution 
civing the assent of Congress to certain 
passed by the Legislatures of the States of Lou- 
isiana and Arkansas in relation to the Red river 
raft, &c.; which was read a first and second time 
by its title. 

Mr. RUST. AsI believe the incprporators in 
those acts propose to constructa canal from above 

! . > > *, 
to below that Red river raft, | move that the bill 
be referred to the Committee on Roads and Ca- 
nals, 

The motion was agreed to. 


INDIAN INTERCOURSE LAW. 
Mr. HINDMAN introduced the following res- 


olution; which was read, considered, and agreed to: 


acts 


Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs be in 
structed to inquire into the expediency of so amending the 
law regulating intercourse with the Indian tribes as to allow 

| the transportation of vinous and spiritous liquors through 
| the Indian country. 
LANDS FOR EDUCATIONAL PURPOSES. 

Mr. HINDMAN also introduced the follow- 
ing resolution; which was read, considered, and 
agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in 
structed to inquire into the expediency of granting to the 
State of Arkansas, for educational purposes, the United 
States arsenal and grounds at Little Rock, and also so much 
of the military reserve at Fort Smith as may not be neces 
sary for the military uses of the Governm: nt. 


REDUCTION OF THE PRICE OF PUBLIC LANDS. 
Mr. HINDMAN also introduced the following 


| resolution; which was read, considered, and agreed 
to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands be in 
structed to inquire intothe expediency of reducing totwen 
ty-five cents per acre, in favor of actual settlers, the price of 
the lands of the United States that have been offered for 


sale over ten years. 
| RAILROAD RESERVES. 
| Mr. HINDMAN also introduced the following 


resolution; which was read, considered, and agreed 
to: 
Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands be in 


structed to inquire into the expediency of confirming to | 


actual settlers, at the graduated price, land entries made by 
them in good taith for actual settlement, or for the use ot 
adjoining farms within railroad Surveys. 


BUILDINGS FOR COURT-HOUSE, ETC. 
Mr. HINDMAN also introduced the follow- 


|| ing resolution; which was read, considered, and 


| agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Judiciary Committee be instructed to 
inquire into the expediency of making an appropriation for 
the construction of suitable buildings for the use of the 
courts of the United States, the post office, and other pub- 
lic offices, at Little Rock, Arkansas. 


| UNIVERSITY LANDS IN MICHIGAN. 


| Mr. LEACH, of Michigan, introduced a bill 


|| authorizing the government of the State of Mich- 
| 
| 


igan to select certain university lands due said 
State, under an act entitled ‘* An act concerning a 
seminary of learning in the Territory of Mich- 
igan,’’ approved May 20, 1826; which was read 
a first and second time by its title, and referred to 


|| the Comniittee on Public Lands. 


LIGHT-HOUSE AT MANISTEE RIVER. 

Mr. LEACH, of Michigan, also introduced a 
bill making an appropriation for the construction 
of a light-house at the mouth of Manistee river, 
in the State of Michigan; which was read a first 

, and second time by its title, and referred to the 


|| Committee on Commerce. 


WEST MARQUETTE LIGHT-HOUSE. 

Mr. LEACH, of Michigan, also introduced a 
| bill making an appropriation for the construction 
| of a light-house at West oe in the State 
| of Michigan; which was read a first and second 
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time by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 
IMPROVEMENT OF SAGINAW RIVER, 

Mr. LEACH, of Michigan, also introduced a 
bill making an appropriation for the improvement 
of the Saginaw river, in the State of Michigan; 
which was read a first and second time by its 
title, and referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

ILARBOR OF MARQUETTE. 

Mr. LEACH, of Michigan, also introduced a 
bill making an appropriation for the improvement 

: 4 
of the harbor at Marquette, Michigan; which was 
read a first and second time by its title, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce. 
LIGHT-HOUSE NEAR JAUARS CITY, MICHIGAN. 

Mr. LEACH, of Michigan, also introduced a 
bill making an appropriation for the construction 
of a light-house at or near Jauars City, in the 
State of Michigan: which was read a first and 
second time by its tide,and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 


IMPROVEMENT OF ONTONAGON HARBOR, 
Mr. LEACH, of Michigan, also introduced a 


bill making an appropriation for the improvement 
of the harbor at Ontonagon, in the State of Mich- 
igan; which was read a first and second time by 
its title, and referred to the Committee on Com- 
merece. 

MARINE UOSPITAL IN FLORIDA. 


Mr. HAWKINS introduced a bill for the eree- 
tion of a marine hospital at Appalachicola, Flor 
ida; which was read a first and second time, and 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 


COURT-HOUSE AT APPALACIIICOLA, FLORIDA, 
Mr. HAWKINS also introduced a bill for the 


erection of a custom-house, court-house, and post 
office, at Appalachicola, Florida; which was read 
a first and second time by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on Commerce. 

REGIMENT OF MOUNTED VOLUNTEERS. 

Mr. REAGAN introduced a bill’ making ap- 
propriations for the support of the regiment of 
mounted volunteers, which the President of the 
United States is authorized to receive into the ser- 
vice of the United States for the defense and pro- 
tection of the frontier of the State of Texas, by 
the act of Congress of April 7, 1859; which was 
read a first and second time by its title, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs, 

REIMBURSEMENT OF MONEYS TO TEXAS. 

Mr. REAGAN also introduced a bill making 
an appropriation to reimburse the State of Texas 
for moneys heretofore paid out by that State to 
secure the defense and protection of its frontier; 
which was read a first and second time by its title, 
and referred tothe Committee on Military Affairs. 

PORT OF ENTRY AT SABINE, TEXAS 

Mr. REAGAN also introduced a bill to estab- 
lish a port of entry at Sabine Pass, in the State of 
Texas; which was read a first and second time, 
and referred to the Committee on Commerce. 


IMPROVEMENT AT SABINE BAY. 
Mr. REAGAN also introduced a bill for deep- 


ening and improving the channel on the bar at the 
entrance of Sabine Bay, and for improving the 
port a® Sabine Pass, in the State of Texas; which 
was read a first and second time, and referred to 
the Committee on Commerce. 


JUDICIAL DISTRICTS IN TEXAS. 


Mr. REAGAN also introduced a bill to amend 
an act entitled ‘*An act to divide the State of Texas 
into two judicial districts;’’ which was read a first 
and second time, and referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

DIRECT TAXATION. 
Mr. HAMILTON introduced the following res- 


olution: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of repealing the 
existing revenue laws, and of providing tur the support of 
the Government by direct taxation; and that they report by 
bill or otherwise. 

The SPEAKER. The resolution will be con- 
sidered as agreed to, if there be no objection. 


Mr. GROW. No, sir; I move that it be re- 


| ferred to the Committee of Ways and Means. 
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The SPEAKER. The Chair will state, that 
where resolutionsare introduced, if no objection is 
mad . they will be consider d as passe d. Each 
re solution must be obj ected to sé parately. 

Mr. GROW. [think the Chair misapprehends 
the resolution under which we are acting. The 
special order provides that all bills and resolutions 
shall be referred, unless general consent be given 
to other disposition of them. If gentlemen want 
to put them upon their passage they must rive 
nouce of their wish, and a single objection will 
prevent such disposal of them. The special order 
particularly directs that they shall be referred. 

The resolution was referred to the Committee 


of Ways and Means. 
COLLECTION DISTRICTS IN TEXAS. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOB 


E. February 16, 


Mr. CURTIS. We ought have benches alone, Mr. VANDEVER. I have no objection to 


or desks alone; not both. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Iowa 
will move the reference of his resolution or with- 
draw it. Debate is not in order. 

Mr. CURTIS. Then I move that it be referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands. [Laughter.]} 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. Is it not always 
in order to ask for the execution of the order of 
the House ? 

Mr. HOUSTON. I would suggest to the gen- | 
tleman from Iowa, that he should refer that reso- 
lution to the Committee of Elections, for then it | 
can be reported back at any moment. The Com- 


| mittee of Elections have a right to report at any 


Mr. HAMILTON also introduced a bill to create | 


certain collection districts in the State of Texas; 


which was read a first and second time, and re- || 


ferred to the Committee on Commerce. 
NAVY-YARDS. | 

Mr. CURTIS. At the request of the gentle- 
man from Ohio, [Mr. Suerman,] I ask leave to 
introduce a billin regard to navy-yards. I ask the 
Clerk to read the title from the book I send to 
him. 

The Clerk read the following from the printed | 
Journal of the House: 

“A bill regulating navy-yards, and for other purposes.”’ 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would suggest to 


the gentleman from Iowa that he cannot reporta || 


bill from the Journal. 

Mr. CURTIS. I want the bill referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 

The SPEAKER. 
up no bill. 

Mr. FLGRENCE. And no notice of such a 
bill has been given, as require d by the rules. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I will furnish a printed bill 
in five minutes; and there will be no dhiottion. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I onlv want it all right. 


Mr. PHELPS. The Legislature of New York, || “ five,’’ as the number of the committee upon the 


I believe, has adopted a rule, or has countenanced 
the practice,-of introducing bills by sending in a | 

blank paper indorsed with the title of a bill, and 
allowing the bill to be inserted afterwards. This | 
ig approaching very near that practice, and I hope 

it will not be allowed. 

The SPEAKER. There is no bill presented. 
Mr. FLORENCE. The gentleman can intro- | 
duce the bill some other day. 
Mr. CURTIS. I-see no objection toa reference | 
of the book and all. [{Laughter.] 
RETIRING SUPERANNUATED OFFICERS. 
Mr. CURTIS introduced a bill for retiring | 
superannuated officers of the Army; which was | 
read a first and second time, and referred to the | 
Committee on Military Affairs. 
PACIFIC RAILROAD. 
Mr. CURTIS also introduced a bill to secure | 

the construction of a Pacific railroad; which was 
read a first and second time, and referred to the | 
Committee on Military Affairs. | 


LANDS TO ACTUAL SETTLERS. 


Mr. CURTIS also introduced a bill to stop the | 
sale of all the public lands except to actual set- | 
tlers,and extending for six years the time of pay- | 
ment by preémptors; which was read a first and | 
second time, and referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 

PREEMPTION. 

Mr. CURTIS also introduced a bill granting 
weémptions to settlers in the regions of the Rocky 
Mountain gold mines; which was read a first and 
second time, and referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 

DESKS IN THE HALL. 

Mr. CURTIS also introduced the following 
resolution: 

Resolved, That the Doorkeeper be instructed to remove 
from the floor of the Hall all the desks. 


Mr. CURTIS. I ask to put that resolution 


upon its passage. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I ebject. 





Mr. LOVEJOY. | hope it will be put upon its || 


1} 


yassage. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I wish to amend that res- | 
olution, by providing for the removal of all the 
benches. 





Jut the gentleman has sent || 


| 
| 


|| bate. 


|| Missouri river railroad; which was read a first 
|] 








if the resolution can be acted upon without de- | 


time. 


The resolution was referred to the Committee | 
on Public Lands. 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

A message was here received from the Senate, 
by Assury Dickins, their Secretary, informing 
the House that the Senate had passed a joint res- 
olution for the appointment of a committee of 
three, to act in concert with such committee as | 
may be appointed upon the part of the House of 

tepresentatives, for making suitable arrangements 

for the inauguration of the equestrian statue of 
General Washington, on the 22d of February, and 
that the Senate had appointed upon their part, 
Messrs. Hammonp, Hunrer, and Hamuin. 

Mr. KEITT. I ask the unanimous consent of 
the House to take up the resolution of the Senate, | 
and pass it. 

Mr. VANDEVER. I object. 

Mr. KEITT. It will consume but a few mo- 
ments. 


Mr. VANDEVER. I withdraw my objection, 


By unanimous consent, the joint resolution was 
taken from the table, and read. 


Mr. KEITT. I move to fill the blank with’ 


part of the House. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The joint resolution was then agreed to. 

The SPEAKER subsequently appointed, as 
such committee upon the part of the House, | 
Messrs. Keitr, Train, Garnett, Aprarn, and 
Wesster. 


PREEMPTION TO A RAILROAD. 


Mr. VANDEVER introduced a bill granting 
a preémption to the State of Iowa, to aid in the 
construction of the Macgregor, Saint Peters, and 


and second time, and referred to the Committee 
on Public Lands. 


RAILROAD GRANT. 





that reference. 
The bill was referred to the Committee on Ter- 
ritories, 
REGULATION OF NAVY-YARDS. 


Mr. CURTIS introduced a bill to reculate ar 
yards, and for other purposes; which was reada 
first and second time. and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Naval Affairs. 
SWAMP AND OVERFLOWED LANDS. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin, introduced 
a bill authorizing the State of Wisconsin to select 
swamp and overflowed lands within said State; 
which was read a first and second time, and re- 


| ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. 


SALE OF PUBLIC LANDS IN WISCONSIN. 
Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin, also intro- 


| duced a bill authorizing the proper accounting 


officers of the United States Treasury to auditand 


| pay over to the State of Wisconsin five per cent. 


of the proceeds of the sales of the public lands 
within the said State; which was read a first and 


| second time, and referred to the Committee on 


|| Public Lands. 


ANSON DART. 


Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin, also intro- 
duced a bill for the relief of Anson Dart; which 


| was read a first and second tinie, and referred to 


Mr. VANDEVERalso introduced a bill mak- | 


ing a grant of land to the State of Iowa, in alter- || 


nate sections, to aid in the construction of a rail- 
road in said State; which was read a first and 
second time, and referred to the Committee on | 
Public Lands. 


| 
BOUNDARIES OF IOWA. | 
| 


Mr. VANDEVER also introduced a bill to ex- | 
tend the northern and western boundaries of the | 
State of lowa to the Missouri river; which was 
read a first and second time, and referred to the | 
Committee on Public Lands. 


| 
D. R. CROCKER. | 


Mr. VANDEVER also introduced a bill for | 
the relief of D. R. Crocker; which was read a 
first and second time, and referred to the Com- | 
mittee of Claims. 
JAMES B. THOMAS. ~ 


Mr. VANDEVER also introduced a bill for’ 
the relief of James B. Thomas; which was read 
a first and second time, and referred to the Com- 
mittee of Claims. 

i 


IOWA BOUNDARIES—-CHANGE OF REFERENCE. 


Mr. GROW. The bill just referred to the Com- | 
mittee on Public Lands, to change the boundary | 
lines of the State of Iowa, has nothing in the 
world to do with the business of that committee. 
I move that the reference be reconsidered, and 
that the bill be referred to the Committee on Ter- 
ritories. 


the Committee on Indian Affairs. 
HARBOR AT KENOSHA. 
Mr. POTTER introduced a bill making an ap- 


propriation for the protection and preservation of 
the harborat Kenosha, on Lake Michigan; which 


|| was read a first and second time, and referred to 


the Committee on Commerce. 
HARBOR AT RACINE. 
Mr. POTTER also introduced a bill making 


appropriation for the protection and preservation 
of the Sas at Racine,on Lake Michigan; which 
was read a first and second time, and referred to 
the Committee on Commerce. 


HARBOR AT MILWAUKEE. 


Mr. POTTER aiso introduced a bill making 
an appropriation for the protection and preserva- 
tion of the harbor at Milwaukee, on Lake Michi- 
gan; which was read a first and second time, and 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

- PACIFIC RAILROAD. 

Mr. SCOTT introduced a bill to establish a 
communication by railroad and telegraph between 
the Atlantic States and California, and for other 
purposes; which was read a first and second time. 

Mr. CURTIS. I move its reference to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. SCOTT. Ihave the floor. I move that 
the bill be referred to a select committee of fifteen. 

Mr. CURTIS. I move that it be referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 

The question was taken on Mr. Curtis’s mo- 
tion, and, it was agreed to. 


CHARLES M’CORMICK. 


Mr. SCOTT presented the memorial of Charles 
McCormick, assistant surgeon of the United States 
Army, asking to be allowed commissions on cer- 
tain moneys disbugsed by him at New Orleans 
during the Mexican war; which was referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 


M FARLAND AND DOWNING. 


Mr. SCOTT also presented the petition of Mc- 
Farland & Downing, praying that the amount due 
them, for rent of their house in Los Angeles, 
California, occupied by the United States court 
from the 27th of October, 1854, to 5th of August, 
1856, under contracts with the United States mar- 
shal of that district, be paid; which was referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 


STEAMBOAT INSPECTIONS ON THE PACIFIC. 
Mr. BURCH offered the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be in- 
structed to inquire into the necessity and propriety of cre- 
ating on the Pacific coast, including California and Cregon, 
a steamboat and steam-boiler inspection district, with a 
superintendency at San Francisco, and inspectors at the 
city of San Francisco, California, and Portland, in Oregon. 


Mr. STOUT. I suggest an amendment to the 


gee from California. It is to insert also the 
erritory of Washington. 
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Mr. BURCH... I have no objection. 
The modification was made; and the resolution 
was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 


PORTS OF ENTRY AND DELIVERY IN CALIFORNIA. | 


Mr. BURCH also offered the following reso- 


lution; which was read, considered, and agreed to: | 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency and necessity of creating on 
the California coast a northern district for the collection ot 
customs, and the propriety of making Eureka, Humboldt 
bay, a port of entry, and the ports of Trinidad and Crescent 
city, ports of delivery, within said district. 


- PORTS ON THE PACIFIC. 


Mr. BURCH also introduced the following 


resolution; which was read, considered,and agreed 
to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instruct- 
ed to inquire into the necessity for the construction of 
breakwaters at, and otherwise improving the ports of Trin 
idad and Crescent city, in the State of California; also, into 
the necessity for the erection of light-houses, beacons, 
lights, and fog-bells, at appropriate and needful points along 
the Pacific coast, from San Francisco bay to Portland. 


INDIAN HOSTILITIES IN CALIFORNIA. 


Mr. BURCH submitted the following resolu- 
tions; which were read and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs: 

Resolved, That the Military Committee be instructed to 
inquire into the expediency of reimbursing the citizens of 
the State of California, for services rendered and supplies 
furnished in the suppression of Indian hostilities; as also, 
for spoliations by Indians prior to the year 1858. 


Resolved, ‘That the Military Committee be instructed to | 
report a bill repaying to the State of California the sum or | 
$52,527 85, being the amount appropriated and expended || 


from the treasury of said State by the act of April 16, 1859, 


for the suppression of Indian hestilities in 1858-59, in the |} 


counties of Humboldt and Klamath. 
MAIL SERVICE TO CALIFORNIA. 


Mr. BURCH submitted the following resolu- 
lution; which was referred to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Rohds: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and | 


Post Roads be instructed todnquire into the expediency and 
necessity of placing semi-weekly mail service on the mail 
route via Salt Lake city, by St. Joseph, Missouri, to Placer 
ville, California. 
LAND GRANT TO CALIFORNIA. 
Mr. BURCH introduced a bill a bill granting to 


the State of California public lands within the | 


limits of said State, to aid in the construction of 
railroads therein; which was read a first and sec- 


ond time, and referred to the Committee on Public | 


Lands. 
Mr. BURCH also presented concurrent resolu- 


tions of the Legislature of the State of California, | 
asking a donation of land for railroad purposes; | 


which re®eived the same referenee. 
EQUALIZATION OF POSTAGE. 


Mr. BURCH also introduced a bill to equalize | 


the rates of postage; which was read a first and | 


second time, and referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. 


RICHARD CHENERY. 


Mr. BURCH also introduced a bill for the re- | 
lief of Richard Chenery; which was read a first | 
and second time, and referred to the Committee | 


on Indian Affairs. 
TOWN OF UNION, CALIFORNIA. 


Mr. BURCH also introduced a bill to author- | 


ize the trustees of the town of Union, in the State 
of California, to enter the town site of said town; 


which was read a first and second time, and re- | 


ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. 


PACIFIC RAILROAD. 


Mr. BURCH. I now desire to present the me- 
morial of the Pacific railroad convention, and a 
bill drawn in accordance with that memorial. It 
will be remembered by the House that I proposed, 
the other day, to have it referred to a select com- 
mittee of nine; and I hope that it will be so re- 
ferred at this time. 

Mr. CURTIS. I rise to a point of order. De- 
bate is out of order. 

Mr. BURCH. I believe the Speaker has de- 
cided that a motion to refer a bill to a select com- 
mittee is in order, under this resolution. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore, (Mr. Stanton in 
the chair.) Debate is not in order. 

Mr. BURCH. 1am not debating. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman 
from Iowa has raised the point of order. 

Mr. CURTIS. The matter is not debztable. 








I move that the bill be referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The bill has not 

yet been presented. 

Mr. BURCil. | hope that, if the bill is not to 
be referred to a select committee, the gentleman 
from lowa will do me the courtesy to allow me 
to select the standing committee which shall have 
charge of it. 1 now introduce the bill. 

The bill for the purpose of aiding in the con- 
struction of a line of railroad across that portion 
of the public domain lying between the Missis- 
|| Sippi river and the eastern boundary of the State 

of California, was read a first and second time. 
Mr. BURCH. Now, if the gentleman from 
| lowa objects to my making the motion to refer 
the bill to a special committee—— 

Mr. CURTIS. I do not object. I 
right to do so. 

Mr. BURCH. But I understand that he in- 
tends to move to refer the bill to a standing com- 
mittee. 

Mr. CURTIS. I have made the same motion 
which I have now made in regard to all similar 
bills. 

Mr. BURCH. I wish to know what motion 
|| the gentleman intends to submit? 
| Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I would ask 
ithe gentleman from California if this memorial 
|| represents the views of the convention held at San 
|| Francisco ? 

Mr. BURCH. It does, sir; and the bill which 
I present is in accordance with that memorial. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. It is? 

Mr. BURCH. As I stated a few days ago, it 
emanates from representatives of two States and 
one Territory upon the Pacific coast. 

Mr. CURTIS. 

I object to discussion. 
|| The SPEAKER pro tempore. The subject is 
|| not debatable, but the gentleman from California 
has a right to move the reference of the bill, and 
no other gentleman can move its reference until 
he has made his motion, and yielded the floor. 

Mr. BURCH. I move, then, that the bill be 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads, objection being made upon the other 
side of the House to its reference to a special 
committee. 

Mr. COBB. ILhope the gentleman will with- 
draw that motion, and allow the bill to go to the 
Committee on Public Lands. I knowehat it will 
be in the hands of its friends there, and I move 
that it be referred to that committee. 

Mr. CURTIS. I move that the bill be referred 
|| to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


have no 


|| first be taken on the motion of the gentleman from 
|| lowa, as an amendment to the motion of the gen- 
tleman from Alabama. 

Mr. BURCH. The gentleman from Iowa made 
his motion first, and I moved to amend it. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman 
from Iowa had not the floor at that time to make 
the motion. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. The gentle- 
man from California, I understand, presents the 

| memorial of the San Francisco convention,and a 
|| bill drawn up in conformity with that memorial; 
| and now he asks that it be referred to a special 
committee. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. 
not debatable. 

The question was taken on Mr. Curtis’s mo- 
tion to refer the bill to the Committee on Military 
Affairs, and it was disagreed to. 

The question recurred upon Mr. Cosps’s mo- 
| tion to refer the bill to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. DoI under- 
stand that the gentleman from California has 
| moved to refer the bill to a special committee? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. No, sir; he moves 

that it be referred to the ioiniinies on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Let me ask the gentleman 
from California what committee he wishes ‘he bill 
referred to? 

Mr. BURCH. I would prefer that it should go 
to aspecial committee; but I have moved that it be 


The question is 


Post Roads. 
Mr. SHERMAN. Then I hope it will be re- 
| ferred to that committee. 


I rise to a question of order. 
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|| . The SPEAKER pro tempore. The question will 


referred to the Committee on the Post Office and | 


| | 
| 
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The question was taken on Mr. Cops’s motion, 


' and it was disagreed to. 


The question recurred on Mr. Burcu’s motion 
that the bill be referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. SCOTT. I want to ask the Chair a ques- 
tion. Is it in order to refer the bill of my col- 
league, or the bill that I have introduced, or the 
bill that the gentleman from lowa has introduced, 
to a select committee? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. 
undoubtedly. 

Mr. SCOTT. So far as this matter is con- 
cerned, my recollection may not serve me aright; 
but in the Thirty-Fourth Congress 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The subject is 
not debatable. It is in tin a to move the refer- 
ence of the bill to a select committee. 

Mr. SCOTT. I merely asked the question of 
the gentleman. 

Mr. BURCH. I will now, if I have it in my 
power, withdraw the motion to refer to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads, and 
move to refer it to a select committee of nine. 

Mr. GROW. [rise to a privileged question, 
I voted against the motion to refer the bill to the 
Committee on Military Affairs with the under- 
standing that it was the wish of the gentleman 
from California to have it referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. I move 
to reconsider the vote by which the House refused 
to send it to the Committee on Military Affairs 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of HLllinois. 1 move to 
lay that motion on the table. 

The motion was not agreed to, 

The question then recurred on gre motion to 
reconsider. 

Mr.SCOTT. My object, I will say to the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania [Cries of “Order!” 
‘© No debate !”’ 

Mr. GROW. I will say'to the gentleman that 
I voted against the motion to refer to the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs, with the express under- 
standing that it should go to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. BURCH. I believe my motion to refer to 
a select committee is in order. 

Mr. COBB. I want to refer it to the Commit- 
tee on Public Lands. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The first ques- 
tion is on the motion to reconsider. If that fail, 
the question will then recur upon the motion to 
refer to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads, unless the gentleman from California in- 
sists on his motion to refer toa select committee. 

The motion to reconsider was agreed to. 

The question then recurred on referring to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. BURCH. I move to amend that motion, 
so as to refer it to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. 

Mr. GROW. Now, I desire to know whether 
the®entleman from California wants his bill to zo 
to that committee or not? If he does not, I think 
we might as well send it to the Committee on Mil- 
itary Affairs. 

Mr. SCOTT. With the permission of the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania, I will say that my 
colleague and myself are willing to compromise 
by referring the bill to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, although we should prefer 
to have it go to a select committee. 

Mr. GROW. lam very willing to accommo- 
date the gentlemen if they prefer to have it go to 
that committee; but if, after we have voted down 
the motion to refer to the Committee on Military 
Affairs, again they propose to withdraw the mo- 
tion, and move to send it toa select committee, | 
hope the House will refer it to the Committee on 


It is in order, 








| Military Affairs, and get rid of it. 


Mr. BURCH. The gentleman from Pennsy!- 
vania asked me a question very courteously, and 
I desire to respond to him, with the permission of 
the House. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. I object to debate. 

Mr. BURCH. [I am not debating. I merely 
wish to say a word by way of explanation. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Every explana- 
tion is debate. 

Mr. BURCH. I merely wished to say that 
my purpose was to have had this bill referred to 
a select committee; but I am willing that it shall 


Y to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
| Roads, and [ will abide by that motion. 
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The bill was referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. 


PACIFIC 


Mr. BURCH presented a memorial of the rail- 


RAILROAD. 


road convention held in San Francisco in Sep- | 
tember, 1859; which was referred to the Com- | 


Lands. 
MINNESOTA RESOLUTIONS. 

Mr. WINDOM presented joint resolutions of 
the Legislature of the State of Minnesota in favor 
of the passage of a homestead bill; which were re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

He also presented joint resolutions of the Legis- 
lature of the State of Minnesota in favor of the 
establishment of a mail route in said State; which 


mittee on Publi 


were referred to the Committee on the Post Office 


and Post Roads. 

He also presented joint resolutions of the Legis- 
lature of the State of Minnesota asking for an ap- 
propriation for the improvement of the rapids of 
the Minnesota river, near San Francisco; which 
were referred to the Committee on Cummerce. 

JIOMESTEAD BILL. 

Mr. ALDRICH introduced a bill to secure 
homesteads to actual settlers on the public do- 
main; which was read a first and second time, and 
referred to the Committce on Public Lands. 

SWAMP LANDS. 

Mr. ALDRICH also introduced a bill to extend 
the provisions of the act to enable the State of 
Arkansas and other States to reclaim the swamp 
lands within their limits to Minnesota and Ore- 
gon, and forgother purposes; which was read a 


first and second time, and referred to the Com- | 


mittee on Public Lands. 
MILITARY POST. 
Mr. ALDRICH also introduced a bill author- 


izing the construction of a military post on or 


near the Red River of the North, between 47° and | 


499° of north latitude; which was read a first and 
md time, and referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 
OREGON LAND GRANT. 
Mr. STOUT introduced a bill to extend the 
time 
Oregon shall select the lands granted to that State 


in the act for the admission of the State of Oregon; | 


which was read a first and second time, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. 


NEW LAND DISTRICT IN OREGON, 
Mr. STOUT also introduced a bill creating a 


new land district in the State of Oregon; which | 


was read a first and second time, and referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands. 


GOVERNOR STEVENS’S EXPLORATION. 


Mr. STOUT submitted the following resolu- | 
tiou; which, by unanimous consent, was consid- | 


ered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Printing be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of printing the final report 
of Governor Stevens of the exploration of the northern route 
for a Pacifie railroad ; and also inquire into the expediency 
of printing the same number of extra copies as were printed 
of the other explorations for a Pacific railroad ; and report by 
bill or otherwise. 

TRI-WEEKLY MAIL. 


Mr. STOUT also introduced the following res- 
olution; which was read, considered, and referred 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads: 

Resolved, ‘That the Committee on the Post Office and Poct 
Roads be requested to inquire into the expediency of es- 
tablishing a tri-weekly mail service, by four-horse coaches, 
from Jacksonville to Portland, in Oregon, and, if deemed 
necessary, to report a bill therefor. 


CORRESPONDENCE OF GENERAL W. 8. HARNEY. 


Mr. STOUT also introduced the following res- 
olution: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to 
communicate to this House the official correspondence of 
Brigadicr General W. 8. Harney, in command of the de- 


partunent of Oregon, relating to the affairs of that depart- 
ment. 


Mr. STOUT. I desire that that resolution 
shall be now acted on and adopted. 

Mr. CURTIS. I object; and move that it be 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


The motion was agreed to; and the resolution | 


was referred accordingly. 


=a ! 


within which the Governor of the State of || 
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SAN JUAN CORRESPONDENCE. 


Mr. STEVENS, of Washington, introduced 


the following resolution; which was read, consid- 
ered, and referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs: 
. r 2 
Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to 
communicate to the House the official correspondence of 
Lieutenant Gencral Winfieid Scott and Brigadier General 
W. 8. Harney, in reference to the Island of San Juan. 


SEMI-WEEKLY MAIL. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Washington, also intro- 
duced the following resolution; which was read, 
considered, and referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 


| Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 


establishing a semi-weekly mail from St. Paul and Lake 
Superior to Seattle, on Puget’s Sound, and Vancouver and 
Portiand, in Cumberland Valley, the service to be done in 
fifteen days; and to report by bill or otherwise. 

NAVAL DEPOT IN WASHINGTON TERRITORY. 


Mr. STEVENS, of Washington, also intro- 
duced the following resolution; which was read, 
considered, and referred to the Committee on Na- 
val Affairs: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of establishing a 
naval depot and navy-yard at some pointon Puget’s Sound, 
including Hood’s Canal, Admiralty Inlet, Washington 


Sound, and the Straits of San Juan de Fuca; and to report 
by bill or otherwise. 


WAR DEBT OF OREGON AND WASHINGTON. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Washington, also intro- 
duced a bill for the payment of the war expenses 
of the Territories of Orezon and Washington in 
1855-56; which was read a first and second time 
by its title, and referred to the Committee on Mil- 
itary Affairs. 
MILITARY ROAD IN WASHINGTON TERRITORY. 


Mr. STEVENS, of Washington, also intro- || 


duced a bill for the completion of the military road 


from Fort Benton to Walla Walla; which was read || 


a first and second time by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 


SUPERINTENDENT OF INDIAN AFFAIRS. 


Mr. STEVENS, of Washington, also intro- || 


duced a bill for a superintendent of Indian affairs 
for Washington Territory, and additional Indian 
agents; which was read a first and second time by 


its title, and referred to jhe Committee on Indian | 


Affairs. * 
ADDITIONAL LAND DISTRICT. 
Mr. STEVENS, of Washington, also intro- 


| duced a bill to create an additional land district in | 


Washington eee which was read a first and 
second time by its tit 


GEOLOGICAL SURVEY. 
Mr. STEVENS, of Washington, also intro- 
duced a bill making appropriation to supply a 
deficiency in the appropriation for the completion 


| of the geological survey of Oregon and Wash- 


ington Territories; which was read a first and 


| second time by its title, and referred to the Com- 


mittee on Public Lands. 
PUBLIC BUILDINGS FOR WASHINGTON. 


Mr. STEVENS, of Washington, also intro- 
duced a bill making additional appropriations for 
the erection of the public buildings of Washing- 


| ton Territory; which was read a first and second 


time by its ttle, and referred to the Committee on 
Territories. 
MILITARY ROADS IN WASHINGTON. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Washington, also intro- 
duced a bill for the construction of military roads 
in the Territory of Washington; which was read 
a first and second time by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 

ACCOUNTS OF CLERKS OF COURTS. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Washington, also intro- 
duced a bill authorizing the settlement of the 
accounts of the clerks of the United States courts 
in Oregon and Washington Territories; which 
was read a first and second time by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

EXTENSION OF PREVIOUS ACTS. 
Mr. STEVENS, of Washington, also intro- 


|| duced a bill to extend the provisions of an act en- 





1 e, and referred to the Com- | 
| mittee on Public Lands. 
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titled **An act to amend an act to establish the 
Territorial Government of Oregon,” and of **An 
acttoestablish the Territorial Government of Min- 
nesota,”’ to the Territory of Washington; which 
was read a first and second time by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on Territories. 
IMPROVEMENT OF COLUMBIA RIVER. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Washington, also intro- 
duced a bill for the improvement of Columbia 
river; which was read a first and second time b 
its title, and referred to the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs. 





CHARLES H. MASON. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Washington, also intro- 
auced a bill for the relief of the legal representa- 
tives of the estate of Charles H. Mason; which 
was read a first and second time. and referred to 
the Committee on Territories. 


MILITARY ROADS IN WASHINGTON TERRITORY. 


Mr. STEVENS, of Washington, also intro- 
duced a bill for the completion of the military 
| roads inthe Territory of Washington; which was 
| read a first and second time, and referred to the 

Committee on Military Affairs. 
DEFENSE OF PUGET SOUND, ETC. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Washington, also intro- 
duced a bill for the defense of Puget Sound and 
| the entrances of the Columbia river; which was 
| read a first and second, time, and referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 


MOTION TO RECONSIDER. 
Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. I rise to a privi- 


| leged question. | introduced a bill this morning 
to amend the act of the 23d of April, 1808, in ret- 
erence to arming the whole body of the militia of 
the United States. It was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs; but, inasmuch as it 
contains an appropriation, it should have been 
| referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. I therefore desire now to 
| enter a motion to reconsider the vote by which 
| this reference was made. 
REMOVAL OF DESKS. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. If it is in order, 
I desire to ask that the order of the House, in 
reference to the removal of the desks from the 
Hall, shall be enforced, and that the Doorkeeper 
be instructed accordingly. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair sup- 
poses that would not be in order, under the reso- 
lution requiring the States and Territgries to be 
| called for bills and resolutions. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. Assoonas the call 
is completed | shall ask that the order be enforced. 
GOVERNMENT OF ARIZONA. 

Mr. OTERO introduced a bill to provide for a 
temporary government for the Territory of Ari- 
zona, and to create the office of surveyer general 
| therein; which was read a first and second time, 
and referred to the Committee on Territories. 


TRANSPORTATION OF MAILS. 


Mr. OTERO also introduced a bill to provide 
for the transportation of the letter and paper mails 
| from Neosho, Missouri, to Los Angeles, Califor- 
| nia; which was read a first and second time, and 


referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 


CLAIMS FOR INDIAN DEPREDATIONS. 
Mr. OTERO also introduced a bill providing 


for the examination of claims for Indie: depre- 
dations in the Territory of New Mexico; which 
was read a first and second time, and referred to 
the Committee on Indian Affairs. 


CONFIRMATION OF LAND CLAIMS. 


Mr. OTERO aiso introduced a bill to confirm 
certain land claims in the Territory of New Mex- 
ico; which was read a first and second time, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 


EL PASO. 


Mr. OTERO also introduced a bill annexing 
the county of E! Paso, in the State of Texas, to 
| the collection district of Paso ‘de! Norte, in the 

Territory of New Mexico; which was read a first 
| and second time, and referred to the Committee 
| on Commerce. 
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